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Thb present humble work is a pastoral effort, flowing 
from lave to the Lord^s people, and a desire to honor 
His great name. It is an acknowledged fact, that many 
of the Lord's people are living far below their privileges; 
and are walking as men, not aiming singly at the Lord's 
glory. This is to be regretted ; &nd while none but the 
Lord the Holy Spirit can produce the change we desire 
to witness, yet the means are to be used, and we must 
stir up their pure minds by way of remembrance. In 
this httle work, I aim to speak in the closet, in the cot- 
tage, in the kitchen, and even in the field, to the different 
classes of the Lord's family ; endeavoring to draw them 
nearer to their God and gracious Father. My desire is 
to promote the power of ooDiiNESS ; and these little 
pieces are written to convince, comfort, and correct; to 
fiui the flame of devotion, and to produce holiness of 
lieart and life. To this end some degree of sameness 
in tbe pieces, and a repetition of some important lt>a.^3a8^ 
i^peared absoJutoi/ necessary. Habitual &.«^xi^<esDfii^ 



It rUEFACE. 

upon God for all we need, acknowledging the hand of 
God in all we receive, and walking with God, notwith- 
standing all that may happen to us below, enter into 
the very vitals of genuine Christianity ; and it is only 
while we are thus acting that we enjoy peace with God, 
and walk in the comforts of the Holy Ghost That the 
Lord, who often uses weak things to confound the 
mighty, may bless this little work to thy good and Hia 

1b the prayer of. 

Dear Reader, 
Yoon in the Lord Jesus 

JAMES SMITBL 
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JANUARY 1. 

Zooh unto me. Isaiah zlv. 22. 

A NEW year's morning opens upon us, and we 
are still exposed to sorrow, Satan, and dis- 
appointment ; sin lives in us ; and a thousand 
things are ready to distress us; but our God 
says, " Look unto me." Look unto me to-day. 
I have blessings to bestow. I am waiting to be 
gracious. I am your Father in Jesus. Believe 
that I am deeply interested in your present and 
eternal welfare : that all I have promised, I will 
perform : that I am with you, purposely to bless 
you. I cannot be unconcerned about anything 
that affects you ; and I pledge myself to make 
all things work together for your good. You 
have looked to self, to others, in time past; but 
you have only met with trouble and disappoint- 
ment : now look unto me alone, to me for illu ^ 

Our helper, God 1 we bless thy name, 
Whose love forever is the same \ 
The tokens of thy gradous care 
Open, and crown, and cLoM ^^'j^ttx* 



JANUARY 2. 

£e ye ifumkfid. Col ill 15. 

What cause to be thankful, what reason to be 
grateful have we I ; Sarronnded by mercies, 
both temporal and spiritual. If we look back, 
we ought to rejoice that God- hath chosen us 
in Christ Jesus, before the foundation of the 
world ; that He sent His only begotten Son 
into the world, to be a propitiation for our 
sins; that He sent His Holy Spirit into our 
hearts, to convince . us of sin, lead us to Jesus, 
and make us meet for heaven. We have His 
word in our hands, His grace in our hearts, Hft 
mercies in our houses, and His heaven before 
our eyes. O for a thankful heart ! But let us 
take our poor, hard, ungrateful hearts to Jesus ; 
He can soften them and fill them with gratis 
tude. Let us confess our ingratitude before 
Him, and mourn over our unthankfulness at 
His feet. He is ready to forgive. He can 
sanctify us wholly. He will hear our cry, and 
pity our complaints. O Jesus, grant us a deep 
sense of our utter unworthiness, and of Thine 
unmerited goodness, that our souls may daily 
praise Thee with joyful lips. May we live 
as thoughtful dependants; as grateful, loving 
children, before our Father and our God; and 
daily be thankful. . 

Through all eternity, to Thee 

A joyful soog ril raise ; 
But, oh 1 eternity's too short 

To utter all Iliy praise. 



JANUARY a 

A MfcKator. Oal iil 20. 

God is and must be the eternal enemy of siu 
He cannot be reconciled to it : it is the abomi- 
jiable thing which He hates. He cannot look 
upon it but with abhorrence. How then can 
God receive, bless, or ciommnne with uis? 
.Only through a Mediator; Jesus fills this 
office ; He stands between God and us ; He 
honors all the Father's perfections ; and ren- 
der^ us and our services acceptable through His 
glorious righteousness and precious blood. God 
ean only love us, receive us, commune with us, 
or bless us, in Jesus. He represents us to God, 
and we are accepted in the beloved ; He rep- 
resents God to us, and we prove Him to be 
^acious. When going to the throne of grace, 
never forget that Jesus is the Mediator ; the 
middle man ; present your persons, your peti- 
tions, and your praises to God through Him. 
You have nothing to fear, for Jesus wears your 
nature; He has a heart that beats in unison 
with yours ;. He calls you brother ; He uses 
all His influence with the Father on your be- 
half; all He did and suffered is employed for 
you ; and at this moment He pleads your 
cause 

Oft as guilt, my soul, torments thee, 

Turn thine eyes to Jesus' blood ; 
This will comfort, cheer, and cleanse thee, 

Sea! thy peace, and dio tiiee good : 
Peace and pardon, 

How to tbee through Jeans' blood. 



JANUARY 4. 

Bleated are ye poor, Liike tL 20. 

The Lord's people are all poor; they see i 
feel that sin has stripped them of every ex( 
lence; and has left them wretched, and mi 
rable, and poor, and blind, and naked. Tl 
can do nothing of themselves, they can proc 
nothing; but free grace has made ample f 
vision for them, and the gospel informs th 
that Jesus has everything they want, and 
He has is for them. When they look at, 
into themselves, they are discouraged ; 
when they look to Jesus they rejoice. He 
riches of grace, and riches of glory; and 
says, "Every one that asketh, receiveth." 
giveth liberally and upbraideth not. H 
then is the present blessedness of the Loi 
poor ; Jesus has all they need ; He is tl 
Friend ; and they that seek Him shall not w 
any good thing. Am I poor ? If so, Je 
bids me come to Him, and buy gold, clothi 
wine and milk ; all that is necessary to comi 
and support in time, and render me ha] 
throughout eternity. Poor in self, rich 
Jesus. Poor at present, rich by-and-bye ; 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. " All thi 
are yours, ye are Christ's, and Christ is God 
" Ail things are for your sakes.** * 

What want shall not our Gtod supply, 

From His redundant stores f 
What streams of mercy from ffa high, 

An arm almighty pours I 



JANUARY 5. 

Tliefear ofdeaiUu Heb. il 15. 

All must die, but all do not die alike ; some 
are cut off suddenly, others by a lingering ill- 
ness ; some die only safe, others happy. Some 
fear death all their lives, others do not. But 
death must be viewed through Jesus, or fear it 
we shall, if we think seriously. Death is a 
separation from the body ; the second death is 
a separation from God. The former we must 
pass through, not so the latter. What shall 
separate us from the love of God ? Death ? 
No, we are more than conquerors through Hmi 
that hath loved us. Death only opens the 
prison-door, and sets the captive free. It is an 
answer to our many prayers for deliverance, for 
freedom from sin, for perfect happiness. If we 
are united to Jesus by a living faith, death 
cannot disunite us ; but will only introduce us 
into His presence, that we may forever enjoy 
His love. If we walk with God; if we believe 
the Saviour's word; if we look beyond the 
valley; we shall not fear death. Jesus will 
not leave us then. He will be present ac- 
cording to His word, and we shall prove His 
faithfulness, veracity, and love. "Thanks be 
unto God who giveth us the victory, through our 
Tjord Jesus Christ." "^ 

Whj should I shrink at pain and woe^ 

Or feel at death dismay ? 
Pre Canaan^s goodly land in view, 

And realms of endless day. 



JANUARY 6. 

3e carefkd/ar nothing, FhiL it. 6. 

The Lord oareth for us. He knows our wants) 
and has promised to supply them; our foes^ 
and will deliver us from them; our fears, and 
will make us ashamed of them. All creatures 
and things are in His hand, and at His dis- 
posal ; all circumstances are absolutely under 
His control ; He directs the angel, feeds the 
sparrow, curbs the devil, and manages the 
tempest. He is thy Father. His love to thee 
is infinite. Thou art His Delight, His dear 
son. His pleasant child. Will He neglect 
thee ? Impossible. Cast then thy cares upon 
Him. Tell out all thy desires, fears, and 
troubles to Him ; let Him know everything 
FROM THEE, keep nothing back : and then in 
the confidence of faith expect Him to fulfil His 
word, and act a parent's part. Bless Him for 
all He has given, for all He has promised; 
plead with Him for all you may need ; but 
never for one moment, or under any circum- 
stances, distrust Him. He cannot love thee 
more. He is a present help. He will make 
all His goodness pass before thee. He will 
rejoice over thee to do thee good, with His 
whole liieart, and with His whole soul. . 



Then let me banish anxious care, 
Confiding in my Father's love ; 
To Him make known my wants in prayer, 
Prepared His answer to approve. 
10 >< 



JANUARY 1. 

Let him dtny himself. Matt, xrl 24. 

It is required by Jesus that every disoiiJe 
should practise self-denial; we must deny and 
crucify the workings of self-righteousness, and 
venture alone upon His work and worth for 
salvation; and we must mortify the pride of 
reason and intellect, and believe as His word 
reveals, and walk as His word directs. Our 
nearest relatives, dearest friends, and choicest 
comforts, must be resigned, if they are opposed 
to His glory and the furtherance of His cause. 
A Christian must lay everything at the feet of ^ 
Jesus, and say, '* Lord, do with it as thou wilt." 
We are not our own, nor is anything we have 
our own; it is the Lord's. Our appetites, 
pleasures, and pursuits, must all be brought 
inta subjection to the obedience of Christ. His 
glory is to be sought at all times, in all things, 
under all circumstances, and when this is done, 
we are safe and *happy. The servant must 
obey his Master, and the child submit in all 
things to th^ wise, judicious, and loving Father. 
But for whom am I called to deny myself? 
For Jesus, who lived and died to save me, and 
is now in heaven interceding for me ; and who 
is the great pattern of self-denial, having hum- 
bled Himself even unto death. 

Beloved self must be deDied, 

The mind and will renew'd ; 
Passion suppressed, and patience triedf 

And vain desires subdued. 



.ANUARY 8. 

/ will hdp thee, Isaiah zlL 18. 

Wherever the Lord leads us, He wiir support 
us ; nor shall the difiBculties of the way, or the 
weakness we feel, be ijoo much for us. His 
hand is stretched out to us, and it is for faith 
to lay hold and proceed, confident of assistance^ 
The arm of His power is the protection of His 
people in danger, and the strength of His people 
in weakness. He is a very present help in trou- 
ble. A God at hand. Are you weak, or in 
difficulty ? Plead His word ; it is plain, 
positive, and sure; He cannot lie; He will not 
deceive. His strength is made perfect and id 
glorified in your weakness. Fear not, under- 
neath are everlasting arms. He will strengthen 
you with strength in your soul. He can help, 
for He is omnipotent; He will help, for*He 
has given you His word. Trust in the Lord at 
all times ; yea, trust in the l^ord forever, for in 
the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. That 
strength is promised to you, and will be em- 
ployed for you in answer to prayer. Why then 
are ye so fearful ? Why cast down ? He says, 
"I WILL HELP THEE." "He hath said, and 
shall He not do it ? He hath spoken, and shall 
He not make it good ?"- 



Fear not, I am with thee ; oh, be not dismaj'd I 
I, I am thy God, and will still give thee aid ; 
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stao4 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. , 



JANUARY 9. 

Getktemane. Matt xzyl 36. 

This was a garden at the foot of Mount 
Olivet; here Jesus, as the substitute of His 
people, received the cup of wrath frcm the 
iand of His offended Father. It was the wrath 
of God, all we had deserved, the punishment 
we must have endured ; the Son of God in our 
nature, in our stead, for our salvation, was 
punished by divine justice. No human hand 
touched Him, no human voice spake to Him, 
when He sweat great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground. It was the baptism He ex- 
pected, and oh, how great was His love ! Th« 
baptism He longed to undergo. See the won- 
derful sufferer, hear His dreadful groans, listen 
to His heart-breaking sighs ; heaven and hell 
are astonished, only man remains unaffected. 
Beloved, it is our Surety ; He is paying our 
debt, redeeming our souls, purchasing our 
happiness, and making our peace. He went to 
Gethsemane that we might not go to hell ; He 
was punished that we might be glorified. Often, 
very often, visit this sacred spot; here have- 
fellowship with . Christ in His sufferings by 
faith O my soul, I charge thee to visit Geth- 
semane, and visit it very often, for felbwship 
with Jesus ! • 

The Father heard, — and angels there 
Sustained the Son of God in prayer, 

In sad Gethsemane ; 
He drank the dreadful cup of pain, 
Then rose to joy and life again. 



JANUARY 10, 
Ttanawarm, Psalm xziL ft. 

Man is naturally poor and proud, but grace 
strips him and humbles him in the dust. ITere 
the highly favored David, the man after Grod's 
own heart, cries out, " I am a worm." How 
little, how despicable he appeared in his own 
eyes. Every one that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted. You have looked at Bible saints, 
and have sighed out, " Ah ! they were not like 
me!" My brother, are you not a poor, weak, 
worthless worm ? Do you not feel so ? Well, 
so did David. The less you are in your own 
eyes, the more fit you are for the Lord Jesus, 
and the more welcome will you be at the 
throne of grace. But this was the language 
also of David's Lord; this was the view the 
Jews had of Him, and they treated Him ac- 
cordingly. The brightness of glory is com- 
pared to a vile reptile ; the express image of 
the Father's person is treated with the great- 
est contempt. But it was for us men, and for 
our salvation. O mystery of mercy ! Jesus is 
reduced to a level with the worm, that he may 
be raised higher than the angels. 

From Bethle&em's imi to Calvarj^s cross— 
1 Affliction mark'd His road ; 

I And many a weary step He took, 

To bring us back to God, 

By men despised, rejected, scom'd. 

No beauty they cau see ; 
With grace and glory all adom'd. 
The loveliest form to me. 
H 



JANUARY 11. 

Cometiniome, Matt zL 28. 

Jesus calls thee to His throne ; He Is there 
waiting to hear, relieve, and bless you. Yoa 
are to go to Him just as you are, and receive 
from Him all you need. He will give you wis- 
dom, to direct your steps ; peace, to keep your 
hearts ; strength, to do His wiU ; righteousness, 
to justify your souls; and rest, unspeakably 
sweet. He is glorified in bestowing these 
blessings upon you. He calls you this morning, 
this MOMENT, to receive without money and 
without price. What a precious Saviour is 
Jesus ! What a kind and tender Friend ! Let 
us go boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. "Come,'' He says, "come to me; go 
not to self, to the world, to the empty cisterns 
which creatures idolize; but come unto me, 
and I will do for you exceeding abundantly 
above all you can ask or think. Your sins I 
will pardon ; your graces I will revive ; your 
comforts I will restore; your holiness I will 
increase; your efforts to glorify me I will 
crown with success ; I will bless you, and you 
shall be a blessing." " Oh, how great is thy 
goodness which thou hast laid up for them that 
seek thee ; which thou hast wrought for thom 
that trust in thee, before the sons of men !"' 

JesuB, with thy word complying, 
Firm our faith and hope shgU be ; 

On thy faithfulness relying, 
We wiU cast our souls on Thee. 



JANUARY 12. 

I go mourning. Psalm xxxviii 6. 

But what is the cause of your mourning? There 
is nothing apart from Jesus worth mourning 
for, or beside sin worth mourning over. Is it 
because of the unevenness of thy walk with 
God? On account of the deep depravity of 
thy nature? Because men keep not God's 
law ? Or because Jesus hides His face, and 
your evidences fade and wither ! You may 
well mourn after Jesus, but you must not 
despond ; for He will turn again, He will have 
compassion upon you. The depravity of the 
heart is enough to make an angel weep ; but 
forget not the precious blood that cleanseth, or 
the promised grace that sanctifies. Look not 
too much at the defects which appear in your 
walk, nor at the corruption which works in 
your heart ; but deal with the blood and grace 
of Jesus, as the means of thy cure. Read and 
believe His promises ; confess and plead at His 
throne ; wait and watch in His ways ; be care- 
ful lest by inordinate mourning you grieve His 
Spirit. He cannot be unkind, He never will 
forsake you. He was anointed *'to comfort all 
that mourn." . 

Why should the children of a king 

Go mourning all their days i — 
Great Comforter 1 descend, and bring 

Some tokens of thy grace.. 
Dost thou not dwell m all the saints, 

And seal the heirs of heaven f 

16 



JANUARY 18. 
Let Mm oak infoHh, James l 6. 

The believer's prayers should be regaiated by 
God's promises ; be often fancies he wants what 
would only do him harm ; and, therefore, if he 
ask he is denied, not in anger but in love. God 
has promised all good, and only good, to His be- 
loved people. Ask for M'hat God has promised 
to bestow, and ask believing that God will honor 
and fulfil His own precious word. He cannot 
deny Himself; all He hath promised He will 
perform. You can therefore have no reason to 
doubt whether the Lord will give you, if you 
really need it, and he has plainly promised it ; 
therefore ask desiring, and expecting, and then 
look to receive. What are thy wants this morn- 
ing ? Where hath God promised such things in 
His holy word ? Search out the promise, take 
it to His throne, plead in the name of Jesus for 
its fulfilment, and never doubt for one moment 
but that the Lord will make it good. Stay 
yourself therefore on the word of the Lord ; but 
if you will not believe, surely you shall not be 
established. Faith honors God by trusting 
Him ; and God always honors faith by answer- 
ing it. " Come boldly U) the throne of graoo, 
that you may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." • 

Beyond thj utmost want?, 
His love and power can bless 
To praying souls He always granta 
More thai they can expreaa» 



JAXCART 14. 



Yoc are in an ciiein j s hnd ; soimnnded hf 
temptatioQs : and have a heart that is deceitfid 
ahove all things^ and despexataly wicked. To 
honor Jesus in yoor spirit, oommonicationsy 
and every action^ ahoold be yoor constant aim. 
Voa are to lire c?cto the Lord, for BQm who 
died for yoa and rose again. To this end, pro- 
vision was laid op in the eTerlasting covenant, 
far this porpose the precious promises were 
made, and with this design the Holy Spirit is 
given ; that you may serve Him in righteousness 
and holiness all the days of yoor life. This 
world is not your home ; Satan' s family are not 
to be your associates ; riches, honor, or pleasure, 
are not to be your objects; yon are to walk 
as in the midst of snares; watchful, prayerful, 
depending upon Jesas, and cultivating fellow- 
ship with Him. Oh, keep yoar eye on Jesus as 
your example ; walk by His word as your rule ; 
be not venturesome or presumptuous, but avoid 
the very appearance of eviL Never leave the 
Lord'e) ways or ordinances, to join the world's 
ntrtien or please a carnal fancy. Keep close 
to JcnUiV) and follow on to know the Lord. 
AiM an a loving child going home to his father' ~ 

;^ Wt «Hir Upt and lives express 
tV My n\>*|H)l we profess ; 
^ W4 v^M* xrvvrk* Mia virtues shine, 
^ ^«^«v^ |Ik» docUriiM all divine. 



JANUARY 15. 

JBut thou art tite same, Ps. cu. 2*1. 

Everything, below is liable to change ; healtli 
may give place to sickness, pleasure to pain, 
plenty to poverty, love to enmity, honor tc 
disgrace, strength to weakness, and life to death. 
Kemember the days of darkness, for they shall 
be many. But though all our circumstances and 
friends should change, there is one who never 
changes ; He is in one mind, and none can turn 
Him. With Him is no variableness. He is the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever ; and He is 
our best friend, our nearest relation, our gracious 
Saviour. Yesterday, His name was Jesus ; His 
nature was love ; His purpose was to do us good 
with his whole heart and soul : to-day, He is the 
same ; we cannot expect too much from Him, or 
be too confident in Him, if we are walking hum- 
bly with Him; He will be our God and we 
shall be His people. Let us cultivate inti- 
macy with Him, dependence upon Him, con- 
cern to please Him, fear to offend Him, zeal 
to glorify Him ; and it must be well with us in 
health and sickness, plenty and poverty, life and 
death ; for He is the same, and will never turn 
away from doing us good, but remain the foun* 
tain of love and holiness forever. Praise ye the 
Lord. - 

This God is the God we adore, 
Our faithful — unchangeable friend, 
Whose love is as large as His power. 
And Delther knows measme nor end. ^ 



JANUARY 16. 

iMUmtU with tkmf 8 Cn«i rw ML 

Ib Jesus precioQs to thy soal ? Are ycm mxmnk^ 
iog over sio, or after the presence of your be- 
loved Savioar I Are yoa strong in faith, giving 
glory to God I Are yoa panting for ocmimankin 
with your heavenly Father? Is the world be- 
neath your feet ? Are yoa glowing with love 
to all saints ? Are you seeking first the king- 
dom of God and His righteoasness ? Are yoa 
lying at the teet of Jesas in trouble, cryingi 
Lord, help me ? If so, it is ¥rell with thee : 
there is spiritual life in thy soal, and the blessed 
Spirit is thy teacher. But if the world is pre- 
ferred to Jesus, the pleasures of time to fellow- 
ship with Gtxl, if self-examination is neglected, 
and the Bible is become dry and unsavory, it is 
not well. Health of soul is manifested by habit- 
ual prayer, zeal in the Lord's cause, an appetite 
for the bread of life, and activity in the Lord's 
ways. Is thy soul sick ? If so, apply at onoe 
to Jesus, as the great physician ; and plead 
with Him to restore unto thee the joys of His 
salvation, and to uphold thee with His free 
Spirit. He will heal thy backslidings, and !ove 
thee freely. . 

* Tis well ; my soul is fiU'd with joy, 
Though in myself a feeble worm ; 
For Jesus will His power employ, 
And saye my soul in every storm : 
He will His gradoos wcord fulfil, 
And guard my soul from every ilL 

SO 



JANUARY 17. 

1 woM do good. Rom. vil 21. 

Every believer has experienced the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; sin has not dominion over 
him. He perceives the beauty of holiness, and 
loathes himself on account of sin. He would 
be internally holy, and externally conformed to 
the precepts of the Bible. He would pray with 
fervor ; praise with gratitude ; believe with 
confidence ; war against sin, Satan, and the 
flesh, with courage; and glorify God by every 
feeling, thought, word, and action. Thus he 
feels, and for this he prays in his best moments ; 
but he finds that he needs the frequent renew- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, for he is prone to sink 
into coldness, deadness, darkness, and stupidity, 
and he is obliged to cry out, " My soul cleaveth 
unto the dust ; quicken thou me according unto 
thy word." The Lord must work in us to 
WILL as well as to DO ; for by nature we are un- 
willing, and the desire after holiness, proved 
by effort to obtain it, is from God. Beloved, 
you must be coming to Jesus daily for fresh 
supplies of the Spirit,, or you will find yourself 
not only weak but careless; not only will the 
power of godliness decline, but you will become 
indifferent. Watch against temptation. Watch 
onto prayer « 

Lord, assifit me through the fight, 

My drooping spirit raise ; 
Make me triumphant in thy migbt, 

And thine ahall be the praise. 



JANUARY 18. 

Evil is present toith me, Rom. yil 21. 

But what a mercy that it does not reign in you 
and over you ; it did ooce, and would now bat 
for free and sovereign grace. If sin makes you 
groan, leads you to the throne to plead with 
God, and to the fountain of the Saviour's blood 
to be cleansed from it, it does not, it cannot 
reign. It may disturb your peace, distress 
your mind, hinder you in duty, mix with all 
your duties and efforts to do good; and even 
make you cry out, *' O wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me?" But even then you 
should not doubt ; Jesus still loves you, grace 
will reign in your experience, and you shall be 
more than a conqueror. Paul had known the 
Lord many years, he had been in the third 
heaven, and daily triumphed in Christ ; yet he 
felt just as you feel ; when he would do good 
evil was present with him, and he could not do 
the things that he would. If sin annoys you, 
is your burden, and causes you grief; holiness 
lives in you, and the present painful conflict 
will end in everlasting peace. You may even 
now sing, *' Thanks be unto God, who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Live upon Christ, and you will live dowa all 
evil. . 

Oh ! the rich depths of love divine, 

Of bliss a boundless store 1 
Dear Saviour I let me call thee mine ; 

X cannot wish for more. / 



JANUARY 19. 

My brother. Matt zil 50. 

Ahd who is the brother of Jesus? Every one 
who does the will of His Father. Every be- 
liever who proves the truth of his faith by the 
goodness of his works; who shows the excel- 
lence of his nature, by the piety, benevolence, 
and charity of his life. Believer, Jesus calls 
thee BROTHER. He has for thee a brother's 
love. Oh, how tender ! Oh, how tried ! Stronger 
than death ; passing knowledge. He bears 
with thy infirmities, reproves thy follies, 
encourages thy faith, forbids thy fears, and 
will certainly provide for thy wants. Joseph 
in Egypt supplied his brethren during the 
famine, and shall not Jesus supply His. If 
He seem to speak roughly. He will act kindly, 
and perform a brother's part. He has all 
power in heaven and in earth. He doeth 
according to his will, and He is not ashamed 
to call us brethren. He will correspond with 
us, and bids us daily, yea hourly, correspond 
with Him. Oh, remepiber, when you go to the 
throne of grace, that your brother fills it. He 
calls you to it, and will withhold no good thing 
from you. Precious Lord Jesus, mani'iBst to 
me a brother's love ; and help me to rely on thy 
fraternal kindness. 

Our nearest friend, our Brother now, 
Is He to whom the angels bow ; 
They join with us to praise His name, 
But we the nearest interest claim. 



JANUARY 20. 

The wisdom of the just. Luke l lY. 

The Lord's people are justified freely, by 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. The work of Jesus is their justification 
before God : in this they trust : this they 
plead : and in this they rejoice. Taught by 
the Holy Spirit, they manifest wisdom ia 
readily believing God's faithful word, and 
trusting Him to make good the same to them. 
They resign themselves and all they value into 
His hands for preservation, and to be entirely 
at His disposal, persuaded that His wisdom 
and love will do better for them, than they 
possibly could for themselves. They refer all 
things to God for His decision, and cheerfully 
abide by His sentence. They live in simple, 
child-like dependence upon His providence and. 
grace, for body and soul, for time and eternity, 
seeking to make His will theirs. They walk 
in charity with their fellow-christians, who 
differ in some things from them, and would do 
good to all, especially to them that are of the 
household of faith. Beloved, do you manifest 
this wisdom ? Do you walk by this rule ? Do you 
mind the same things ? Have you the wisdom 
that is from above, which is pure, gentle, easy 
tc be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits ? 

Boundless wisdom, power divine, 
Love unspeakable, are thine ; 
Wisdom, Lord, to me be giVn, 
Wisdom pure, which comes from heav*ii. 
24 



JANUARY 21. 

Te cannot serve Ood and maimnum. Matt. vi. 24 

OfTR God is a jealous God. He requires the 
devotion of the heart, the codseoration of all the 
powers, and we cannot enjoy religion without 
these. Persons who try to unite God and th« 
world, the service of sin and the service of God, 
cannot be happy. We must be decided. Well, 
who is to be God to-day ? Who is to have the 
heart, the talents, the affections to-day ? Is 
gain, carnal pleasure, or worldly company to 
be the idol to-day? Or, is Jesus to have the 
thoughts, the desires, and the talents ? Shall 
we seek His glory, and aim at His honor ? Or, 
shall we say to some worthless bramble, Come 
thou and reign over us ? Choose you, whom 
will you serve ? Attempt not to reconcile 
opposing claims, but let God or mammon have 
the whole. Surely you are ready to cry out, — 
" Thine am I, Jesus, and thee only will I 
serve !" But you can only serve Him accept- • 
ably, as you serve Him with the grace He 
imparts ; He has provided, promised, and 
invites you to receive. Let us therefore have 
grace whereby we may serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear. Serving Clod Ja 
the spirit of adoption is true happiness. . 



Oh* let Thy love my soul inflame, 
And to Thy service sweetly bind ; 
Transfuse it through my inmost frame» 
And mould me wholly to Thy mmd» 
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JANUARY 22. 
lam thy shield, Gea xr. 1. 

They that believe are blessed with belieraig 
Abraham • the promises God made to him, He 
will fulfil to us. We are surrounded by foes j 
fiery darts fly in every direction ; but Jehovah, 
in Jesus, inter poseth Himself as our shield. 
Our safety and protection is from our relation 
to Him; we should soon be overcome if He 
did not preserve and defend. How safe and 
how happy we feel, when we realize that our 
God is our defence, and the most high God 
our protector ! If foes alarm, or dangers 
affright, yet remember, '' The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower," you may run into 
that and be safe. Faith is the arm ; Jehovah 
is the shield; with Satan, sin, and the world 
we are in conflict ; but we are preserved as 
in a garrison by the power of God, through 
believing, unto salvation. My brother, look 
to Jesus through this day as thy shield, and 
expect safety and protection alone from Him; 
He is present to protect thee, and answer thy 
prayers. He will thus preserve thy going out 
and coming in, from this time forth, and even 
for evermore. He will give thee the sliield of 
His salvation, and His gentleness will make 
thee great. . 

His righteousness to faith reveal'd, 
Wrought out for guilty worms, 
Affords a hiding-place and shield, 
From enemies and storma. 
26 



JANUARY 28. 

Why are ye so fearful / Mark ir. 40 

The disciples appeared to be in danger, and 
fear filled their hearts ; they did not realize 
that they were the care and charge of Jesus, 
or else knowing Him their fears could have had 
no place. Beloved, you are in the hands of 
your loving Saviour; He has charge of you 
and all your concerns ; He has numbered the 
very hairs of your head, and watches over you 
every moment, by night as well as by day. 
He is ever present. His eye cannot be divert- 
ed from you, His omnipotence is engaged to 
defend you, His fulness to supply you, His 
wisdom to guide you, and His perfections 
will be glorified in your everlasting holiness 
and happiness. He says, "I am glorified in 
them." Why are ye so fearful? Jesus is a 
very present help, He is a friend that loveth 
at all times. He is your shield, and will be 
your exceeding great reward. But perhaps 
you have wandered from Him ; your conscience 
accuses, and Satan tempts you to despond ; go, 
go and return unto Him, delay not a moment, 
oast yourself guilty as you are at His feet, 
eonfess all, and give yourself to Him afresh. 
He will receive you graciously, love you freelyi 
and restiOre the joys of His salvation. ^ 

The saints should never be dismay'd, 

Nor sink in hopeless fear ; 
For when they least expect His aid. 

The Saviour will appear. 



JANUARY 24. 

Te are not your own, 1 Cor. vi 19. 

No— Jesus has purchased you with His 
blood, quickened you by His Spirit, esp 
you to Himself, aiwi intends to glorify you 
Himself forever. He claims you, and 
"I have called thee by thy name; tho 
mine." He will provide for you as His 
and spare you, as a man spareth his ow] 
that serveth him. You are Hi? beloved 
His portion. A member of Hii- body, o 
flesh, and of His bones. In loving you 
loveth Himself. He requires you to live i 
the daily conviction that you are His ; thj 
you have is His. You have nothing of 
oynx ; all you have He freely gave, and all 
have you profess to have surrendered to 
Think more of Jesus than of His gifts, c 
to Him, and not to what you may be caL 
surrender. He will never take anything 
you, but He will give you something b 
If He strip you, it is to teach you ; to leac 
to live upon Himself; and to find your h( 
in His company, grace, and offices. Do 
live, walk, and act, so as to leave the imprc 
upon the minds of observers that you ar 
Lord's ? Do you expect Him to preserve, g 
and supply you ? 

Lord I am I thine, entirely thine ? 
Purchased and aaved by blood divine t 
With full consent thine I would be^ 
And o\rn thy sovexeign right in me. . 



JANUARY 26. 

Te are my friends John zv. li. 

Wh^t infinite oondesoension in Jesus ^ to call 
^118 worms, His friends ! But He not only calls 
Tis so, but treats us as such, and expects us as 
friends to do whatsoever He commands us. 
Is Jesus thy friend ? Then visit Him often, let 
liim hear thy voice in prayer and praise ; then 
"trust Him confidently, let him see a proof of 
i;hy faith in thy dependence ; then walk with 
Him in love, let Him enjoy much of thy com- 
pany ; then expect Him to be thy friend in 
sickness and health ; in poverty and plenty ; in 
3ife and in death. If Jesus is our friend, we 
can never be destitute; if father and mother 
forsake. He will take us up and take us in ; we 
can never be miserable. He will receive us and 
be a Father unto us ; we can never be neglect- 
ed, for He will never fail us nor forsake us, 
"but will do for us all He has promised in His 
"Word. He will defend us from foes, visit us in 
sickness, and cheer and support us in death. 
Precious Lord Jesus, be thou my friend, call 
zne thy friend, and treat me as such, in life, in 
death, at the judgment, and before thy Father's 
fiice forever. ' 

Oh let us make His name our trust, 
He is a Saviour wise and just; 
On His Almighty arm depend, 
He is a tried and foithful friend ; 
And all His friends shall shortly prove 
The power and glory of His love. 



JANUARY 26. 

I mil inttruct ih&e, pBakn ^^^ly 8. 

4t best we know but littie, and we are dow tc 
learn : but as the Lord has promised to instraot 
us, we may yet expect to be made wise unto 
salvation. The Lord's teaching always produ- 
ces humility, self-loathing, confidence in God, 
zeal for His glory, and devotes the heart to His 
praise. It brings us to the feet of Jesus, and 
delivers us from the present evil world. Under 
divine instruction we learn the true nature 
of sin, the vanity of the world, the emptiness 
of creatures, and the fulness and preciousness 
of Christ. Is God willing to instruct us? 
Then let us be early and often at His throne, 
praying as the Psalmist did, ^' Lead me in 
thy truth, and teach me : for thou art the God 
of my salvation ; on thee do I wait all the day." 
Then shall we exclaim as Elihu did, '' Behold, 
God exalteth by His power : who teacheth like 
Him ?" The Lord will teach us to profit, and 
sanctify us through the truth He imparts. 
Christ is our great lesson, and to know Him 
rightly is life, peace, and joy. Is Jesus thy 
teacher ? Then sit at His feet, treasure up His 
words, and show forth His praise. He says,- 
" Learn of me." Learn to know Him, love 
Him, and obey Him. *- 

Eternal life thy words impart , 
On these my fainting spirit lives : 
Here sweeter comforts cheer my hearty 
Than the whole world around me give^ 



JANUARY 2». 

Lacked ye anything t Luke zxil 85. 

The Lord will always provide for His own 
people, who keep His company, do His will, and 
aim at His glory. If He sends us, though He 
chooses to carry the purse, our bread shall be 
given, and our water shall be sure. The dis- 
ciples went out unfarnished, but then Jesus 
commanded them ; they return and confess 
that they lacked nothing, the God of providence 
supplied them. If we are in the Lord's way, 
•we may rest assured that we shall meet the 
Liord's messengers bringing our supply. They 
that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing. He notices our wants, remembers His 
promises, times His mercies, and proves Him- 
self a faithful God. Have you lacked any- 
thing? for body? for soul? He who has sup- 
plied the past will provide for the future. 
Jesus is full of grace ; go .and receive, that 
your joy mQ.y be full. Jesus is the God of 
providence ; look to Him, trust in Him, plead 
"with Him, and you shall never be destitute. 
Selieve His word. He cannot deny himself; 
trust in His faithfulness, and He will put honor 
upon thy faith, fulfilling His own word. " Thy 
bread shall be given thee, and thy water shall be 
sure." »^ 

E'en down to old age, all my people shall prove 
My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love ; 
And when hoary hairs ^all their temples adorn, 
Like lambs tliey shall still, in my bosom, be boma 
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JANUARY 28. 
We hanfe an Advocate, 1 John k 1. 

Yes — Jesus pleads for us in heaven ; by 
own blood He entered once into the holi 
there to appear in the presence of God for 
He pleads for us against Satan, answering 
his accusations ; and for us with the Fat 
that we may be kept, supplied and glorii 
O what a comfort when the heart is straite 
in prayer, when the mouth is closed by gi 
when the spirit is harassed by temptation, 
know that Jesus as our Advocate appears 
pleads for us above ! Beloved, Jesus is be 
God for YOU this morning, and every morni 
and the benefit of His intercession you di 
enjoy. When doubting and fearful, put y 
cause afresh into His hands, and leave Him 
carry it ; He can plead well ; His argume 
are powerful, and His manner is divine. E 
Jesus before thee this day as thy Advoca 
rejoice in His office and name, and remem 
He is saying, " Father, I will that those wh 
thou hast given me, be with me where I am. 
behold my glory." Him the Father heareth 
ways ; and all for whom He pleads are safe, £ 
shall be happy. « 

Look up» my booI, with cbeerlul eyes, 
See, where the great Redeemer stands 
The glorious Advocate on high, 
With predous incense in His hands ; 
And on His pleading still depeiad. 
Who is your Advocate and rneatX. 
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JANUARY 29. 

Search the Scriptures. John 7. 89. 

E Bible is God's book, a favor bestowed on 
Q ; intended to lead him to a knowledge of 
nature, perfections, purposes, will, prov- 
ice, and salvation of God. It contains all 
t is really necessary to be known. It should 

read carefully, prayerfully, frequently, and 
course ; every part of the Bible should be 
J, meditated upon, and prayed over. It 
kes us wise unto salvation, through faith 
ch is in Christ Jesus. We cannot under- 
id the Scriptures, or gather spiritual profit 
refrom but by the Holy Ghost ; nor should 
expect to be taught the mind of God but by 

Scriptures. Praying, reading, and think- 
, should go together ; and no' one but he 
) has proved it, can possibly tell the profit 
ch may be thus gained. Let the Bible be 

every-day book. In it God speaks to your 
I ; by it He will sanctify your nature, 
!ct your steps, and give you joy and peace 

not the works of man occupy the place of 

book of God ; but search the Scriptures 
y, and exercise faith therein. " Open thou 
le eyes, that I may see wondrous things out 
thy law." Unfold to me the riches of thy 
3e. " 

O may thy counsels, mighty Gk)d, 

My roymg feet command ; 
Nor I forsake the hapipy road, 

That leads to thy right hand. , 
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JANUARY 30. 

And tihaU thou he delivered f Iba. zzxyiL 11. 



Tins is plainly the language of an insultinj 
foe ; he had triumphed, and now he boasted 
but his power was bounded, and his pride pro 
cured his fall. Often when in trouble, whei 
distressed, when tried by a sense of sin an< 
unworthiness, unbelief and Satan join, an( 
pointing to others who have fallen, and to ou: 
acknowledged unworthiness, insultingly ask th< 
question, " And shalt thou be delivered V 
Yes, Satan, we shall be delivered ; the God of 
Hezekiah is our God, and He hath said, 'M 
will deliver thee in six troubles, and in sever 
I will not forsake thee." We believe His word 
we rely on His faithfulness, we plead at His 
throne : and so sure as He can deliver He 
WILL. He hath often done so in times past. 
He doth deliver all His praying people now. 
and in Him we trust that He will deliver us 
Not on account of anything in us, or of any- 
thing done by us, but because He hath said, 
'* I will be vdth him in trouble, I will delivei 
liim and honor hini; I will set him on high, 
because he hath known my name." He is 
faithful, His word cannot fail, nor should oui 
faith be shaken. Deliverance is certain, for 
God hath spoken, and God is true. ^ 

The same His power, His love the sarne^ 

Unmoved the promise shines ; 
Eternal truth surrounds His name, 

And guards the precious lines, / 



JANUARY 31. 

We joy in God, Rom. ▼. 11. 

^N^'h^s ^s every believer's privileg(5 ; G k1 ii 

reconciled to him in the person and through 

"the work of Jesus : ail charges against him are 

blotted out; all his sins are freely and fully 

forgiven; he is justified from all things; and 

^^tands before God in Christ, accepted, be- 

A^oved, and blessed. To him God is love ; 

"X?vith him God is at peace ; and he is now a son 

>f God. If this is believed on the testimony 

>f God, and realized in thfe soul as the effect of 

"aith ; then God becomes our exceeding joy, 

ind we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 

jlory. If we joy in frames, they change ; if we 

joy in friends, they die ; if we joy in possessions, 

^hey are vanity ; but if we joy in God, though 

'the exercise of joy may be interrupted, yet the 

object remains eternally the same, and we shall 

joy for evermore. Beloved, look at Jehovah in 

Jesus ; there you see Him as the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort ; joy and 

rejoice in him as your God, your portion, your 

everlasting all. Throughout this day, joy in 

God as your Father, your Friend, and your 

Saviour. * 



Joy to find, in every station, 
Something still to do or bear : 

Think, -what spirit dwells within thee; 
Think, what Father^s smiles are thine ; 

Think, what Jesus did to win thee ; — 
( 'hild of heaven ! canst thou repine t 



FEBRUARY 1. 

Immamiel, Matt L 28. 

Consider Jesus through this day as Gul with 
thee ; God in thy nature ; God become man 
for thy salvation and consolation. None but 
Grod was able to save ; thy Jesus is God : it 
was necessary that the Saviour should be man, 
and Jesus is man. He has the nature of Hia 
Father, here is His ability ; He has thy nature 
also, here is His suitability. Jesus is God 
with thee, to hear thy prayers, check thy fear$, 
redress thy grievances, sympathize with thee in 
thy sorrows, and be thy every-day friend. God 
is with us, observing our conduct, directing our 
ways, reproving our follies, providing our sup- 
plies, and making all things work together for 
our good. Always remember, Jesus is with 
me; every sin is committed under His eye, 
against His love, and goes to His heart ; think, 
when tempted to sin, that you hear Immanuel, 
the suffering, bleeding, dying, reigning Saviour, 
say, ^* Oh, do not that abominable thing which I 
hate." Walk before Him in love, peace, holi- 
ness, and zeal, for his glory and praise. He is 
God for thee, as well as with thee. Look to 
His wisdom, power, and love, for safety and 
supply; and with filial confidence trust bis 
word. , 

Sweeter sounds than music knows 
Charm me in ImmanueFs name ; 
All her hopes my spirit owes 
To His birth, His cross, His shame. 
M 



FEBRUARY 2. 

Ths spirit of iupplieation, Zech. z'l 10. 

A.t>L Spiritual prayer is produced by tlie Holy 
spirit ; He convinces us of need, discovers to us 
^he fulness of Jesus, leads us to the throne of 
S^'aoe, and helps our infirmities there. The 
^©ry desire to pray is from Him, and the liberty 
^e enjoy in prayer is His gift. But how dread- 
ft^l a thing is sin, and. how condescending is 
the Holy Spirit ! He sympathizes with us, 
*^d maketh intercession for us, with unutterable 
expressions of distress ; with groanings which 
^^nnot be uttered. Sin has rendered us so 
▼lie, that no sacrifice but that of the Son of 
tiod Himself, conld atone for us ; and so weak, 
that none but the Holy Spirit can enable us to 
pray with fervor, faith, and success. See, be- 
loved, how deep are your obligations, and how 
great your dependence upon this blessed Spirit 
of grace and supplication. Be careful lest you 
grieve Him by your lightness, worldliness, or 
lukewarraness ; but sow unto the Spirit and ya 
shall reap life everlasting. He will testify to 
you of Jesus, and bless you with liberty and 
peace. , 

I want a heart to pray, 

To pray and never cease ; 
Never to murmur at thy stay, 

Or wish my suflferings less. 

I want a godly fear, 

A quick discerning eye, 
That looks to thee when sin is neai^ 

And sees the tempter fly. 



FEBRUARY 8. 

Cliave unto the Lofd» Acts xL 28. 

Every believer is united to Christ, and is ( 
with Him. Jesus is the vine, he is a branc 
Jesus is the husband, he is the bride. Sata 
design is to lead him from the Lord ; he knc 
well he can do little or nothing, while 
Christian cleaves to Jesus. Oh, then, clei 
to Him by faith, in love, with perseveran< 
Cleave t^ His truth, to His people, to ] 
ordinances, to His word, and to His thro 
Think of Jesus as the affectionate child thii 
of his beloved father, as the tender bride thir 
of her devoted bridegroom, as the way-w< 
traveller thinks of his cheerful home. I 
Jesus be uppermost in thy thoughts, let 1 
love rule thy heart, and let nothing steal aw 
thy affection from Him. Live upon His f 
ness, live according to His word, live in i 
element of His love ; no living safely, no livi 
happily, but as you cleave unto the Lo 
Never let Satan find thee at a distance fn 
Jesus, or he will assuredly be too much 
thee. He is ever on the watch to find tl 
wandering, that he may worry, deceive, a 
distress thee. Therefore cleave unto the Lo: 
with full purpose of heart. Cleave to Him 
the ivy to the oak, or the child to the mot he 
breast. ' 

Saviour, let me cleave to thee ; 
Love the bond of union be ; 
And, lest I should e*er depart, 
Keep thy dwelling in my heari / 
58 / 



FEBRUARY 4. 
PreewM faith, 2 Peter i 1. 

ITH is the gift of God. It is the fruit of 
rlasting love, the effect of grace ; we believe 
ough grace. The faith which is the evidence 
salvation, includes giving credit to the gospel 
ort, of a free and full salvation for poor un- 
thy sinners ; an application to Jesus on the 
me of grace, founded on that report ; and a 
jting on the word, work, and death of Jesus, 
life and salvation. This always produces 
i to Jesus, and leads the soul to obey Him 
of gratitude. It is precious ; being scarce, 
thus believe ; being valuable, without it we 
not please God, cannot be justified, cannot 
ice In hope, or enjoy gospel blessings ; but he 
t believeth is entitled to every precious prom- 
to all the fulness of Christ, to enjoy God in 
ry new covenant relation, and shall never see 
th. He is passed from death to life, and 
II never come into condemnation. Gracious 
i! give unto thy people, and unto me espe- 
ly, much precious faith, that believing in 
us, I may rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
of glory. Oh, to believe this day without 
Bering ! Oh, to be strong in faith, giving glory 
3od!. 

Oh, for a strong, a lasting faith, 
To credit what th* Ahnighty saith I 
To embrace the message of His Son, 
And call the joys of heav'n our own. 



PEBRUARY 5. 

Freeiow blood. 1 Pet L 10. 

The blood of Jesus is the price of our redenn^ 
tion, the object of our faith, the ground of o*^ 
peace, the subject of our meditation, and o^^ 
constant plea at the throne of grace. It satl ** 
fied divine justice, and speaks peace to tfc^^ 
humbled sinner's heart. It overcomes Satair"-^' 
and cleanseth from all sin. It purges the ooi^^" 
science from dead works, and leads us to jo^J^^ 
in God. We build on it as our foundation^^-^^* 
flee to it as our refuge, look to it as the cure fci^^^. 
sin, and sing of it as the joy of our heart. I^ ^ 
has made a perfect, a satisfactory, an infinil 
atonement: and no sinner can perish wl 
relies upon it, washes in it, and pleads it before 
God. It is indeed precious blood! It is in- 
valuable ! Whenever you feel guilt on your 
conscience, fears rising in your mind, or a 
gloom come over your spirit ; look to, meditate 
upon, make use of the precious blood of Jesus. 
It made peace, it gives peace, and it secures 
peace. It cleanses, heals, and sanctifies; and 
we could not live happy one day without it. 
The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from 
all sin. To this alone we must look as the 
foundation of our hope, and the ground of ouf 
peace. 
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Dear dyiDg Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power; 

Till all the ransom'd church of God 
Be saved to sin no more. 



FEBRUARY 6. 

He U precious, 1 Pet ii 7. 

Ves-— Jesus is precious to every believer: 
however Christians may differ upon some 
points, they all agree in this, Jesus is precious. 
They cannot always feel towards Him as they 
vrish, but they have always one and the same 
opinion of Him. He is precious in His per- 
son, word, work, blood, righteousness, and in- 
tercession : as prophet, priest, and king ; in 
every name He wears, every character He 
bears, every relation He fills, and every office 
He sustains ; so precious that none can be 
compared with Him. His people love Him, 
but none of them think they love Him enough ; 
they adore Him, but mourn over their want of 
fervor when addressing Him; they prefer Him 
above all things, and consider Him altogether 
lovely. Do you find Christ precious this morn- 
ing ? If He was to be sold, what would you 
give for him ? If you could be gratified, how 
would you feel towards him ? He is precious 
to poor sensible sinners ; to strong believers ; to 
holy angels ; and to God our heavenly Father. 
Is He so to you ? Live near to Him, be inti- 
mate with Him, and you will feel Him precious. 
The more you know of Him, the more yoa 
will prize him. ^ 

Hail, thoa ever blessed Jesus, 

Only thee I wish to sing ; 
To my soul thy name is precious, 

Thou my Prophet, Priest, and Kins. 

J 4\ 



FEBRUARY 7. 

My time* are in thy hand, Fk. xzxL 15. 

Every event is under divine control ; nothing 
is left to chance. The hand of God is in alU 
that occurs ; directing, overruling, or sanctify—^ 
ing to our good. He appointed all that con- 
cerns us, and appointed all in infinite wisdonK= 
and love ; therefore we should not judge rashly^ 
or conclude hastily. We know not what mai 
occur to-day, but we know that the purpose ol 
God cannot be frustrated, nor can His promise 
fail. He worketh all things after the counsd 
of His own will. He says, " My purpose shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure." But 
this is our comfort, that He taketh pleasure in 
His people, and in the prosperity of His ser- 
vants. Let us consider, then, everything passes 
under our Father's eye ; is overruled by our 
Saviour's power ; is directed by the Holy Spirit 
to do us good. It shall not be as our enemies 
wish, or as our hearts fear ; but as our God and 
Father pleases and has ordained. Be not there- 
fore anxious, troubled, or cast down; the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth, and He is God. Ho 
shall preserve thee from evil, He shall preserve 
thy soul. 



I know not what may soon betide, 
But Jesus knows, and He'll provide* 
My life is by His counsel jplann'd, 
And all my times are in His hand : 
111 therefore trust, nor yield to fear* 
Bat cast on Jesus all my car«. 

4% 



FEBRUARY 8. 

That I may 10m Chri^ PhiL ia 8. 

•^HE aim of men in general is to make a for- 
^^ne, enjoy the world, and live respectably: 
^be aim of the believer is to win Christ. Jesus 
possesses all He desires, and to possess Christ 
"^onld satisfy every wish. We have now a 
title to Him, we receive much from Him, and 
We often enjoy His love; but we want to be 
present with Him, and to have full possession 
of Him as our everlasting all. He is set before 
08 as our mark. He is held out as the prize, 
and is promised as the everlasting portion of 
every overcomer. Where is the heart this 
morning ? Which way do the desires tend ? . 
What is to be the object of pursuit to-day ? 
If Jesus is the principal object, failing in our 
pursuit after other things, losses, or crosses, 
i^vill not much afTect us ; but our conduct will 
«ay, ** I aim to win Christ ; if He is mine, all is 
'Weil, other things are but trifles compared with 
Him." Keeping Jesus in view thus, will pre- 
vent murmuring, cure our impatience, and keep 
our hearts in comparative peace. O may our 
every action cry in the ears of every observer, 
"That I may win Christ." He who has 
Christ, has an infinite portion ; unsearchable 
wealth. « 

Not softest strains can charm mine ears, 

Like His beloved name ; 
Nor aught beneath the skies inspire 

My heart with equal flame. 



FEBRUARY 9. 

Be waUhfid, Bey. iil % 

Satan is watching to ensnare us, the worlJ » 
watching to exult over us, and God is watoh 
ing to protect us. Jesus our best friend sayi 
to us. **Be Watchful." Watch against the 
spirit of the world, against thy easily besetting 
sins, against seasons of temptation, and again^ 
Satan the sworn enemy of thy soul. Watob 
for opportunities to do good, for answers t^ 
prayer, for the appearance of God as a God <^^ 
providence. Unite prayer to God, dependenc?^ 
on His holy word, and watchfulness together' 
pray to be kept from sin, in temptation, vj^-" 
spotted from the world ; trust in God t^ 
answer, but do not leave the throne ; and thec^ 
watch as though all depended upon thy dili--^ 
gence and efforts. Blessed is He that watohetl^ 
and keepeth his garments. " Watoh ye there<^ 
fore and pray always." But trust not thy 
watchfulness, but whUe watching trust in God. 
He that keepeth thee will not slumber: He is 
with thee when on guard, as well as when thou 
art feasting on His word and rejoicing at His 
table. He withdraweth not his eyes from the 
righteous. " The eyes of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, and His ears are open to their ory." 
Watch ye, therefore, and pray always. 

Oh I watch, and fight, and pray;— 

The battle ne'er give o'er ; 
Renew it boldly every day, 

And help divine implore. 



FEBEUARY 10. 

QatUfor vm. Psalm Itl 9. 

Beloved, the greatest mercy a sinner can enjoy 

is to have God on his side, engaged in his 

qoarrel, and employed in his most important 

Concerns ; this mercy is yours. God is for 

you: He chose you in Christ before the world 

began : He formed you to show forth His 

praise: He preserved you in Christ until He 

called you by grace : He quickened you by His 

Spirit, and led you to Jesus: He hag given 

you His Son, and promised every additional 

good. He has said to you, " Thou art mine.'* 

You have said, " I am thine." He is now your 

fefiige and strength ; He is tenderly concerned 

for your welfare, devotedly attached to your 

cause, and observes every step you take. He 

may try your faith, but will certainly supply 

your wants. He may exercise your patience, 

but will never turn a deaf ear to your cries, 

except you indulge iniquity in your heart. No 

parent ever felt so deeply interested in the wel- 

fitre of a beloved child, as thy God does in thine. 

He says, " Fear thou not ; for I am with thee ; 

be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will 

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 

will uphold thee with the right hand of my 

righteousness." , 

God is our refuge and defence, 

In trouble our unfailing aid ; 
Secure in his omnipotence. 

What toe can loaJce our souls afraid) 



FEBRUARY 11. 

fwiU spare them. MaL ffi. 17. 

Precious assurance! But whom will the 
spare ? All His children, — especially those 
speak of His goodness, witness to His fait 
ness, think upon His name, and honor 
before an evil generation: He says, " They 
be mine, in that day when I make up my 
els, and I will spare them as a father spj 
his obedient son." If we are aiming at 
Lord's glory, and walking by the Lord's v 
we have nothing to fear from any of His dij 
sations. He will shield us from danger, san 
our troubles, and secure our best interests, 
we are living to His praise, we may safely 1 
our wants and our comforts in His hands ; 
will supply the one and preserve the other, 
says, "Fear thou not, for I am with tl 
" Bring every trouble to my throne, every ^ 
to my fulness: I am el-shaddai, God all 
ficient: enough in the absence of every 
and everything. I am your God ; J may 
ish the nations, but I will spare you. Bel 
this and be happy. Rejoice in this and you 
rify me. You are no more a servant, bi 
son ; and if son, then an heir of God Ihrc 
Christ. Though I punish the world, I 
ppare you." * 

Jesus, my Saviour and my Lord ! 

'Tis good to trust thy name : 
Thy power, thy faithfulness, and love. 
Will ever be the same. 
« V / 



FEBRUARY 12. 

Hope thou in Ood- Psalm xliL 11. 

However gloomy the day, however strange the 
trials, however distressing the visitation, hope 
thou in God. He is with you, He is your 
God, He has promised to befriend you. He is 
the faithful God. . He will turn darkness into 
light, make crooked things straight, and make 
all grace abound towards you, so that you, 
having all sufficiency, may abound to every 
good work. The changes that affect you, can- 
not affect him. You cannot rely too simply 
upon Him, or expect too much from Him. If 
all within and without seem to conspire to dis- 
tress you, still say, " I will hope in God." Ex- 
pect Him to be to you all a gracious and 
powerful God can be ; expect Him to do all a 
loving Father and infinite God can do. Hopo 
for light in darkness, for relief in distress, for 
strength in weakness, for joy in sorrow, for 
deliverance when sinking beneath the wave, and 
for life in death. Hope for all you need, and 
for all God has promised. Hope thou in God, 
and in God alone. Hope because God has 
8]:x)ken, because he is true and faithful, and you 
cannot hope in vain. The foundation of your 
hope is laid in the blood of Jesus, and the oath 
of God. . 

Ye fearful saints ! fresh courage take ; 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, aud shall break 

In blessmgs on your head. 



/ ^ « 



FEBRUARY 13 

Sear h tne, Gad. Pb. cxzziz. 28. 

None can search the heart but God ; none a 
desirous or willing for the heart to be search< 
but real Christians. A believer desires to kno 
the worst. He dreads deception. Grace hi 
made him honest, and he prays, " Lord, seajrc 
me." If a man was to search, he would expos 
irritate, and injure us ; but if God search, I: 
will humble, strengthen, and heal us. Tl 
man who sees himself in the light of truth, ar 
knows himself as the effect of divine searching 
cannot trust himself for one moment; he fli( 
from ■ self to Jesus ; from law to grace ; I. 
loathes himself ; and while he confidently trusl 
in Jesus, and rejoices in hope, he walks humbl 
with his God. He cannot boast, he dares nc 
presume; but walks in holiness, and ascribe 
all to free grace. Beloved, take the heart 1 
Jesus to be searched. He says, " I am He tha 
siearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins." I 
He search you, He will save you from deceptioi 
self-righteousness, and every false way. B 
this your daily prayer, " Search me, O Goc 
and lead me in the way everlasting. Examin 
me, O Lord, and prove me: try rny reins an 
my heart." Let a man examine himself. Yo 
need searching. ' 

Lord) search my heart, and try my irayi| 

And make my soul sincere ; 
Then shall I stand before thy fiioe, 

And find acceptance there. 

4 



FEBRUARY 14. 

The Lord ddighteth in thee, Isa. Izil 4. 

AiTD is it possible, that such poor, depraved^ 
unworthy creatures, can be the objects of Je- 
hovah's delight? Yes — the infinite love of 
God has been fixed upon us from eternity : 
because He loved us, He sent His only begot- 
ten Son to die , for us ; He sent His Holy 
Spirit into our hearts ; and gave us a good hope 
through grace. Hear the Apostle : " But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
DEAD IN SINS, hath quickened us together with 
Christ : by whose grace ye are saved." Je- 
hovah views \is in Jesus, and loves us with an 
infinite love. Yea, He has loved us as He has 
loved Him. Every believer, though his faith 
may be weak, his fears many, his corruptions 
strong, his troubles great, and his temptations 
sore, is the object of Jehovah's delight. Let us 
therefore endeavor to pass through this day, yea, 
and every day, believing and realizing, "I am 
Jehovah's delight; the object of His highest love; 
the subject of His sweetest thoughts ; and His 
portion for evermore." O incomparable privi- 
lege! Source of comfort, holiness, and love! 
Thou hast more cause for gratitude than an 
angel 

God, the eternal mighty God, 

To dearer names descends ; 
Calls you his treasure and his ^oy, 

Hia children and his friends. 



FEBRUARY 15. 

Orieve not the Holy Spirit Ejrhes. iy. 80. 

We are absolutely dependent upon the fl 
Spirit for life, light, teaching, and sanctif 
tion. Without His presence, power,' 
operations, we are dead, dark, ignorant i 
carnal. We should therefore be very car< 
not to grieve, or dishonor Him. We do 
when we neglect, slight, or make any imprc 
use of God's holy word ; when we indulge 
hard thoughts of God, or low thoughts of 
Lord Jesus; when we mind the things of 
flesh in preference to spiritual things ; when 
trifle with, or indulge in any sin of omissioi 
commission; when we slight His intimati( 
abuse His gifts, and listen to Satan, the wo 
or the flesh, in preference to Him. When 
IS grieved He suspends His influence, and 
find no assistance in duty ; we get cold, car; 
and indifferent ; we taste no sweetness in sp: 
ual things, and the ministry of the word 
comes dry and lifeless; the Bible is a set 
book ; there is no power in prayer ; no gratit 
for mercies received ; and religion become 
task. Oh grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, 
whom ye are sealed unto the day of redempti 
but sow unto the Spirit, and ye shall reap 

cverlastinff. . 

(^ 

Return, O holy Dove ! return, 

Sweet messenger of rest ! 
I bate the sins that made thee mourn, 

And drove thee from my breasts 



FEBRUARY 16. 

I will he to them a God, Heb. yiii. 10. 

That is, to all His people. The object of their 
adoration and trust, the sujject of their medi- 
tation, and the source of all their happiness. 
To be our God, is more than being our friend, 
helper, or benefactor ; (creatures may be so ;) 
He engages to do us good according to His all- 
sufficiency, to bestow upon us blessings which 
none else can. He will pardon us, and pardon 
like a God — He will sanctify us, and sanctify 
us like a God — He will comfort us, and com- 
fort us like a God — He will glorify us, and 
glorify us like a God. If He is our God, He 
is our all, and all He has is ours. He is our 
inheritance, and a glorious inheritance He is. 
Consider, when in danger, in darkness, in dis- 
tress, in temptation, in duty, or in pain ; God 
will be to you a God, delivering, enlightening, 
comforting, strengthening, and sanctifying you. 
Make a God of Him, look to Him for all He 
has promised, which is all you want ; adore his 
divine perfections, and rejoice that they are all 
engaged to make you blessed. Live to His glo- 
ry, walk by His word, and He will glorify Him- 
self in your present and everlasting welfare. 
He rejoioeth to do good unto His people, He de« 
lights to bless them. . 

Here would I dwell, and ne*er remsve, 
Here I am Bafe from all alarms ; 
My rest is " everlasting love," 
My refuge, ** everiaating armsJ* 



FEBRUARY 17. 
JVotf is the day oftalvaikm, 2 Cor vL 2. 

What an unspeakable mercy to live at such a 
period. We are poor, lost, ruined sinners; 
but this is the day when salvation is freely be- 
stowed, without mpney and without price. The 
Lord saves from the love, power, and conse- 
quences of sin ; gives His Holy Spirit, writes 
His law in the heart, and directs our feet into 
the way of peace. He gives us Jesus, who is 
the Saviour ; gives us grace, which conquers 
ein; and gives us heaven, to enjoy when the 
journey of life is ended. This is the day in 
which He works deliverance for His people;* 
He employs His power. His wisdom. His 
word. His providence, and His angels, for our 
deliverance. What then shall we fear? Of 
whom shall we be afraid ? Let us go to Has 
throne, remembering that it is the day of sal- 
vation; let us plead for deliverance from all 
that mars our peace, prevents our enjoy menty 
or hinders us in our christian course. Let 
there be no despondency, for this is a day of 
good tidings ; it is, believe, and be saved ; 
pray, and be delivered ; wait on the Lord, and 
He will strengthen your heart. " By grace are 
ye saved, through faith ; and that not of your 
selves, it is the gift of God." 

Salvation I O the joyful eourd, 

'Tis pleasure to our ears ; 
A sovereign balm for every ^ound, 
A cordial for our fears. 
32 "^ / 



fEBRUARY 18. 

Be ye olio paUmt James v. 8. 

Our God is a God of patience. The Lord 
Jesus is the great example of patience. The 
Holy Spirit is the agent producing patience. 
Trials, troubles,, and disappointments, are the 
means which exercise and strengthen it. The 
patience required, is a disposition to bear all 
that God has appointed for us, without com- 
plaining ; yea, with resignation and hope : to 
wait God's time for the mercies we need, or 
for answers to the prayers we put up. Patience 
is the daughter of faith ; and it is only as we 
believe that God has appointed, overrules, or 
commands, for our good and His glory, that we 
can be patient. Patience produces self-posses- 
sion, shuts the mouth from complaining, keeps 
back the heart from seeking revenge, and is a 
principal point in self-government. Are you 
impatient ? Then confess it, and mourn over it 
before God; it will make you miserable, and 
lead ^u to dishonor God. Watch against it ; 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Look at 
the prophets, apostles, martyrs, at Jesus ; and be 
ye also patient : ^^ In your patience possess yo 
your souls." * 

Thus trusting in thy love. I tread 

The path of duty on : 
What though some cherished joys are fled. 

Some flattering dreams are gone 9 
Yet purer, brighter joys remain ; 
Why should my spirit then complaia ) 



FEBRUARY i§. 
He careth fwr you, 1 Peter v. T. 

Th* Lord knows all his people, their persona 
wants, and trials; He thinketh upon them t( 
benefit, deliver, and supply them. He keepc 
His eye upon them in all places, at all times, 
and under all ciroumstanoes. He has them it 
His hand, and will not loose His hold. H€ 
looks upon them always as His own; this 
objects of His love, the purchase of His Son*} 
blood, the temples of the Holy Spirit. Thej 
are precious in His sight. He knows they aw 
weak, fearful, and have many enemies. BK 
teaches them to cast themselves and all tbeii 
cares into His hands : and He has given theft 
His word, that he will care for them. It it i 
Father's care which He exercises. It is wise 
holy, tender, and constant ; therefore all will b< 
well, only trust. Believe that He cares for yot 
this day ; carry all your concerns to Him in th< 
faith of this ; leave all with Him, persuadec 
that He will manage all by His infinite \s^do!B 
and bring all to a good issue by His omnipot^U 
power. Cast all your cares upon Him as fas 
as they come in; be anxious for nothing. "Cas 
thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustai] 
thee; He will never suffer the rightenis to b 
moved." 

Cast, my child, on me thy care, 

'Tis enough tliat I am nigh ; 

I will all thy lurdens b^, 
,^ I will all thy wants suppAy. 

14 / / 



FEBRUARY 20. 

li thi Lordi hand waxed short f Num. zi. 23. 

Tfo — what He hath done, He can do; and all 
Ho hath promised, or His people need, He 
>^11 do. He has all power. He knows no 
diffioulty. Why then are we cast down ? Be- 
cause we do not believe His word, depend 
simply on His veracity, and expect all we 
need from His hand. He was displeased with 
Moses when he questioned His power, and He 
18 displeased with us when we doubt His love, 
distrust His providence, or ask, " How can this 
thing be ?" Whatever may be your difficulty, 
trial, or want, plead with the Lord and con- 
iidently expect deliverance ; and if any tempta- 
tion is presented to weaken your faith, rouse 
j'our fears, or disturb your tranquillity, meet it 
with this question, " Is the Lord's hand waxed 
short ?" Beloved, look not to the hand of man, 
but look simply to the* hand of God ; man may 
disappoint you, God will not. He is faithful 
that promised. He is a God at hand. He will 
be near you throughout this day ; His hand is 
able and readj to help you ; therefore trust and 
be not afraid. 

In heaven, and earth, and air, and seas, 
< He executes His firm decrees ; 

And by His saints it stands confessed 
That -what He does is ever best : 
Then on His powerful arm rely, 
And He wiU bring salvation nighr 



FEBKDARY 21. 

The Lord trieth the tiffhlMM, P&zlS. 

Where the Lord gives grace, He always 1 
it ; therefore His own people must expe( 
pass through the fire. He will try our £e 
of what sort it is ; our love, of what strengi 
is. He will also try our patience and our 
stancy. Let us not therefore be surprise* 
trials, nor let us be discouraged by them; 
He tries out of pure Jove, with the best dei 
according to a wise rule, and at the fi 
season. He considers our frame, our circ 
stances, and our foes; He does nothing rashl 
unkindly. He would not put us to pain ii 
did not need it; trials are preservatives oi 
storatives; ihey keep us back from evil, or 
intended to bring us out of evil into whici 
have fallen. Thy trials then are from the L 
His wisdom selected, His love appointed, 
His providence brings them about. If you 
" Why, Lord, am I tried thus ?" the answe 
" To humble thee, and to prove thee, and t 
thee good at thy latter end." Receive e 
trial as from God, and go to Him for strei 
to bear it, grace to sanctify it, and deliver; 
from it ; and so all will be well. It is no 
His pleasure, but for your profit, that you ai 
tried. • 

The clouds of deepest woe, 

A sweet love-message bear ; 
Dark though they seem, we cannot find 

A frown of anger there. 
66 



FEBRUARY 22. 

He detighteth in mercy. Mich. yii. 18. 

The proper object of mercy is misery ;« sia has 
rendered us miserable, and God has revealed 
Himself as merciful. He delighteth in mercy ; 
it is a pleasure to Him to have mercy upon us ; 
He delights to pardon our sins, relieve our 
necessities, and save our souls. His own glory 
being secured, He delights to bless His people. 
He is styled the Father op mercies ; and as a 
father takes pleasure in his children, so does 
our God in showing mercy. He always delights 
in mercy, therefore He does so this morning; 
go then and mourn over thy sins which have 
grieved Him, and rendered you miserable; go 
and plead for mercy at His throne, nor doubt 
for one moment His pity. His kindness, or His 
grace. Have you obtained mercy ? Be zeal- 
ous, to glorify God in the day of visitation ; be 
honest, and ascribe all to mercy which is her 
due ; and be active to spread the good news 
abroad, assuring poor miserable sinners, that 

QOD DELIGHTETH IN MERCY. With this chcck 

thy fears, repel thy temptations, and comfort thy 
heart. Believe it as an undoubted truth, plead 
it as a powerful argument with Go J, and daily 
rejoice in it. It is sweet to be an infinite debtor 
to mercy. 

Tis mercy in Jesus exempts me from hell ; 
Its glories 111 sing, and its wonders I'll tell ; 
Twas Jesus, my friend, when He hung on«the tree, 
Vho open'd the channel of mercy for me. ^ 

X 57 



FEBRUARY 28. 

Who laved me. GaL il 20. 

And what was Paul ? A blasphemer, a pers& 
outer, one who injured the church of God 
And did Jesus Jove Paul ? Yes — He hved me. 
Then the love of Jesus is free, and not on ac- 
count of anything man is. The cause of love 
is in God, not in the objects loved. You piay 
have looked for some reason to conclude . that 
God has lovod you, but you have been disap- 
pointed ; the Lord says, ** I will love them free- 
ly." When we were dead in sins. He quick- 
ened us because He loved us ; He revealed Jesus 
to us because He loved us ; He has given us His 
Holy Spirit because He loved us. Whom once 
He loves He never leaves. Jesus loves us this 
morning v/ith a free, infinite, and eternal love. 
He loves our persons apart from our graces and 
acts ; these are the effects of His love, and not 
strictly the objects of His love. O Holy Spirit ! 
whisper to our hearts this morning, "Jesus 
loved THEE, even thee." Oh, to love Him in re- 
turn ! to love Him above health, wealth, comfort, 
yea, life itself! Oh, to show forth the praises 
of His love by humility, faith, constancy, and 
zeal ! ■ 

Great God, to thy almighty love 

What honors shall I raise ? 
Not all the raptured songs above, 

Can render equal praise. 
Thy love to me surpasses thought,— 
Oh could I praise thee as I ought 1 

93 ^ ^ 



FEBRUARY 24. 

Who par e HiiMdf for me. GaL il 20. 

Jesus was our substitute. He lived, suffered, 
and died in our stead. Our sins were imputed 
to Him, punished in Him, and removed by 
Him. God had cursed us, but Jesus gave 
Himself to bear the curse in our stead ; every 
threatening of the law was executed on Him ; 
every one of the claims of justice was answered 
by Him ; and now God is just and yet the 
jnstifier of every one that believeth in Jesus. 
The debt-book is crossed, the handwriting that 
was against us is destroyed, and every foe is 
overcome. Do we think of the law we have 
broken, of the justice we have provoked, of the 
hell we have deserved ? Let us also think, 
Jesus gave Himself for me. He satisfied jus- 
tice, fulfilled the law, and brought glory to God, 
in my nature, name, and stead ; and God is in- 
finit-ely more honored by the life and death of 
my substitute, than He could have been either 
by my obedience had I never sinned, or by 
punishing me for sin. This is our rejoicing, that 
God can be just in justifying us who believe in 
Jesus. Thanks be unto God for His unspeaka- 
ble gift. « 

Oh ! let my trembling soul be still, 

While darkness veils the sky ; 
And wait thy wise, thy holy will, 

Wrapt yet in mystery : 
I cannot, Lord 1 thy purpose see, 
But all is well since ruled by thee. 



FEBBUART 25. 

Chfitt is all Col iu. 11. 

Yes — ^this is God's pur|K)8e, which cannot be 
frustrated, that Christ shall be all. He is all 
in our justification and sanctification, for we are 
justified and sanctified in his name. He is aU 
in our preservation and glorification, for we are 
kept by His power, and enter heaveii through 
His merits. Ho should be all in our pursuits, 
pleasures, hopes, motives and aims. Many pat 
their comforts in the place of Christ, and then 
God puts comfort out of their reach ; others put 
their graces in the place of Christ, and then 
faith, hope, and love are concealed by a cloud. 
There must be nothing between God and us, but 
Jesus; we must look away from sin, from 
graces, and from works, and expect to be ac- 
cepted, blessed, and honored, only in the name 
and for the honor of Jesus. Christ is our con- 
quering weapon, by which we overcome our 
foes ; our plea, by which we prevail with God ; 
our righteousness by which we are justified ; 
and our peace, which supports and comforts u« 
in life and in death. Christ is all we want, or 
God can give. He is our sun and shield ; our 
present joy, and endless portion. 

Saviour 1 the knowledge of thy loye 

Into my soul convey : 
Thyself bestow 1 for ITiee alone, 

Mv all in all I pray. 
I would be only, always thine, 
And prove the power of love divineii / 

#0 



FEBRUARY 26. 

Te do dishonor me, John viil 49. 

This is a complaint brought against us by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us listen to it. He 
has assured us of His love, that He seeks our 
good; that He will not be wroth with us; we 
dishonor Him, therefore, by our fretfulness 
under trials and troubles ; by our murmuring 
when all is not as we wish ; by our impatience 
to be delivered from pain ; by our unbelief in 
reference to His promises and providence; by 
our unthankfulness for the many mercies we 
receive ; by employing His favors in Satan's 
service; by limiting His power or His good- 
ness ; by omitting duties from want of love, or 
zeal; by relying on our services instead of free 
grace ; and by looking to others, instead of 
looking only and always to Him for all. Dis- 
honoring Jesus must be a great sin; it pro- 
duces deadness, darkness, and misery ; let us 
realize its criminality, lament it before God, 
seek repentance lor it, and forgiveness of it. 
Oh, let us aim to honor Jesus by gratitude, 
patience, faith, love, forbearance, penitence, zeal, 
and constantly aiming at His glory ! To honor 
Him in life, death, and forever !c 

Lord, draw my heart from earth away, 
And make it only know Thy call ; 

Speak to my inmost soul, and say, 
" I am thy Saviour, God, thine all V* 

Nor let mt more dishonor ITiee, 

But thy devoted servant be. ^ , 

41 



FEBRUARY 27. 

All things come of JTiee, 1 Chroa xxhf. 1 

Every good gift and every perfect gif 
above ; creatures apart from God an 
cisterns, dry wells, deceitful brooks, 
dwells in thy God, and flows from 
thee. Every crumb is from Christ. "V 
gives freely, cost Him groans, sweat, a 
to procure for thee. View Him as th 
of all good, and His atonement as the 
through which all flows to thee. 1 
thee thy temporal mercies, and thy 
blessings ; He gives thee also the a 
enjoy them, and employ them for H 
He directs all events, whether pleasing 
ful. " Be not angry with yourselve 
Joseph to his brethren, '*it was not 
God." To Him, therefore, your mind s 
directed, in prayer, dependence, and 
Look above creatures and see the Lor< 
as did Job, Eli, David, and Paul. R 
unshaken confidence and filial resign 
His word, power, providence, and lov 
remembering that all things come of Hi 
Lord will give us that which is goo< 
blessing with it, if we are looking to, a 
ing with Him. Every good gift and e 
feet gift is from above, — from Jesus. 

He sank beneath our heavy woes, 
To raise us to His throne ; 

Tliere's ne'er a gift His hand bestowB, 
But cost His heart a g^oan. 
62 / ^^ 



FEBRUARY 28. 

lam He that livetk. Rev. I 18. 

Je8\js once died in our stead ; He now liveth at 
t|>6 right hand of God. He is the fountain of 
"fe. Because He lives, His people shall live 
^8c>- He lives in heaven to see of the travail 
of His soul, in the regeneration, sanctification, 
preservation, and glorification of His beloved 
fiwaily. He lives to intercede for them, to 
fynpathize with them, and to pour down bless- 
es upon them. He lives to watch over them, 
^ oounsel and direct them, and to save them 
^^ evermore. He lives to execute the pur- 
P^^s of the Father, to manage all the concerns 
of Ijis church, and to glorify us with Him- 
^}^ for evermore. Gracious Saviour! earthly 
™ricls may die, but Thou livest ; temporal 
pO'J^iorts may be lost, but we have still a place 
^ I'hy heart ; Thou art our Friend before Thy 
•Jj^t leer's throne. May we ever remember, 
Jestjg liveth who was dead ; and He is alive 
ror Evermore, and has the keys of hell and of 
aea-th. Oh to live for Him on earth, who lives 
^' Xis in heaven! Oh, to live like Him, that 
** -tie is, so we may be in this world — ^repre- 
?^^"^^tives of God and holiness ! Oh, to live 
y. laith on Him, in sweet and holy fellowship 
*itK Him. . y V 

He lives — the great Redeemer lives I 
What joy the blest assurance gives t 
And now, before his Father-God, 
Pleads the full merits of his blood. 

si €t 



FEBRUARY 29. 

Xow not the world. 1 John iL 16. 

WiuT is the world? A shadow. A 
tion. The enemy of God. What can 
for us? It may enchant, but it will d 
It may please for a time,- but it will s 
the end. It is an enemy's country; wc 
pass through it, but we should not be U 
mate with the inhabitants of it. It ci 
our Saviour ; it is in open rebellion agaii 
God ; it has allured, deceived, and 
many of our brethren ;. it is reserved m 
at the judgment of the great day. W< 
soon be called to leave it, we may be cal 
day ; " For what is our life ? It is ev 
vapor, which appeareth for a little whil 
then vanisheth away." Let us fix and 
our love upon a worthier object ; let us ti 
thoughts to heaven, to Jesus ; and let i 
grace that we may daily and hcartil 
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee, an( 
is none upon earth I desire beside 
Precious Saviour ! engross our attenti< 
our affections, and be always our all i 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus, should 
motto every day. He alone is worthy 
love ; and He is worthy of it, for He di 
Jives to win it. 

Lord, from this world caU off my love, 

Set my affections right ; 
Bid me aspire to joys above, 
And wsuk no more by sight 
•4 
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MARCH 1. 

2%tf Maker U thine huthand. Isaiah liv. S. 

^^ET assurance ! Surprising condesoension. 

■*^oe8 Jesus, by whom all things were made, fill 

^is sweet relation? Is He my nearest and 

^^arest relative ? Yes — He loves thee more 

^nan any other : He is more closely united to 

*hoe, and more deeply interested in thee. He 

^^ the bridegroom, thou art the bride; He has 

^^poused thee to ffimself, has made full pro- 

^i«ion for all thy present wants, and is gone to 

*epare thy everlasting habitation, where thou 

^t to dwell with Him and enjoy His love. The 

'elation really subsists : He regards thee as His 

doved bride, and He would have thee live daily 

the reooUection that He is tliy Lord. O, love 

im above all. Call upon Him with confi- 

«noe. Look for Him with ardent longing. 

^e will oome to be glorified in His saints, and 

^^^nfiired in ail them that believe. Tliink not 

Idat He will ever forget the person, neglect the 

Loerns, or turn a deaf ear to the requests of 

s beloved, blood-bought bride. His love is 

dtey and the whole is set on thee ; and will 

^main fixed on thee forever. He is in one 

and, and none can turn Him. Having loved 

lee. He will love thee unto the end. 







V 



Jesus, my Shepherd, Husband, Friend, 

My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, ray Life, my Way, my Erd, 

Accept the praise 1 brbg. 

V 
z «& 



MARCH 2. 

Rentl ike DevU, James hr. 7. 

E\'ERY believer must expect to be visited by 
Satan ; he is oar adversary ; he is always 
watching for an opportunity to injure us. He 
first tempts us to sin, and then accuses us of 
sinning. He misrepresents every subject. He 
endeavors to make the world appear lovely, 
sin trifling, death terrible ; he generates bard 
thoughts of God, perverts His Holy Word, and 
leads believers into bondage. His fiery darts are 
very terrible. Thoughts the most blasphemotis, 
horrible, and unnatural, are often thrown into 
the mind by him ; and then he lays them to our 
charge, and distresses our souls on account of 
them. But we are called upon to resist him 
steadfast in the faith, believing what God is to 
us ; what Christ has done for us ; what He baa 
promised to give us ; and that God will bruise 
him under our feet shortly. The triumphing of 
this WICKED ONE is but short ; for we shall over- 
come him by the blood of the Lamb, and the 
word of His testimony. Look to Jesus, call 
upon thy God, and oppose the blood and right- 
eousness of Jesus to all his charges. He is 
mighty, but thy Jesus is almighty. Take thia 
shield of faith, and thou shalt quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. 

Temptations everywhere annoy; 
And sins and snares my peace destroy : 
Lord) let thy presence be my stay, 
And guard me in this dangeroas way. 
66 ^ 



MARCH 3. 

Let Iff kaoe grace, Heb. xiL 28. 

We daily need graoe to sustain us in troubles ; 
to subdue our corruptions ; to sanctify our 
tempers; to \ preserve us in temptation; to 
quicken oar languid affections ; to enlarge our 
experience; to render us useful to others; to 
enable us to endure to the end; and to meet 
death with confidence and joy. Our God is tjie 
God of all grace. Jesus is full of grace, and 
He giveth more grace. He has promised it, 
*^He will give grace;" He has invited us tc 
oome and receive it, "Come boldly to the throne 
of grace, that ye may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need." His grace is 
suffiqient for us ; but without grace we are dull, 
lifeless, and sure to fall. Oh let us look to 
Jesus for grace to strengthen us, sanctify us, 
and make us useful. Let us never attempt any- 
thing in our own strength ; but let us receive 
from the Lord, that we may live to the Lord ; 
and ascribe all that we do that is good, to the 
grace of God which is with us. Grace is always 
free. It is free for us, for us this morning, and 
our God bids us come and receive. Come then 
boldly to the throne of grace, and you shall 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help you this 
dny. V 

On me, my King, exert thy power. 

Make old things pass away ; 
Transform and draw my soul to Thee, 

Still nearer eyery day. 



MABCH 4. 

Ottly Mimfe, Mark t. 86. 

That is, take God at His word Givo HinL^:x 

credit for meaning what He says, for beio ^i- — » 
faithful to his own word ; and then what wil— ^ 
become of your fears ? God speaks to you ^ ] 
langii^ge which you can understand ; He proflC^' 
ises all you can possibly need; He bids yi^^ 
put Him in remembrance, and plead vri^ 
Him ; and He pledges His character for tt^^ 
comfort of your heart. If you believe not, yc^ 
make God a liar; you bring darkness on yoi-^. 
own soul ; you give Satan an occasion againT^ 
you ; and p, thousand doubts, fears, and susp: 
cions distress you. Is it any wonder ? Can yoi 
offer a greater insult to God than deliberately 
to disbelieve His word ? But you ask, Are th^^ 
promises made to me ? Yes, t^)' every one that^^ 
believeth, and to you if you believe. And the 
Spirit is promised to work faith in your heart; 
complain not then of the difficulty of believing, 
or of the power of unbelief ; but go to thy God 
and plead with Him, crying, " Lord, increaae 
my faith :" and go to His word, as to the 
word of a gracious Father, and endeavor to 
believe it. - 

Why, my soul ! art thou perplexed f 
Why with faithless trouble vexed ] 
Hope in God, whtise saving name 
Thou shalt joyfully proclaim. 
When his countenance shall shine 
Throi^h the clouds that darken thiiMu / 




MARCH 6. 

Fear thou not Isaiah zli. 10. 

^ Hk Lord's people are all prone to fear bo- 
^U8e they do not realize their relation to God, 
''heir interest in the promises of God, and that 
^hey are always in the presence of God. 
Itow graciously our God forbids our slavish 
fears, and encourages confidence in Himself! 
Our slavish fears dishonor Him, our filial confi- 
dence glorifies Him. He loves to be trusted I 
He is grieved by our doubts and fears. We 
fihonld fear nothing but sin ; and if we fear siu 
follow holiness, and preserve a conscience void 
of offence toward God and man; if we live 
upon His word, daily use the open fountain and 
cultivate communion with our God, we will 
have no cause to fear. Beloved, leave all your 
distrust, and slavish fear, to the poor, godless 
worldling ; but trust thou in the living God 
always, and everywhere. Hope in God ; wait 
upon God ; expect from God ; follow hard after 
(rod : and all you want will be given, and ail 
that would injure you will be frustrated. Be 
Dot afraid, only believe ; Jesus is with thee, and 
\^I1 preserve, bless, and keep thee ; thereforO| 
" Fear thou not.'' 

And art Thou with me, gracious Lord, 

To dissipate my fear t 
Dost thou proclaim Thyself my God, 

My God forever near t 
Then fareweU, anxious, gloomy oare, 
Since God forbids my soul to fear. 






/ 



MARCH 6. 

Walk worthy of God, 1 Thess. iL 12. 

God hath called us with au holy calling, ti 
enjoy a holy Saviour, believe a holy gospel 
possess a holy nature, and walk in a holy way 
All the provisions of free grace, all the promises 
of infinite love, and all the precepts of reigning 
holiness, unite to require us to be a holy people 
unto the Lord our God. We are to imitate th< 
conduct of our God ; He feeds His foes, lovei 
His people, and always acts becoming Hi 
glorious character. Enemies mil lie in waii 
to deceive you, errors will be broached to mis- 
lead you ; but beware, lest being led away bj 
the error of the wicked, ye fall from your owi 
steadfastness. Consider your character,— chil- 
dren of God; your high privileges, — ^united t( 
Jesus, temples of the Holy Ghost, companions 
of saints and angels, the friends of God ; youi 
destination, — to fill a throne of glory, wear t 
blood-bought crown, and reflect the praises of 
Jehovah forever. Walk worthy of God, suit 
able to your character, profession, and destina 
tion. Walk with God ; walk as Jesus walked 
walk circumspectly ; walk in love ; walk hon 
estly as in the day ; so will you adorn youi 
profession, and secure to yourself corribrt anc 
peace. • 

Oh ! for a cloeer walk with Gkxl, 
A calm and heavenly frame,— 

A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb t 

to >l ^ 



MARCH 7. 

Epkrmm my dear son. Jer. zzxL 20. 

Poor fickle, backsliding Ephraim, is thus call- 
od by our infinitely gracious God. Adopted by 
grace into the heavenly family, taught by the 
Spirit and united to Jesus, God views us 
through Him ; and having predestinated us to 
be conformed to the image of His Son, He 
views things which are but purposed as accom- 
plished, and we are comely through the comeli- 
ness He has put upon us. His love to us is 
wonderful ; He says, '' He that toucheth you. 
toucheth the apple of His eye." Ho rejoices to 
do us good, and gives His angels charge over 
us. He will not suffer any one really to hurt 
os; but, lest this should be the case, He will 
keep us night and day. Let us then abide in 
Jesus ; let us cultivate communion with this 
gracious God ; let us follow on to know the 
Lord; trust in Him at all times; wait upon 
Him continually ; and rejoice in this delightful 
fact, that God calls us ''his dear sons, his 

PLEASANT CHILDREN." Hc HOt Only CuUs US 

80, but treats us as such ; and addresses us as 
such in His holy word. Let us call Him our 
Father, and look to Him for all we need ; so shall 
We honor Him, conquer Satan, and enjoy peace. 
Oar Father is God : our God is our Father. 



/ 



If Fve the honor, Lord, to be 
One of thy nuuierous family, 
On me the gracious gift bestow, 
'■''* call Thee Abba, J'athri t Vt< 



MARCH 8. 

They need not depart Matt sir. IfL 

How many things concur to lead or drive as 
f away from Jesus ! But we need not depart 
from Him ; He has everything we can possibly 
want, for body or soul, for time or eternity. 
He gives grace and glory, and no good thing 
will He withhold from them that walk uprightly. 
Having called us, and drawn us t« Him, He 
wishes us to abide with Him; and if tempted 
to leave Him, to whom can we go? He wiU 
supply every want, sanctify every trial, enable 
us to overcome every difficulty, and make* us 
happy in His own love. The world will allure 
you, Satan will try to drive you, and inward de- 
pravity will prompt you to wander ; but keep 
near to Jesus this day ; think of Him, look to 
Him, call upon Him, converse with Him ; make 
Him your Companion, Friend, and God. There 
is no real happiness, or solid peace, but in the 
presence and blessing of Jesus; and when He 
giveth quietness none can make trouble. If you 
wander, if you look to others, if you set your 
affections on anything below, you cannot justify 
your conduct, for you need not depart. He is 
all. He has all. He will give all. You have 
only to believe His word, and your wants shall 
be all supplied. * 

Oh, let U9 ever walk in Him, 

And nothing know beside ; 
Nothing desire, nor aught esteem, 

But Jesus crucitied. 
1% 



MARCH 9. 

Heair ye Hhn, Matt. zviL 5 

Jesus speaks to us in His word ; He tells us a]l 
His mind ; and the Father comniands us to 
bear Him. He speaks to us in a variety of sub- 
jects; He instructs, exhorts, warns, directs, and 
comforts. He always speaks in love. Every 
wprd is intended to do us good. Let us then 
f take up His word and say, '' I will hear what 
God the Lord will speak." How much better 
this than to listen to Satan, unbelief, carnal 
reason, or men. Let us believe what He says, 
for He speaks truth ; expect what He promises, 
for He intends to bestow; practise what He 
commands, for His ways are peace ; and abstain 
from what He prohibits, for it is sure to be in- 
jurious. Hear Him, and plead His word in 
prayer. Hear Him, and oppose what He says, 
to fear, Satan, and appearances. Hear Him, 
and compare all doctrines with His word. Hear 
Jesus every day, give Him your attention at 
•east for a few minutes ; you can hear nothing 
better than what He speaks ; no one that has a 
greater claim upon your attention. Hearing 
Jesus with attention, prayer, and faith, will pre- 
vent a great number of real evils. • 

Jesus, ray Propbet, heavenly Guide 1 
Thy sweet instructions I will hear ; 
The words that from Thy lips proceed, 
Oh how divinely sweet they are ! 
Thee, my great Prophet, I would love, 

And imitate the blest above. 

•4 
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MARCH 10. 

2Vouble it near, PBalm zzil 11. 

Trouble and the Christian are sel 
; • apart, or long apart; this may sound di 

ing ; but Jesus and the Christian ar 
apart. He will never leave us, and trc 
intended to prevent our leaving Him, 
bring us back if we have already wai 
The loving heart guides the hand which si 
and nothing is done by Him, or permittee 
that it may be overruled for our good. Ti 
may be near, but the throne of grace al 
[ near; His word of promise is near; and I 

';•: near who justifieth us. In trouble God 

t glorify His grace, deepen His work in j 

:■ heart, brighten your evidences, and fill 

^ with joy and peace in believing ; plead \s 

Him to do so, let not trouble fill you w 
, confusion, weaken your faith or drive y 

from Him ; but listen to, and act upon I 
word. He says, "Call upon me in the day 
trouble, 1 will deliver thee, and thou sh 
glorify Me." *' I will be with him in trouble 
will deliver him and honor him." '* Hath ] 
said, and shall He not do it ? He hath spoki 
and shall He not make it good?" Eve 
trouble is intended to endear Jesus to your hea 

"~ This land thro' which His pilgrims go, 

Is desolate and dry : 
But streams of grace from Him o*erflow, 

Their thirst to satisfy : 
Jesus has all His saints can want^ 
And when they need He'll freely grant 



HARgn 11. 

B eUmed, new are we the aon9 of Ood. 
1 John ill 2. 

What surprising grace is this. For what are 
we? Poor, vile, depraved, unworthy sinners 
So base by nature that we had not one redeem- 
ing quality, and even now, apart from the work 
of the Spirit, there is in us no good thing. But 
we were predestinated to the adoption of 
ohildren ; we were born again of the Spirit ; 
and grace has put us among the children, for 
its own glorification. Beloved, now, while we 
feel so much corruption, while despised by the 
world, harassed by Satan, tormented with fears, 
ROW are we the sons of God. And will God 
neglect or disregard his beloved sons ? No— •• 
let us then cherish the thought, believe the 
fact, and rejoice in the relationship. Let us 
walk and act as the sons of God, coming out 
from among the formal, the self-righteous, and 
the profane ; and devoting ourselves entirely to 
the Lord's service and glory. Let us remember 
in trouble, in sickness, and in death itself, God 
is our Father, Jesus is our brother, and heaven 
is our home. Let us approach God as children, 
Mid plead with Him as sons. He says to us, 
^^Come near unto me, my son, that I may blets 
thee.»% 

The Qod who reigns above, we call 

Our Father and our Friend : 
And, blessed thought ! His children all 

Shall see Him in the end. 



MARCH 12. 

We ihall be like Hlnu 1 Joha iii 2. 

Like whom ? Like Jesus in His glorified 
manity. As free from sin, as perfect in holin 
as completely happy. His likeness will app 
in every believer. What a contrast with 
present! Now we appear to ourselves, 
times, as like Satan as possible. O*^ , the de 
of depravity we discover, the powerful con 
tions we feel, the fearful opposition to God 
sometimes experience ! But we shall be 
Him. God has purposed it, the gospel plai 
reveals it, and the Holy Spirit is engaged 
effect it. Every evil shall be purged out, e\ 
virtue shall be produced and perfected, and 
shall be pure as He is pure. Let us then 1 
forward to, and anticipate that glorious peri 
let us consider the end of our election, rede: 
tion, and calling; and let us pray, pant, 
Btrive to be holy. If holiness is our elem 
heaven will be our home, and unspeaki 
happiness our eternal portion. But we kj 
not what we shall be, only that we shall be 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. If we 
fer, we shall also reign with Him. • 

^ Oh ! glorious hour ! — Oh 1 blest abode I 

I shall be near, and like my God ; 
And flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred pleasures of the souL 

My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet's joyful scund : 
Then burst the chains, with sweet surprise, 
And in my Saviour's image rise. 
U -J 




A£ARCH 13. 
Seek iho»e thingi which are above, CoL iiL 1. 

And what are the things which are ahove ? 
Holiness— or conformity to Jesus, and entire 
devotedness to His service. Happiness — flowing 
from the manifestation of Jehovah's glory, the 
presence of Jesus, and the soul's delight in His 
will. Unity — saints above realize close, inti- 
mate, and indestructible union to Father, Son, 
and Spirit; they enjoy sweet and constant 
union with each other, and the holy angels; 
they have unity of design, work, and enjoyment. 
Seek those things which descend from above; 
BB faith — which believes, trusts, and prefers 
God's word : love — which has God for its 
author, Christ ibr its principal object, and 
spiritual things for its chosen subjects ; fellow- 
sidp— -with Father, Son, and Spirit, and all 
spiritual persons and subjects. In a word, 
all spiritual gifts, graces, and operations. Seek 
them earnestly, principally, and constantly. 
Think much and often upon them. Highly 
value and esteem them. Constantly prefer 
them to earthly things. Labor to possess and 
enjoy them. God giveth liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not. You have not, because you ask not. 
Ask and receive. Receive and be happy. Your 
God bids you '* Rejoice." « 

Bise, my soul, and stretch thy wings, 

Thy better portion trace ; 
Bbe from transitory things, 

Towards heaven, thy native place, V 



MARCH 14. 

Lordy what is man ! Psalm cxliv. 8. 

By nature he is an enemy to God, in oj,^ 
rebellion against Him, and justly conderan^^ 
by Him. He is in love with sin, a slave t^ ^ 
lust, a servant of Satan. He is blind to hi^ 
best interests, deaf to the calls of God, and deai 
in trespasses and sin. He is an open sepul 
chre, a mass of wretchedness and disease^^ 
abominable and filthy beyond description. KnC^ 
can such a creature be the object of Jehovab'^^ 
love, the purchase of a Saviour's blood, and th^^ 
habitation of the Holy Spirit? Yes — as sucbj 
they were chosen to salvation — as such, Jesus 
was sent into the world to redeem them — as 
such, the Holy Spirit came to quicken, cleanse, 
iiistify, and save them ! O amazing grace ! 
Astonishing mercy ! And will God in very 
deed dwell with such creatures upon earth ? 
Yes — '' To this man will I look, and with him 
will I dwell, that is poor, and of a contrite spirit, 
and that trembleth at my word." Well may 
the patriarch exclaim, "What is man that Thou 
shouldest magnify him ? and that Thou should* 
est set thine heart upon him ?" 

Oh, what is feeble, dying man, 

Or any of his race, 
That God should make it his concern 

To visit liim with grace I 
That God, who darts His lightnings dcwn, 

Who shakes the worlds aiwve, 
And mountains tremble at His frown, 

How wondrous is His love 1 

i8 



MARCH 16. 

A Christian, 1 Peter iv. 16c 

A Christian wears the name, possesses the 
nature, breathes the spirit, lives the life, and 
devotes himself entirely to the glory of Jesas. 
All Christ has is his, all Christ has done was 
for him, and all Christ has promised he may 
expect. Are you a Christian? Is the raatter\ 
doubtful ? Does Jesus live in you ? Are you 
living by faith upon Him ? Is He your daily 
bread? Do you find that you could as well 
live without food, as without Jesus ? This is a 
sure evidence. This is the certain effect of the 
Spirit's work. If you are a Christian, you 
pant, pray, and strive to be Christ-like; to 
bear about in your body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be made 
manifest in your mortal body. You put off the 
old man which is corrupt, and put on the new 
man which is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. You may live in newness of life, as 
one raised from the dead ; exhibiting the effects 
of His death in deadness to the world, love to 
immortal souls, bearing testimony to the truth, 
and looking for, and hasting to, the coming cf 
the day of God. t ^ 

Father, in me reveal thy Son ; 
And in my iomost soul make known 

How merciful Thou art : 
The secret of Thy love reveal, 
And by Thine hsdlowing Spirit dwell 

Forever in my heart. 



MARCH le. 

Thy God reigneth. Isaiah lii 7. 

Jesus has power over all flesh. He is r 
the throne of the universe. He superintends 
things. His will cannot bo frustrated. His 
signs must bo accomplished. Nothing is lef 
chance. His hand is in every event. He r 
over the world by His power. He rules in 
church by His word. He rules in the h 
by His Spirit. He reigns to crush or con 
thy foes ; to secure thy well-being and 
glory. Let this truth calm and compose 
mind at all times: "My God reigneth." 
sitteth above the water-floods, He remainet 
king forever. He is entitled to all honor. 
is the proper object of thy fear, faith, and I 
See Him on His throne and rejoice ; for it 
volves thy safety, happiness, and honor, 
men oppress ? does Satan annoy ? are thi 
going cross ? This is thy comfort, God rei 
eth: He directs and controls every being ; 
every event. Gracious God ! may I ever 
believing that the reins of government are 
Thy hands ; and that Thy counsel shall sta 
and that Thou wilt do all Thy pleasure. 
God, reign in me ! - 



His kingdom cannot fail ; 

He rules o'er earth and heaven ; , 

The keys of death and hell 

Are to our Jesus given : 
Lift up the heart, lift up the voice, 
Rejoice aloud, ye saints, rejoice. 
80 ^ 



MARCH 17. 

Godioas manifest in the fleth, 1 Tim. ill 16. 

E manifestation of God is in the person and 
rk of Christ, and we are herefrom to learn 
at our Go J is, and what we may expect 
m to do for us. What Jesus was to those 
)xxt Him, such Jehovah is; what Jesus did 
1 was willing to do, that our God is willing 
do for us. In Jesus we see tender love, 
Iting compassion, and gracious forbearance ; 
rcy and power, rectitude and pity, holiness 
1 long-suffering, justice and harmlessness, 
ited. Such is our God. Fury is not in Him. 
ve is His name and His nature. And can 
X slavishly fear such a God ? Can you wil- 
ly sin against and grieve such a being ? Can- 
; you believe his word, depend upon His 
acity, rejoice in His name, and expect from 
m every promised good ? For this purpose 
8 word was written. His name is published, 
1 Jesus died. Always look at God in Christ ; 
empt not to learn God from nature. "Nc 
n hath seen God at any time ; the only begot- 
L Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
hath declared Him." " I have manifested 
f name."' 



Till God in human flesh I see, | i 

My thoughts no comfort find ; m 

The holy, just, and sacred Tueeb, 
Are terrors to my mind : 

But if Immanubl's mce appear, 

Mr soul surmounts each slavish fear. V 

p ^81 



MARCH 18. 

But He answered her not a loord. Matt xv. 23. 

Delays are not denials. Jesus delayed to an- 
swer, but He did not deny her request. He 
hath said, "Ask, and it shall be given you. 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, He will give it you." Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but His word must stand for- 
ever. He delays the answer to try our faith, 
patience, and perseverance ; but when He sends 
the blessing He proves His faithfulness, pity, 
and love. Be not discouraged though your 
prayers remain unanswered for a time ; it will 
not be always so. This poor woman had to 
wait, though her case was very trying, and 
her request very urgent ; but at last Jesus 
commended her faith publicly, and dismissed 
her with, *'Be it unto thee even as thou wilt." 
Prayer will prevail, if it is the prayer of faith. 
Pray on, then, and do not faint. Say as Jacob 
on the plains of Peniel, *' I will not let thee go 
except thou bless me." Plead with Him ; be 
importunate ; wait His time ; be willing to 
receive in His own way ; be concerned that He 
should be glorified in giving to you, or doing for 
you ; and you cannot fail. His mercy is from 
everlasting to everlasting, upon them that fear 
Him. * 

Thea let us earnest cry, 

And never faint in prayer 
He sees, he hears, and, from on high. 
Will make our cause his care. 
83 J 



MARCH 19. 

In His favor is life. Psalm xxx. 5. 

HAT is, in the favor of God in Christ. If He 
ave a favor towards us, all will be well ; but 
e has, and as a proof of His favor He gave 
esus for us, and to us; He sent the Holy 
^Spirit to quicken, teach, and sanctify us. By 
l>elieving we enter into the enjoyment of His 
^fttvor : and enjoying His favor we learn to 
cJespise all that is opposed to it. Our spiritual 
Xife flowed from His favor ; our happiness stands 
in the enjoyment of His favor; and heaven 
"Will be the full display and realization of His 
favor. To- His favor we ascribe all our present 
oomfort and future hopes. By the favor of 
Ood we are what we are. By His favor we 
are saved. This is the source of every good, 
the joy of every true believer's heart. Let 
us endeavor to ascertain beyond a doubt, that 
vre are the favorites of God; let us prize His 
favor above thousands of gold and silver ; and 
let our daily prayer be, " Remember me, O 
Lord, with the favor that thou bearest unto Thy 
people : O, visit me with Thy salvation, that I 
may see the good of Thy chosen, that I may re- 
joice in the gladness of Thy nation, and glory 
with Thine inheritance. Amen, even so, Lord 
Tesus." . ^ 

Early, my God ! without delay, 

1 oaste to seek thy face ; 
My thirsty spirit faints away, 

Without wy cheering grace. 



MARCH 20. 

The Lord is risen. Luke xjly. 3 U 

Jesus onco died for our sins, and He rose 
our justification. He lay in the grave as • 
substitute, He rose as our representative, 
died that we may live. He lives, and we si 
live through Him, and with Him forever. 
is risen, having conquered death, reconciled 
to God, perfumed the grave, and finished 
work which the Father gave Him to do. 
He arose, so shall we. As He is gone i 
heaven, thither should our thoughts, our hoj 
and our affections ascend. Jesus has risen 
plead our cause ; manage our affairs ; fulfil '. 
precious promises ; and to prepare for us mansi 
in our Father's house. Sin was atoned for 
His death, heaven is secured by his life. H 
our risen, ascended, and reigning brother. 
is our conquering and crowned captain. Oh, 
us think of, speak for, and devote ourselves 
Jesus. He is above the world ; let us live ab 
its vanities, amusements, and trammels ; let 
look beyond death to that glorious resurrect 
when we shall be raised from the dead, and ] 
sess bodies which shall be incorruptible, glori( 
powerful, and spiritual. . 

Jesus triumphs 1 sing His praises ; 

'Twas by death He overcame ; 
Thus the Lord His glory raises ; 

Thus He fills His foes with shame. 



Sing His praises ! 
Praises to the Yictor^s name, v ^ 



$4 



MARCH 21. 

/ will give you rest. Matt. xL 28. 

-I^flERE is no rest for the Christian in the world 

T^hero will be .always something to disturb, 

\>erplex, or distress him : it is an enemy's land. 

^ut Jesus says, "I will give you rest." He 

^oes so by enabling us to rely on His word, 

Recognize His hand, submit to His will, and 

trust in His perfect work. He assures us that 

oar sins are forgiven us ; that our persons are 

safe in His keeping ; that His presence shall 

always be with us : and that all things shall 

work together for the best. We can rest on 

His faithfulness ; He has been tried, and found 

fkithful. We can rest on His love, for it knows 

not the shadow of a turn. We can rest . on His 

power ; it is ever engaged on our behalf We 

can rest on His covenant, it is ordered in all 

things and sure. We can rest on His blood ; it 

speaketh peace, pardon, and acceptance with 

God. We can rest at His feet ; tliere we are 

safe, and can never be injured. We cannot rest 

on our graces, on our comforts, on our friends, or 

on our possessions ; but we may rest on Jesus — 

we should rest on Him with unshaken confi- 

. dence, and ardent love ; for His promises are 

plain, His power is infinite, and His love passeth 

knowledge. 

God ia thy rest ; — with heart inclined 
To keep His word, that word believe, 

Christ is thy rest ; — with lowly mind, 
His hght and easy yoke receive. 



MARCH 22. 
Preciom jtroniieei, 2 Pet L 4. 

The premises of scripture are the promise 
the great God ; they are all of free gr 
they are confirmed by the blood of Jesus ; 
are exceeding great and very precious, ^. 
are so plain that a child can understand th 
and so great that no angel could fulfil t 
There is such a variety that they meet e 
case ; and such a fulness tliat they inc 
every want. They are breasts of consoh 
for the poor, tried, and distressed believer ; 
are the strength and support of every chile 
God. They are our plea at the throne 
grace, our confidence in the hour of trial, 
our rejoicing in prospect of death. Belc 
God's promises are t^ be your daily comj 
it is for you to search them out, store them 
believe them, trust in them, plead them, 
be assured of their fulfilment, because, " H 
faithful who promised." The promises are r 
precious than gold or silver ; sweeter than h( 
or the honey -comb ; more lasting than 
earth ; and more stable than the pillars 
heaven. Let us think of them, plead them, 
expect their fulfilment to-day ; our God : 
faithful God, keeping covenant and mercy i 
a thousand generations. . 

Praise to the goodness of the Lord, 
Who rules His people by His word ; 
And there, as strong as His decrees^ 
He sets His kindest promises. 
86 ^ 



MARCH 23. 

Where is your faith ? Luke viiL 25 

! disciples were in a storm, surrounded by 
^er, and filled with fear ; they apply to 
IS — this was right ; they doubt His care, 
jtion His love, and cry, "We perish."— 
3 was wrong. Jesus demands, " Where is 
I FAITH ?" May He not put the same 
jtion to us ? We have His word, but do we 
tily believe it ? We speak of His love, but 
^e confidently trust it ? We read of His 
, but do we see our safety in it ? We often 
1 to believe any one sooner than Jesus ; to 
fc any word more than His word ; and there- 

we are cast down, fearful and distressed, 
us this day endeavor to fix our faith stead- 
ipon His precious word ; let us believe iu 

particular providence ; let us communi3 
I Him as our firm and faithful friend. He 
, " Let not your hearts be troubled, ye 
>ve in God, believe also in Me." He is 
;hy of credit, He cannot deceive ; He de- 
es our confidence. He will not neglect ; He 
•urages our hope, and promises, "If ye ask 
iihing of the Father in My name, I will do 

Do you believe this? Do you believe it 
a you pray ? 

Oh, how wavering is my mind, 

Toss'd about with every wind; 

Ob, how quickly doth my heart 

From the living Gkid depart : 

O my Gk>d, thy grace impart, 

To &x and bind my wandering Yieat^K 



MARCH 24. 

Thy sins are forgiven. Luke viL 48. 

Whose sins ? Thine, if thou believest in Jesns^- 
For to Him give all the prophets witness, thai 
through His name whosoever believeth in Him^ 
shall receive remission of sins. If we confess ^ 
our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness. God pardons, for Christ's sake, 
every one who believeth, confesseth, and for- 
saketh sin. He thus proves Himself ready to 
forgive, plenteous in mercy, and full of com- 
passion to all who call upon Him. He never 
refuses to pardon, nor manifests the least re- 
luctance. Nor ought we to doubt for one mo- 
ment upon the subject, seeing His word is so 
plain. His grace is so great. His mercy is so 
free ; and His faithfulness so clearly proved. 
What then do we want ? Onlv faith to believe 
God's word, that we, being believers in Jesus, 
having confessed sin at His throne, and prayed 
for pardon in Christ's name, are forgiven all our 
trespasses. And this is needful, for we can 
never mortify sin, live above the world, rejoice 
in God, and honor the gospel, but as we believe 
these sweet words of Jesus, " Thy sins arf for* 

GIVEN THEE." - 

How high a privilege 'tis to know 

Our sins are all forgiven 1 
To bear about this pledge below. 

This special ^ant of heaven 1 
O Lord, th*8 privilege bestow, 

T ' cher ME while I dwell beloWr 

88 4 



MARCH 25. 

Bring them hither to Me, Matt sir. 18. 

Our compassionate Lord was surrounded by a 
starving, fainting multitude ; His disciples had 
only five small coarse loaves, and two little 
fishes, and yet He had bidden them to feed the 
company. The commands of Jesus are often 
intended to try our faith, and bring us as chil- 
dren to His feet. He says, " Bring them to 
Me." Things are not what they appear, but 
what Jesus makes them. His blessing produces 
a wonderful change. He bids you bring every- 
thing to Him. Have you a family ? He says, 
" Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and 
forbid them not." Have vou trials ? Take 
them to Him ; His blessing sweetens and les- 
sens trials. Are you in poverty ? Carry your 
poverty to Him ; He can increase your little, 
and bless it with a peculiar flavor. Whatever 
troubles you this day, or any day, think that 
you hear Jesus saying, " Bring it hither to Me." 
Carry all things to Him, small things as well as 
great ones ; it is only by so doing, that you can 
surmount triab ; conquer foes ; glory in tribula- 
tion ; and joy in God. . 

I The privilege I greatly prize, 

f Of casting all my care on Him, 

The mighty Qoa, the only wise. 
Who reigns in heaven and earth supreme. 
How sweet to be allowed to call 
The God whom heaven adores my Friend ; 
To tell my thoughts, to tell Him all \ 
And then to know my prayers ascend. . 



MARCH 2Q. 

He giveth power to the faint, Isa. zL 29. 

The Lord's people often fe^l faint, being 1 
dened with a body of sin and death, pursued 
assaulted by Satan, tried and hindered by 
world ; but though faint they continue to ] 
sue. Waiting on the Lord they renew t 
strength. The Lord has said, " I will strengi 
thee." Brother, remember the promise 
faithfulness of thy God ; yield not to fear 
you will surely faint. Believe because Go< 
true. David says, " I had fainted unless I 
believed to see the goodness of the Lord in 
land of the living." Power is given in ang 
to prayer. Strength is proportioned to the < 
The back is fitted for the burden. Our < 
will not lay upon us more than He will "en 
us to bear. He strengthens by His word, 
His Spirit, and by His presence ; expect ] 
to be and do according to His word ; this 
honor Him, and He will strengthen you '' 
might by His Spirit in the inner man. 
forth, however weak you may feel, assured 
God will give you strength and courage ; strei 
to do and suffer His will, and courage to i 
fight and overcome every foe. 



Whence do our mournful thoughts arise I 
And where's our courage fled 9 

Have restless sin, and raging hell, 
Struck all our comforts dead 8 

Chase, chase thj gloomy fears away, 

Strength shall be equal to the day. , 

90 M 
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MARCH 27. 

Askf and ye shall receive, John zvi. 24. 

These are the words of Jesus. He adiressea 
them to us this morning. They suppose want, 
^nd inability to supply ourselves. They intimate 
that provision is made and may be obtained. 
They invite us to ask with confidence, assuring 
tis we shall receive. Jesus has a boundless ful- 
ness of blessings, and a loving tender heart to 
bestow them. He will supply all our needs. 
Let not want, then, lead you to despond, but 
look to Jesus ; He has, He gives. He tells you to 
ask and receive. Can any terms be more easy, 
more suitable, more encouraging than these ? 
But ask in faith, believing because Jesus has 
promised ; ask with earnestness, as though you 
valaed the blessings ; ask with importunity ; go 
again and again, until you obtain them. Go to 
Jesus for all you want ; make everything a 
matter of prayer ; in everything, by prayer and 
supplications, with thanksgiving, let your re- 
queists be made known to God. Doubt not, for 
His word is plain ; He is full of compassion ; He 
waits to be gracious ; and He has thousands of 
witnesses to attest His faithfulness, veracity, 
and iove. Look to the generations of old. Did 
any ever seek the Lord in vain ? No : everj 
ono that asketh reoeiveth. 

My soul, ask what thou wilt, 

Thou canst not be too bold ; 
Since His own blood for thee He spU 

WJist ebe can He withhold ! 



MARCH 28. 
/ am the Lord's. Isa. zliv. 5. 

Not only because He has chosen me froi 
others, in Jesus His beloved Son ; nor merel 
because I am redeemed from among men, b 
the precious blood of Immanuel ; but also be 
cause I have surrendered myself up into th 
Lord's hands, with all I have and am, to b 
taught by His Spirit, ruled by His word, sup 
plied by His providence, and devoted to Hi 
praise. The Lord claimed me, and I wa 
enabled to acknowledge the claim ; He has i 
right to me, and that right should never be foi 
gotten by me. Am I tempted to sin? t 
murmur ? to despond ? Let this be m; 
preservative, " I am the Lord's." How ba« 
ungrateful, and wicked for me to yield to sifl 
for me to complain of any of His dispensations 
or for me to doubt His goodness or His grao< 
I am the Lord's, for life ; I shall be the Lord 
in death ; and then (O delightful thought !) 
shall be the Lord's for evermore. He will gui< 
me by His counsel, and afterwards receive U 
to glory. 1 have only to aim at His glory, wm 
by His word, and live at His throne, until I 
takes me to Himself. My only business i 
earth is to please God, and my heaven will I 
to enjoy Him forever. * 

Jesus, thy boundless love to me, 

No thought can reach, no tongue declare , 
Ob, knit my thankful heart to llieo, 
And reign without a rival there I 
Pf ^ 



MARCH 29. 

Cease ye from man, Isaiah iL 22. 

Never trust him, for his heart is deceitful ; 
Dever expect from him, for he is an empty 
cistern ; never follow him, for he is a false 
guide. Cursed be the man who trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose 
heart departeth from the Lord. Trust ye not 
in a friend. One object of trust is enough : 
He has all you want, and has offered to give 
whenever you ask. He never did deceive. He 
Dever can. It is impossible for God to lie. 
Looking to man, dishonors His fulness; trust- 
ing in man, is pouring contempt on His word ; 
expecting from man, is overlooking His agency. 
If you neglect this loving direction, expect to 
suffer; if you walk by it, your peace will be 
like a river, and your soul like a well-watered 
garden. He knows what is in man, you do 
not. He cautions you, because he loves you. 
He would save you from disappointment, sorrow, 
and woe. Come then to the conclusion of the 
prophet, " Therefore will I look unto the Lord ; 
I will wait for the God of my salvation : my God 
will hear me." . 



Happy they who trust in Jesus ! 

Sweet their portioa is, and sure : 
When destruction others seizes, 

God will keep His own secure ; 
Happy people I 

Happy though despised and poor. 



MARCH 30. 

Tea, He loved the people, Deut zzxiil t. 

And what were the people whom He 1 
Poor, oppressed, rebellious, stifF-necked, 
hearted, unworthy creatures. Just sue 
His people by nature now. Such are we. 
He loves us ; pities us ; and distinguisl 
fronni others around us. He spared n 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all 
with Him He will freely give us all 1 
Though He has not yet all His people 
Him, yet He has Jesus sitting at His 
hand, who is their representative ; the e 
image and exact likeness of His elect, i 
rays of His love centre in Him, who 
head of His body the Church. All the si 
of delight empty themselves into Him 
through Him flow down to every belie 
earth. As He loveth Christ, so He love 
while He loveth Jesus, He will love ti 
Christ and we are one. What is done 
is done to Him, and what is done to, or b 
ed upon Him, as man and Mediator, is c 
and bestowed upon us. Oh, glorious m 
of infinite and eternal love ! Oh, dire< 
heart into this love of God ! . 



love of unexampled kind 1 

That leaves all thought so far behind ; 

Where length, and breadth, and depth, and heigl 

Are lost to my astonished sight : 

Lord, shed abroad that love of Thine 

In this poor sinful heart of mine. 




APRIL 8. 
He wiU save. Zeph. iil 17. 

HOM? — the lost, the wretched, the unworthy, 
ery applicant, for " Whomsoever shall call on 
1 name of the Lord, shall be saved.'^ " Him 
.t Cometh to me, I' will in no wise cast out." 
w ? — freely, without money and without price ; 
ly, by His blood, power, and providence ; 
rnally, all who flee to Him for refage, all who 
Id on Him for pardon, peace, and life ; shall 
saved with an everlasting salvation, they shall 
i be ashamed nor confounded, world without 
I. Why ? — ^because it is His Father's will ; 
lause He delighteth in mercy ; because it will 
rnally glorify His name. From what ? — 
m sin, in its guilt, filth, and power ; from the 
sent evil world ; from Satan ; from the wrath 
God ; from every evil work ; and from all the 
I designs of men. He has saved us, by re- 
ving grace for us and dying in our stead. He 
>s save us, by His presence, word, providence, 
I the renewing of the Holy Ghost. — He will 
e in every trouble, from every foe, even unto 
end. Look to Him then, and to Him alone, 
deliver, direct, relieve, and preserve. He 
s, " Look unto me, and be ye saved, all ye 
Is of the earth ; for I am God, and there is no 
er." . 

Dear dTiiig Lamb 1 thy precious bbod 

Shail never lose its power, 
Till aU the ransomed church of Gk>d 

Be saved, to sin no more. 

1^% 



APRIL 1. 

The Lord is my shepherd. Ps. zziil. 1. 

Then David was one of the Lord's sheep. AL^ 
His sheep know him, love Him, and folJow Him«^ ^ 
They possess His disposition ; He was meelc^^ 
and lowly in heart. Are you a sheep of Christ i^ 
Are you looking to, following of, and rejoicing ' 
in your Shepherd ? If so, it is his province to 
lead you, feed you, protect you, and heal you. 
Your person, life, health, comforts, and safety, 
are committed to His care. He is the good 
shepherd, He laid down his life for His sheep; 
He searches and seeks out His sheep wherever 
they Iiave been scattered ; He feeds His flock ; 
He gathereth the lambs with his arms, and Car- 
rie th them in His bosom. He loved His sheep 
more than his own life ; He cares for His sheep 
more than for all the world beside. He feeds 
them in the most suitable pasture, and leads 
them in the paths of righteousness for His 
name's sake. Oh, view Jesus as your Shepherd, 
expect Him to lead you, feed you, fold you, 
and present you to His Father with exceeding 
joy. Cleave to Him ; let nothing tempt you to 
leave His feet, His flock, or His fold. He will 
never leave you, nor forsake you. 

Jeho^'Bh is my Shepherd's name, 
Then what have I, tlio' weak, to fear t 
My sin and folly I prtHilaim, 
If I despond while He is near : 
In every danger He is nigh. 
And will my every Vfoni supply. 

96 ^ 



APRIL 2. 

/ ^U not want Psalm zxiii 1. 

Tma was David's conclusion, from the belief 
that the Lord was his shepherd. If we are the 
sheep of Christ, He will supply us. He has 
all things in His possession, the silver and the 
gold are His, and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. His private mark is upon all. All spir- 
itual blessings are in His possession also ; and 
He has a kind, tender, and liberal heart. He 
will give. He has engaged to supply, conduct, 
protect, and present His flock upon mount 
Zion. He has promised to be to us, do for us, 
and bestow upon us, all that our circumstances 
require. His conduct towards His flock in old 
' times is a sufficient guarantee ; when ever were 
the righteous forsaken ; or His sheep left 
neglected and unheeded ? Did David ever 
want ? Few passed through greater changes, 
or severer trials ; yet upon his dying bed he 
tells us, he had all his desire. If you belong to 
Christ, you may safely conclude, ''I shall not 
WANT." Your fears are follies ; your anxieties 
are groundless ; your forebodings are sinful ; you 
have a God to provide for you, and you ought 
to rejoice. *' My God," says the Apostle, 
** shall supply all your needs, according to His 
glorious riches." , 

What want shall not our God supply, 

From His redundant stores \ 
What streams of mercy from on high 

An arm almighty pours I . 



APRIL 11. 

And the went to inquire of the Lofd. 
Gen. xzY. 22. 

EiccELLENT example! Let ifs imitate Bebel^' 
ah, for God commands us to do so. In all th^ 
ways, acknowledge Him, and He shall direct* 
thy steps. Commit thy way unto the Lordf 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it XO 
pass. Are you in trouble ? Go and inquire o€ 
the Lord — ^What is the cause? Unite witb 
holy Job in praying, " Show me wherefore thoiX 
contendest with me." Are you in perplexity? 
Go and inquire, — ^What is the design? H© 
will instruct thee and teach thee in the way 
thou shouldest go. He will guide thee with His 
eye. Go in an inquiring spirit. Go persuaded, 
whatever thy circumstances or trials may be, 
that as a believer in Jesus, wrath and curse can 
have nothing to do with thee ; they were ex- 
hausted when Jesus died in thy stead. Be 
assured that whatever comes from God is a 
blessing, a benefit, a favor, a proof of love ; how- 
ever painful, perplexing, or distressing it may be. 
Do not reason, but believe in the promise of 
thy God ; do not despond, grieve, or complain ; 
but go and inquire of the Lord; at Hit 
throne, of His word. He says, "I will be in* 
quired of" • 

Prayer was appointed to convey 
The blessings God designs to give ; 
Long as they live should Christians pray, 
For only while they pray they live. 

106 • 



APRIL 12. 

He cannot deny Htmaelf, 2 Tim. il 18. 

&0D has opened His heart to us in His word. 
He has told us all His mind. He intends every 
)'^ord He has spoken, and will fulfil every prom- 
ise He has made. He cannot deny Himself 
or falsify His word ; He can have no tempta- 
tion to do so. Man may be fickle, he is but a 
bruised reed; Jehovah is always the same, He 
is the rock of ages. He will have compassion 
on the miserable, who seek His face; and 
show mercy to all who plead with Him in 
Jesus' name. He cannot cast out a coming sin- 
ner, or refuse to receive a confessing backslider. 
He cannot turn a deaf ear to our cries, or 
refuse to deliver us when we call on His name. 
He will take His own time, but will never 
dishonor His faithful word. He will be rigid- 
ly faithful, both to His threatenings and prom- 
ises. Let us take courage and trust in Him; 
We have His word, it is true from the begin- 
ning ; we have this assurance, that He cannot 
BENY Himself. Let us then stay ourselves on 
the word of our God ; let us trust Him though 
the night be dark and the burden be heavy. 
He exhorts, " Trust ye in Jehovah forever, 

for in Jah, Jehovah, there is everlasting 

ttrength." • 

God is love, and will not leave you, 
When you most his kindness need *, 

God is true — nor can deceive you, — 
Though jrour faith be weak indeed. 



APRIL 15. 

Why are ye troubled t Luke zzIt. 88. 

Consider what Jesus has done for you, pi 

fised to you, and is gone to prepare for ; 
. Consider what He is to you, your loving Bi 
groom, faithful Friend, and gracious Savi 
What troubles you ? Is it sin ? — He will par 
subdue, and destroy it. The world ? — He 
overcome it, redeemed you from it, and is I 
ing you through it. Satan ? — he is conque 
condemned, and will soon be imprisoned. ' 
cares and troubles of life? — Jesus says, "B 
them to Me by prayer, cast them on Mc 
faith, leave them with Me; I know what 
want, I have provided of my goodness, I 
supply all your needs; your bread shall 
given you, and your water shall be sure 
will make a way in the wilderness of trou 
and a path in the desert of perplexity, 
not your hearts be troubled, ye believe 
God, believe also in Me. Try Me. Trust 
In all your ways acknowledge Me, and I 
direct your paths. I have wisdom, power, 
love ; and all that I have is yours : to be 
ployed for your good." Commit thy way i 
the Lord, trust also in Him, and He will b 
it t(> pass. 4 

Yield to the Lord, with simple heart. 

All that thou hast, and all thou art ; 

Kenouuce all strength, but strength dirice 

And peace shall be forever thine : 

Behold the path the saints have trod, 

The path wricb led them home to G^ ; 
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APRIL 14. 

Ye are complete in Him. Col. iL 10. 

'I'OOK not too 'inuoh at thyself, there is nothing 
but vanity, weakness, sin, and misery there; 
hut thy God hath united thee to His beloved 
Son. Jesus is one with thee, and all that He 
has is thine. Thou art unholy, but He is made 
nnto thee sanctification ; and He will sanctify 
thee wholly, body, soul, and spirit. Thou art 
foolish, but He is made unto thee wisdom ; and 
He will make thee wise unto salvation. Thou 
art weak, but he is thy strength ; and thou 
canst do all things through His strengthening 
thee. Thou art unrighteous ; but He is made 
unto thee righteousness ; and thou art not only 
righteous, but the righteousness of God in Him. 
Thou art lost, but He is made unto thee re- 
demption ; He has redeemed thee from the curse 
of God, and from the present evil world, and He 
will redeem thee from death. In thyself thou 
art not only incomplete, but wretched, misera- 
ble, poor, bUnd, and naked ; but in Jesus thou 
art holy, wise, strong, righteous, rich, happy; 
in a word, complete. View thyself, then, at 
least occasionally, as complete in Christ, who 
is the head of all principality and power. . 

StiU onward urge yx)ur heavenly way, 
Dependant on Him day by day, 

Uis presence still entreat ; 
His precious name foreveF bless, 
Tour glory, strength, and righteousnefts, 

lb nhn yon aie complete. , 



APRIL 15 

Set your affedums en ikin^ abowe. CtiL QL t 

We are apt to be mnch ajBGeoted bjr earthfy 
things, but our affeotions should be permanent 
ly fixed on things above. Let ns lift up onr 
eyes and hearts to heaven this morning ; tbera 
are the proper objects of our love, desire, aqd 
esteem. There is Jehovah our heavenly Father, 
dwelling in an approachable light There is J^ 
sus, our dear and adorable Saviour, exalted, dig- 
nified, and glorified at the right hand of tto 
Father. There is the Holy Spirit, our divine, 
gracious, and condescending Comforter. There 
the love, favor, and presence of God are fully 
enjoyed. There peace, rest, and happiness are 
eternally realized. There is the crown of right- 
eousness, the throne of glory, and the rivers of 
pleasure, which our God has promised, and set 
before us. There are our brethren who have 
gone home before us, and there our affeotions 
should be. What is 'earth? Whatever it is 
we are leaving it. What is time? We^ shaii 
soon have done with it. Oh, let us then spt 

OUR AFFECTIONS ON THINGS ABOVE, AND NOT OT 
THINGS OF THE EARTH. 

Why ehould my heart descend so low, 
To brood on earth — a world of woe, 
While heayen, where endless pleasures roU^ 
Waits to entrance my new-bom soul f 
Saviour ! let thine attractions be 
But felt in all their force by me; 
Then shall I mount on wings of love, 
And feast my soul on things aboro. 
110 ^ 



APRIL le. 

is. 2 Bb MtiU iubdue our iniqrtiiieM, ^cah yii 

Sax must not only be pardoned, but corruptica 
must be snbdaed ; the one is freely promised as 
wdl as the other. The grace of God pardons, 
ihe power of God subdues; but grace and 
power always go together in the salvation of a 
ainner. Pardon comes first, and sanotification 
fdlows. Light shining upon the understanding, 
discovers corruption working in the soul; holi- 
ness seated in the heart, produces hatred and 
opposition to it ; prayer ascends to God for de- 
liverance firom it, and power descends and sub- 
dues it. But like fire apparently quenched, it 
will break out again and again ; like rebels in a 
state, it will seize every opportunity of disturb- 
ing the peace and happiness of the soul. Hear, 
(oen, what the Lord says to you this morning, 
"t WILL SUBDUE YOUR INIQUITIES." Carry your 
oomplaint to His throne, plead His faithful word, 
and expect His promised power to subdue your 
iniquities. Sin shall not have dominion over 
yon, for yon are not under the law, but under 
grace. Grace reigns, and will conquer every 
rival lost. • 

Jesdfl, thy boundless love to me 
No thought can reach, no tonffuo declare ; 
O knit my thankful heart to thee. 
And reign without a rival there. 
O grant that nothing in my soul 
May dwell, but thy pure loye alone : 
may thy love possess me whole, 
My joy, mj treasure, and my erown. 



APRIL 17. 

Tk* /orertmner Ufor U9 enUr^ 
Heb. vl 20. 

Whatever Jesus did was for His people. H^ 
is gone into heaven as our forerunner ; as th<l 
PIONEER goes before the array to remove obsta^ 
oles, clear the road, and render the march more^. 
easy, so did Jesus go before us. As an inUSt* 
ested and kind Friend, He shows the praotici- 
bility of the way ; as a wise Guide, He niarkd 
out the road for us; as our Example, He iB 
gone before, and says to us, " follow me." W£f 
have now an Advocate with the Father, a Hus- 
band preparing our mansions, a Saviour waititigf 
to receive us. We have one in heaven to whooOf 
in our addresses to His throne we can sayi' 
" Lord, thou knowest from Thy own experiendcT 
what I feel in my present situation, for Thoil 
wast once tried in all points like as I am.'^ 
We have one in heaven who will welcome od 
home, and who when He sees us enter will be 
glad in his heart. We know Him below, at^ 
we shall know, and enjoy, and love Him forevelf 
above. He is gone into heaven for us, nor shall 
we know until we arrive there, how much we 
are indebted to His intercession and pleading 
above. O my soul, look at Jesus as thy Fore* 
runner, and follow in His steps ! 

Before His heavenly Father's face, 
For every saint He intercedes : 
For mercy and aboonding grace 
There Jesus, our Forerunner, pleads. 
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APRIIi IB. 
Our n^ffSeiency U of Ood. 2 Cor iii 5. 

US think of this, whenever we are oast 
1 on account of our weakness, or the diffi- 
6s we meet with in our way. We are weak, 
Jesas is strong ; and His strength is made 
ct in our weakness. He has given us His 
, that He will work in us to will and to do, 
is own good pleasure. He speaks and it 
Qc. The word of the Lord knows no oh« 
3S or difficulties; all things must obey 
When He sent Moses to Pharaoh, He 
" Certainly I will be with thee :" and the 
's presence was his strength. He acts 
so with us : His fulness is our sufficiency ; 

opened to us in Jesus, and we receive 

it according to our wants, weakness, and 
. " Throughp* God," said David, " I shall 
iliantly." " I can do all things," said Paul, 
3ugh Christ strengthening me." Look 
;hen at your own emptiness, or weakness ; 
look at what God is to His people, and 

He has promised to give them, and sing, 
: SUFFICIENCY IS OF GoD." " God is our 
;e and strength ; and as our days so shall 
trength be." ''His grace is sufficient for 
His strength is made perfect in weak* 



•> 



When .we cannot see our way, 
We should trust, and still obey ; 
He who bids us forward go, 
Waiinatruct the way to niow. , 



APRIL 19. 

Quicken thou fne in thy i»ay. Ftalm adz. 87. 

What poor, dull, lifeless creatures we 
feel ourselves to be ; and how needful is 
prayer. It is our duty to run in the wa 
God's commandments ; it is our misery 
through sin, weakness, and temptation, 
scarcely creep. We are dependant upon 
Spirit for quickening. He only can streng 
animate and enliven us. Let us sow untt 
Spirit this morning. He is gracious, ai 
grace-giving Spirit. He delights to exalt 
honor Jesus. Let us therefore beseech Hb 
Jesus' name, for His sake, that we may I 
honor unto His cause, to quicken oar souls, 
trs pray Him to bring us near to God ; fo: 
nearer to God the happier, and holier, and 
Her, we shall be. Let us esk Him to 
abroad the love of Jesus in our hearts ; fo 
love of Christ will make us live well, bew 
eross well, perform duties well, and die 
The command furnishes us with a rule, and 
promise finds us strength ; but it is only the S 
that can put us in possession of the latter, 
without that we cannot attend to the forme 
a gospel spirit. The presence of Jesus, and 
communications of His grace, are daily n 
sary to keep us lively, devoted, and workin 
God. ' 

I need the influence of Thy grace 

Ta speed me in Thy way, 
Lest I should loiter in taj nee, 

Oi turn mv feet astray. 

m J 



APRIL 20. 

Chriat hath made u$fiee. GaL v. 1. 

« We were once the slaves of sin, Satan^ and the 
vrorld ; we were under the law as a covenant of 
life J but Jesus has made us free. We are now 
delivered from the law, and are under grace. We 
are dead to sin, and are justified from it. We 
are delivered from Satan, and are at war with 
Him. We overcome the world, and are hastening 
out of it. We are at liberty to serve God, and 
walk with Him in friendship and holy love. 
The price of our freedom was the life and death 
of Jesus ; the efficient cause of our freedom 
was the power and operation of the Holy Spirit ; 
the grand moving cause, was the infinite and 
everlasting love of God our Father ; the instru- 
ment by which we are made acquainted with 
our freedom, is the holy gospel ; the grace which 
puts us in possession of our freedom is faith ; 
and the end of our freedom is, that we may 
serve God in righteousness and holiness all the 
days of our life, and then be glorified with Him 
finrever. We are freed from sin, that we may 
be holy ; and are introduced to and accepted of 
Ood, that we may be happy. Let us stand fast 
IE the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free. • 

Sweet is the freedom Christ bestows, 
With which He makes His people free ; 
A liberty no mortal knows, 
Till they His great salvation see : 
Freedom from wants, and fears, and c&tqa. 
From worldly Jtists, and dangero\>& sQaxoa. 



APRIL 21. 

Walk humbly with thy God. Hicah m. & 

Pride is one of our greatest evils ; to indulge 
is to noarish a serpent in the bosom. The gri 
of God always humbles us ; and it is only as 
are humble that we can be happy. God c 
desoends to walk with the humble man, but 
keeps the proud at a distance. Consider wl 
you were by nature, what now lurks in y< 
heart, what you would have been but for 
grace of God, and be humble. All you have 
the gift of free grace ; all you do that is good, 
the effect of God's working in you. What ht 
you to be proud of? What reason to boas 
Oh, lie low in the dust of self-abasement ; oh 
ish humbling thoughts of yourself; admire i 
mercy, condescension, and infinite compassion 
God in noticing so vile, so unworthy a won 
Study the character and conduct of the hum 
Jesus, learn of Him, and endeavor to walk 
He also walked. Serve the Lord in all humil 
of mind. But beware of spurious humilil 
that is not humility which rests contented wi 
cut seeking for the utmost God has promis 
or aiming at the highest duties God has co 
maaded. r 

By faith in Christ I walk with God, 
With heaven, my journey's end, in view ; 
Supported by His staff and rod, 
My road is safe and pleasant too : 
Though earth and Hell myf course withstand, 
Jehovah guards me by Hu hand. 

m 



APRIL 22. 

IwiU nmly do tkeegood, G-eo. xxxiL 12. 

Though this promise was given to Jacob, it 
was not confined to him, but is intended for 
all his spiritual seed. It is thus God speaks to 
us this morning. How gracious ! We know 
not what a day may bring forth, but we know 
our God, who superintends every event, will do 
us good. We may mistake as to what will be 
for our good, but He is infinite in wisdom and 
goodness, and therefore cannot. We may look 
at afBictions, losses, and crosses, and cry out, 
" All these things are against me !" But read 
the history of David, what a train of troubles 
attended him: hear his acknowledgment. ^'It 
is GOOD for me that I have been afflicted." Thy 
God will do thee good, therefore He will try 
thee, sift thee, humble thee, and prove thee. 
He will give thee medicine as well as food. He 
will consider nothing too expensive, or too pain- 
ftil, if necessary for thy soul's welfare. Look at 
your trials and say, " This also shall turn to my 
salvation." Look on the past and acknowledge, 
" Goodness and mercy have followed me all the 
days of my life." Look to the future and re- 
joice, " The Lord will give that which is good." 
Look in every direction, and say, " I will trust 
and not be afraid." . 

I cannot doubt HU bounteous love, 

So full, so f\ree, so kind ; 
To His unerring, gradous will, 

Bee^srj wish resigned. 

^ in 



APRIL 23. 

Sate faith in God, Mark d 22. 

You have His word, believe it ; plead i' 
expect the fulfilment of it. He cannot dooer^^ 
you. His ear is open to you. Try Him. Wb^^ 
do you want ? Why do you want it ? If yc^'"^ 
really need, if your motives are good, plead wit^ ^ 
God for it ; expect Him to bestow it ; and « 
ceive it as coming from him. In every trii 
for all you need, have faith in God. He wiL- — 
be gracious unto you. He is ever with you 
He is ready to help you. He rejoices over yoi 
to do you good. His word is true from thi 
beginning. He is the faithful Crod. He keep-^ 
eth covenant and mercy. Believe in God for 
all your circumstances require. Patiently wait 
His time for your supplies. Never give over 
praying or expecting because He delays ; never 
doubt Him, but trust in Him with all thy 
heart. He is a God : He is thy God : He is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we can ask or think. This is thy direction—- 
thy duty — thy privilege : have faith in God. 
Walk with God. Talk with God. Expect 
from God. Use all for God. Be entirely de« 
voted to God. " Casting all your cares upon 
Him, for He careth for you." " Therefore will 
I look unto the Lord." . 

Begone, unbelief I my Sayiour is near, 

And for my relief will surely appear : 
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform ^ 

With Christ in the Teasel, I smile at the storm. 
lis 4 



APRIL 24. 
lam ike bread of life. John vL 85. 

T^^^sus proposeth Himself to be our daily sus- 
^nanoe; — ^we need bread for the soul as well 
. ^ the body. In Jesns is all we need to refresh, 
strengthen, and satisfy us; but He must be 
deceived by faith. He must be daily received. 
J'eeding upon Jesus yesterday will not do for 
to-day. We must go to him afresh this morn- 
ing. He presents Himself; He says, "Eat, O 
friends ; yea, satisfy yourselves, O my beloved." 
If the Holy Spirit has given us a spiritual ap- 
petite, if we are hungering after righteousness, 
Jesus, and Jesus only will satisfy us; and we 
are heartily welcome to live upon Him. Let 
us set him before us many times in the day ; 
let us endeavor to feed upon Him ; and if we 
feel weak, faint, or weary, let us make use of 
this life-giving bread ; and let us ever retain 
the sweet assurance, that if we feed on Jesus 
we shall live by Him, and have eternal life. 
Beloved, if you can make a living of anything 
but Jesus ; or if Jesus is not enoi»ffn in your 
estimation, you are either in a carnal, or an 
unhealthy state of soul. Jesus only is the 

BREAD OF life: THE BREAD WHICH CAME DOWN 
FROM heaven! • 

Jesus, Thou art the living bread 
By which our needy souls are fed ; 
In Thee alone thy children find 
Enough to fill the empty mind : 
Oh, let me evermore be fed 
With ihia divine celestiaL bread \ 



APRIL 25. 

WJio maketh thee to differ from emotherf 
1 Cor. iv. 7. 

Thkre is a wide difference between a Christian 
and a worldling ; the one is dead in trespasses 
and sins, the other is alive unto God, by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. He has been quickened by 
the Son of God, is born of the Spirit, and 
taught by the eternal Father. He is a new 
creature, being created anew in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God had before ordain- 
ed that we should walk in them. Who made 
this difference? You are at once ready to 
answer, if really taught of God, " By the grace 
of God I am what I am." ** Of His own vnu* 
begat He me by the word of truth." Yes, it 
was the rich, free, and sovereign grace of God, 
and that alone, that made you to differ. Grace 
was given you in Christ before the world 
began; and the Spirit was given you in time, 
that you might know and enjoy the things 
which are freely given unto you of God- Oh, 
beloved, view yourself as an infinite debtor to 
grace ; be humble before God who has thus 
made you to differ; and pity, pray for, and 
strive to benefit those who are still without. 
" Look unto the rock whence you were hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence you were digged."^ 

What was there in you that could merit esteem, 

Or give the Creator delight ? 
*Twa8 " Even so, Father l" you ever must sing; 

" Because it seem'd good in Thy sight'' 
1» 



APRIL 26. 

"Behold the Man, John xix. 5. 

JUS is ptesented before thee crowned with 
rns, scourged, with His face so marred more 
la any man's. His blood is flowing. His 
irt is breaking, and He is a man of sorrows, 
hold Him, then, for in this man, under these 
oumstances, dwelt all the fulness of the god- 
id bodily ; all the treasures of wisdom and 
owledge. In Him the love of God centered 
i shone forth. He is the only foundation of 
s church's hopes, the only source of eternal 
vation. He is Jehovah's first-born. His 
y-begotten Son, the express image of His 
•son. He is thy Substitute, Surety, and 
deemer. He is the holy, harmless, and 
iefiled Lamb of God ; taking away the sin 
the world. Behold Him, for He here dis- 
jes the depth of His love ; and teaches thee 
ience, meekness, and resignation under in- 
b, suffering, and disgrace. Oh, behold Je- 
, and be ashamed of complaining, of repining, 
indulging any revengeful feelings. Behold 
L imitate ! Behold and love ! Behold and 
re! * 

Wounded head ! back ploughed with furrows I 

Visage marr'd I behold the Man I 
Eyes how dim, how full of sorrows ! 

Sunk with grief, behold the Man ! 
Lamb of God, led to the slaughter, 
Melted, poured out like water : 

Shoala not love my heart inflame, 

Yi&wiDg Thee, tbou sluughter'd Lam\)\ 



APRIL 27. 
lam He that comforieth you. IhlIl 18. 

The Lord's people are often low and despond 
ing ; they do not live up to their privileges ; tb 
things of time make too deep an impression^ 
because they do not suflSoiently realize eternal 
things. But Jehovah is their Comforter : aa 
such He presents Himself unto us this morn- 
ing. He is the God of all comfort. He 
comforteth those who are cast down. To IBm 
alone we must look for comfort. Looking ta 
creatures for what God promises, dishon(Mf» 
Him ; and at such times the creature may VfA 
ask, " Am I in God's stead ?" Our God com* 
forts us by His Son, whom He hath given to 
us ; by the Spirit, which He pours out upon 
us; by His word, in which He speaks to us; 
by His ordinances, in which He meets with us; 
and by His providence, when He appears for us. 
Let us look unto God as the author and givd 
of all comfort, let us plead with Him to com' 
fort us according to His word, and let us be sub- 
picious of all comfort which does not come fron 
Him, and lead to Him. He must be the centK 
to which we always tend, and the circumfereno 
within which we move. 



Jesus, all our consolations 

Flow from Thee, the sovereign good ; 
Love, and faith, and hope, and patience, 

All are purchased bjr Thy blood ; 
Now thy richest grace impart^ 
Sanctify and fill my heart, 
122 



APRIL 28. 

Though The nothing, 2 Cor. zil 1. 

Tffls was Paul's estimate of himsef; less than 
Ihe least of all saints, and the chief of dinners. 
The more we know of ourselves and of Jesus, 
the more shall we be humbled in the dust 
before God ; and the lower we lie before God, 
the happier and holier we shall be. Man will, 
icusT be somethmg; this is his pride and his 
misery : the Christian is willing to be nothing, 

(that Christ may be all in all. If we daily felt 
that we are nothing, how many mortifications 
We should be spared; what admiring views 
of the grace of God would fill and sanctify our 
Souls. Apart from Christ we are less than 
nothing, but in Christ we are something. We 
are empty, but He fills us ; naked, but He 
clothes us ; helpless, but Ho strengthens us ; 
[ lost, but He finds us ; ruined, but He saves 
us; poor, but He supplies us. All we are, 
is by Christ; all we have, is from Christ; all 
wo shall be, is through Christ. Believer, thou 
art nothing: therefore beware of thinking too 
highly of thyself, or fancying that you deserve 
more than you receive, either from God 
or men. ^ 



Oh, could I lose myself in Thee, 
Thy depth of mercy prove. 

Thou vast unfathomable sea 
Of unexhausted love I 

I loathe myself when (}od I see, 

Content if Qhriat exalted be. 



APRIL 29. 
But tkeu art r%eh» Rer. il 9. 

Re vl saints always feel themselves to be po( 
sinners. Many of God's people are reallj 
poor in reference to the things of time, fo 
God hath chosen the poor of this world, ridt 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which Bi 
hath promised to them that love Him. Thej 
are often persecuted, tried, tempted, and oa9l 
down ; so was the church in Smyrna ; but J«8« 
says to her, " thou art rich." So are al 
the Lord's people. Rich by relation — Go4 i 
their Father, and Jesus their elder Brotii#r 
Rich by donation — Jesus has bequeathed ttB 
searchable riches to them. Rich by probciH 
— the Lord has promised all good things. BfM 
by FAITH — for he that believeth shall inheA 
all things. Rich in expectation — ^for the; 
look for a city which hath foundations, whoB 
builder and maker is God. Believer, thou b^ 
rich ; Jesus has willed to thee His righteousn^ 
to justify thee ; His blood, to cleanse thee ; Hi 
Spirit, to sanctify thee ; His name, to prooai 
for thee ; His angels, to minister unto thee 
and His heaven, to be thy everlasting habitaticu 
Precious Saviour ! I would admire and adoi 
thy love ! O teach me to live out of self c 
Thy fulness. . 

Called by grace, the Biimer see^ 
Rich, though Bunk in poverty ; 
Rich in faith that God has given. 
He's a legal Veir of heaven. 



APRIL 30. 

l%di which I He not teach Them me. 
Job xzziy. 82. 

were once blind, but now our eyes are 
: but still we are absolutely dependant on 
e teaching, or we shall never become truly 
If God teach us, self will become vile; 
rorld vanity ; sin bitter ; the blood of Christ 
precious ; His righteousness glorious ; His 
) our only hope; His love our joy; His 
t our strength ; His glory our aim ; and 
loh Thou me," our daily prayer. We see 
ittle of what Christ is in Himself; of what 
lath done for His people, of what He pos- 
3, and will give to all who call upon Him in 
; of what He has promised to work in us, 
bestow upon us. Beloved, let us daily 
. with God to teach us, that we may know 
it, and the power of His resurrection, and 
ellowship of His sufferings, and be made 
rraable to His death. Let us beg the Spirit 
isdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
it, that we may know what is the hope of 
sailing, and what is the riches of the glory 
is inheritance in the saints. Jehovah alone 
each us to profit. « 

O Jesus, teach mj soul to know 
Tbyself, the truth, the life, the way : 
May I in grace and knowledge grow, 
Till I arrive in perfect day : 
From Satan, self, and sin set free, 
And what I know not teach Thou me. 

V 



MAT 1. 

I itiU be a FaiAer mUo you. 2 Cor. H 1& 

No man can be a loser by adhering to God's 
holy won), for he is promised a hundred-lbld in 
the present life, and in the world to oome life 
everlasting. Carnal oonneotions mast be broken, 
oil* Decision of character most be manifested. 
The world must be forsaken. Christ and the 
world will not unite. Carnality and ^irituaKty 
cannot be reconoiled. Our God says, "Come 
out from among them, and be ye separate: 
toueh'not the unclean thing ; and I will reoeivo 
yoUj and will be a Father unto you." What 
can wo need more to encourage, embolden, and 
proiiuce decision ? Suppose men reject me| 
despise me. and persecute me ; Grod will reeeiya 
me. Suppose they injure me and try to starW 
me, Goii will be a Father to me. He will care 
for me — protect me— dwell with me — comfort 
me — supply me — and fill a Father's place. I 
cannot bo friendless. I should not be fearftiL 
Beloveil, God says, "prove me." Are you 
called upon to forsake friends, to break off con- 
nections, lose trade, or endure persecutions? 
Fear not, act for God — look to God — ^He will 
receive you, and be a Father to you. 

And wilt thou, Lord, a Father be. 
To thoBe who leave the world for Thee f 
Wilt Thou provide for every want, 
And tokens of Thy fiavor grant ? 
Qlien, Lord, I bid the workl farewell, 
And now Thy word in me fulfil 
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MAY 3. 

But grow in ^euse, 2 Pei iiL 18. 

Nevee rest satisfied with present attainments 
God has much to bestow, and we are capable of 
receiving, enjoying, and using to His glory. As 
the tree planted in good soil grows both in the 
root and the branches, so should the Christian ; 
. he should be rooted in the love of God and grow 
up in conformity to Jesus. If we grow in grace, 
we shall discover more of our own wretchedness, 
misery, and weakness ; and* more of the pre* 
ciQiisness, fulness, and glory of Christ. We 
shall be humble before God, and active before 
oxen. We shall trust in Jesus more simply, 
liaving no confidence in the flesh. Grace al- 
Wfiys leads out of self to Jesus, and puts the 
Grown of crowns upon His head. Grace is spir- 
itual beauty ; it is the very glory of God. To 
g'ow in grace is to grow like Jesus, meek and 
wly in heart ; active and devoted in life ; 
blameless and harmless as the sons of God, 
Let us have grace, for God loves to bestow it ; 
let us grow in grace, for God commands it; 
l^t us look forward for the grace that is to be 
brought unto us at the coming of Jesus, for God 
has promised it. Look for that blessed hopCi 
even the glorious appearing of Jesus. 

Though holy deeds and fruits of grace 

Are in believers found, 
Tis ChrisVs command that they increase, 

And more and more abound ; 
O Saviour 1 may 1 grow in grace, 
im I behold Tbee face to face. 



MAY 3. 

It thy Counaellar perUhed f Micali ir. 0. 

The Lord's people need coansel, and Jesus is 
given to them as a Counsellor. He is exactly 
suited to their needs, being possessed of infinite 
wisdom, unbounded benevolence, great jexpe-: 
rience, and high hon^r. He never lost a cause. 
He counsels freely, cheerfully, and successfully. 
He turns the counsel of all our foes into foolish- 
ness. But though we -have this wonderful 
Counsellor, we neglect to consult, employ, or 
trust Him ; and it may offcen be demanded of us, 
** Is thy Counsellor perished ?" If not, why this 
perplexity? Why these mistakes? why those 
fears, and groans, and forebodings? Why this 
running to creatures for advice and succor? 
Beloved, let us stand reproved ; we have walked 
in our own counsels, we have not waited iot 
His counsel, we have neglected and forgottea 
Jesus in this office. Let us in future never act 
without His counsel, never employ men to His 
dishonor, never listen to Satan when He would 
persuade us not to apply to, trust in, and expect 
advice from Jesus as our Counsellor. He sayS| 
"I will counsel thee, mine eye shall be upon 
thee." . 

Lord, be my counsellor, 

My Pattern and mv Guide ; 

And through this desert land, 

Still keep me near Thy side ; 
Oh, let my feet ne'er run astray, 
Nor rove, nor seek the crooked way. 

19S 



MAY 4. 

I mil heal your baekdidmgs, Jcr. ill 22. 

^Hr brings sickness. The believer can only be 
*^^thful as he walks with God, lives above the 
^^orld, and looks for the coming of our Lord 
^esus Christ. At the feet of Jesus we are safe, 
^ud shall be healthy ; but if we wander from 
Ifinri, spiritual disease will seize upon us. The 
backslider feels too weak, to run in the way of 
Crod's commands ; too confused, to read His in- 
terest in God's promises ; too guilty, to call God 
Father ; too wretched, to rejoice in hope. He 
has no liberty in prayer; no enjoyment of his 
Bible ; no peace in his conscience ; no delight in 
God's ways. But the Lord says, " Return, ye 
backsliding children ; I will heal your BACKSLm- 
INGS."^ This is a message from the Great Physi- 
cian, an invitation from our Father's throne, a 
promise of our Saviour's love. Oh, let us return 
unto Him with weeping and supplication, adopt- 
ing Iteivid's prayer as our own, " Heal my soul, 
for I have sinned against thee." Let us take up 
the determination of the church, "Behold, we 
come unto tl)ee, for thou art the Lord our God." 
He will receive us graciously, and love us 
freely. . 

Give me Thy pardoning lo¥e to feel, 
And freely my backsUdixiga heiU, 

Repair my faith's decay ; 
Restore the sweetness of Thy graoei 
Reveal the glories of Thy fsie, 

And take my sins away* 



MAT 6. 

Beinff in an agony. Luke zzH. 44^ 

Beloved, let tis visit Gethsemane this' morning, 
and see this strange sight. Here is our Surety ; 
the only-begotten Son of God ; the brightness 
of Jehovah's glory, and the express image of His 
person ; groaning on the cold ground, and bap- 
tized in blood. He is sore amazed ; His heart is 
filled with horror, and His mind with dread ; His 
soul is troubled, tossed with tempests and not 
comforted ; He is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death. The sorrows of death encompass Him, 
and the pains of hell have gotten hold upon 
Him. His heart like wax is melted in the midst 
of His bowels. His whole nature is convulsed ; 
He sweats blood; He cries aloud, with an ex* 
ceeding bitter cry, and His heart faileth Him. 
No human hand toucheth Him ; but it is the 
hour and power of darkness. Our sins meet 
upon Him ; His soul is made an offering for our 
sins ; and it hath pleased Jehovah to bruise Him^ 
Was ever sorrow like unto His sorrow ? He is 
IN AN AGONY. Here our sins are punished, our 
iniquities are expiated, and our justification 
is procured. Oh, to love Jesus even to an 
agony ! ' 

Oo to dark Qethsemane, 
Ye that feel the tempter*B power ; 
Your Redeemer's tooflict see, 
Watch with Him one bitter hour : 
Turn not from His griefs away,— 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 

iso: 




MAY 6. 

Pray mUhout ceasing. 1 Thess. t. 17. 

In prayer we must approach God as a Father, 
asiC of Him what we really need, and expect to 
receive according to His wisdom and word. 
Our wants are constantly returning, therefore 
our prayers should be constantly ascending. 
The ear of God is always open ; He is ever 
ready to listen to us ; He invites, exhorts, and 
commands us to pray always in everything. 
Every object that meets the eye, every circum- 
stance that occurs, every employment in which 
we engage, would afford matter for prayer if 
properly viewed. The believer should acquire 
the HABIT of prayer. He should look up to His 
God for all He needs, through all he sees, when- 
ever he has a moment to spare. The prayers of 
a Christian are pleasant to his God ; He says, 
**Let me hear thy voice, let me see thy counte- 
nance; for sweet is thy voice, and thy counte- 
nance is comely." The believer should pray as 
naturally and as constantly as he breathes ; for 
prayer is the breath of the soul. Beloved, if 
prayer dwindle into a mere duty, is but occasion- 
ally offered, or becomes burdensome, it is clear 
that you are in a most unhealthy state. 

Through the skies when the thunder is hurlil, 

The child to its parent will flee : 
• Thus, amid the rebukes of the world, 

I turn, O my Father, to thee : 
The spirit of prayer in thy mercy impart, 
And tnke up thy constant abode in my heart 



MAY 1. 

O laraelt thou »hait rud hefargctimL tfr\%, 
Isaiah xliv. 21. 

What tenderness, mercy, and love are hofe 
Friends forget us, relatives are careless abou 
us, and we sometimes fear our God has forgot- 
ten us ; but here He assures us that we sh^l 
never be forgotten of Him. Our names are ii 
His book ; our Representative is always befon 
His throne, and we are the objects of His con- 
stant care. He cannot forget us while Jesus 
pleads for us ; and if He does not forget, He will 
never neglect. There is only one thing He is 
ever said to forget, and that is our sins ; but He 
is always mindful of His covenant. He will 
not forget the circumstances in which we are 
placed, the wants by which we are pained, or 
the prayers we put up at His throne. But 
though we are assured our God will never forget 
us, yet we can find no satisfaction, but as the 
Holy Spirit humbles us, empties us, and exalts 
Christ before us ; showing us our pardon, peace, 
and salvation in His life, death, and intercession. 
Beloved, let us mind the things of the Spirit, 
and daily seek humbling, quickening, and sano 
tifying grace. ; 

Lord, my God ! whose sovereign lovo 
la still the same, nor e'er can move, 
Look to the covenant, and see, 
Has not Thy love been shown to me f 
Remember me, my glorious Friend, 
And love me always to the end. 
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MAY 8. 

Wait im the Lord, and He thall save tibi.«. 
Prov. XX. 22. 

Beloved, it is your privilege in every perplexity 

and trial to go to the Lord, to spread your case 

before Him, to plead His precious promises, 

and to wait expecting Him to appear for you. 

Wait on Him for light to discover the nature 

and design of your trouble; for wisdom that 

you may act honorably, and endure script- 

urally ; for power to sustain you under, and 

bring you through it ; and for consolation to 

make you happy and resigned under it. Wait 

upon the Lord in earnest, simple, persevering 

prayer; in searching, reading, and meditating 

upon His holy word ; in self-examination as to 

your views, motives, and designs. Wait upon 

the Lord, believing that He will fulfil His word, 

answer your prayers, and send you deliverance ; 

patiently enduring until He shall see good to 

appear on your behalf Waiting on the Lord 

you engage Him on your side; you put His 

mercy and faithfulness to the trial ; you are 

assured your strength shall be renewed ; and 

God has promised that you shall not be ashamed. 

Beloved, let us look to, trust in, and wait upon 

our God continually. 

Oh, teach me, Lord, to wait thy will, 
To be content with all thou dost ; 
For me thy grace sufficient still, 
With most supplied when needing' most : 
Saviour 1 give me grace to wait, 
And dailjr watch before thy gate, . 



MAY 11. 

He wiU rut in HU 1096. Zaplum. 17. 

Man's love is changeable, being a paaaioa; 
God's love is uacbangeable, being a perfeotkiii 
Having loved, He always will love. Nothing 
can occur in time but what He knew firom 
eternity; consequently there can be no reason 
to-day, why God should not love me, but what 
He knew would be before He set His heart 
upon me. He fixed His love' upon us in tin 
fore- view of all that would be done by us, <ff 
felt within us : and connected us with Jesus, that 
He might never withdraw His love firom us. 
Oh, to be able to say with holy John, " We 
have known and believed the love that God 
hath to us ! God is love !" The love of Grod 
is from everlasting to everlasting ; without vari« 
ableness, or the shadow of a turn. Here Gt)d 
resteth, and here we should rest. Herein is love, 
that God should take such poor, vile, ungrateful, 
wretched creatures, and make them the bride of 
His Son, the delight of His soul, and His por- 
tion for evermore. Oh, the riches of divine love ! 
Admire it, trust it, rejoice in it ; and make it 
the subject of your daily meditation. He whj* 
REST IN HIS LOVE. Ou this rock we may rest 
with confidence ; on this pillow we may repos9 
in peace. . 

The coVnant of grace all blessings secures; 
Believer, rejoice, for all things are yours ; 
And God from His purpose shall never remove. 
But love thee, and bless thee, and rest in His IoyQi 
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MA.Y 18. 

ATid iemt and told Jesus. Matt. ziv. 12. 

When Herod beheaded John, his disciples took 
up his body and buried it, and went and told 
Jesus. Let us imitate their example, and carry 
all to Jesus. He loves to listen to the tale of 
human woe. He can and will sympathize with 
us in all our trials and troubles. He is our 
Father, and to whom should the child tell his 
troubles, but to his kind and tender parent ? 
He will direct our steps, avenge our wrongs, and 
turn all things to our advantage. Does business 
go wrong ? Are enemies active ? Is corruption 
strong? Does faith flag? Are you tried in 
your family ? Go and tell Jesus. It will ease 
your mind ; prevent sin ; insure supplies ; mani- 
fest relation ; and frustrate the designs of Satan. 
Do not sit poring over your miseries ; go not to 
creatures ; neither murmur, complain, nor fret ; 
but go to Jesus ; go with speed ; go in hope ; go 
and tell Him all, without reserve. Go this 
morning, with all thy complaints, desires, and 
fears ; lay them all before Him, and beseech Him 
to undertake for you. He loves to hear you, has 
promised to help you, and will certainly bless you. 
It is your duty, and your privilege, to pour out 
jronr heart before Him, and find Him a refuge 
lor you. * 

Our sorrows and our tears we pour 

Into the bosom of our Gkxl ; 
He hears us m the mournful hour, 

And helps to bear the heavy load. 
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MAY 19. 

It shall he well 2 Eings iy. 88. 

This was the language of a believer, ia trouble; 
and it should be our language under sinoiiiar 
f circumstances. Our trials, troubles, and diffi- 
culties may be great; but it shall be well with 
them that fear God. Are you alarmed at the 
powerful working of corruption within you ? It 
shall be well, for sin shall not have dominion 
over you ; for you are not under the law, but un- 
der grace. Are you distressed by the evil sug- 
gestions and powerful temptations of Satan ? It 
shall be well, for the God of peace will bruise 
Satan under your feet shortly. Is your soul 
cast down by the vexations, difficulties, and 
trials of the way ? It shall be well, for all 
things shall work together for good, to them 
that love God, to those that are the called 
according to His purpose. Do you conclude 
your case is singular, and therefore fear ? It 
shall be well, for no temptation hath taken you 
but such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; but will also with the 
temptation make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it. Oh, precious promise of a 
gracious God ! Lord, help me to believe, rely, 
and rejoice. 

What cheering words arc these, 

Their sweetness who can tell • 

In time, and to eternal days, 

'Tis with the righteous well 
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MAY 20, 

He giveth more grace, James iv. 6. 

'■'^ ia impossible to be more welcome at the 

^t»rone of grace than we are, or for God to be 

*^re willing to bestow. We are as welcome 

^*^ the throne of grace, as angels are to the 

^hrone of glory. Our God kas provided on 

I^Urpose to give. He invites us to come that 

"We may receive. He gives grace upon grace. 

Ije is never weary of bestowing, though we are 

of asking. We dis^honor Him when we ask 

doubtfully, when we ask fot small matters ; He 

bids us ask in faith, nothing doubting ; to open 

our mouths wide that He may fill tliem. Grace 

Comprises all we need, to pardon our sins, 

sanctify our natures, conquer our foes, bear our 

trials, or perform our duties. If we have not, it 

is because we ask not ; or because we ask amiss, 

to consume it oii our lusts. There is grace for 

OS this morning ; let us apply for it, expect to 

receive it, and determine to use il for God's 

glory and the good of souls. He will give 

grace and glory, and no good thing will He 

withhold from them that walk uprightly. They 

^at seek the Lord shall not want any good 

Uiing. Ask, and you shall receive; seek, and 

YOU shall find. He giveth liberally and upbraid* 

eth not. « 

Transporting truth — amazing word I 
What I grace and glory from the Lord ? 
Oh, may I feel the promise true. 
Fulfilled in grace and glory too\ 



MAY 21. 

Take heed to your tpirit MaL fi. 10. 

The spirit of the believer should be character- 
ized by forbearance, humility, and love ; he is 
exhorted to put away all anger, wrath, clamor, 
evil-speaking, and malice ; and to put on bowels 
of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long-suffering, and to be ready to forgive. 
A bitter, contentious, censorious spirit, is just 
the opposite of the Spirit of Christ ; and an un- 
forgiving person cannpt be a Christian, for Jesus 
has said, " Except ye forgive men their tres- 
passes, neither will my heavenly Father forgive 
you." Take heed then to your spirit ; lest it be 
said, " Ye know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of." Learn of Jesus ; He was meek and 
lowly ; patient and forbearing ; kind to His ene- 
mies, and ready to forgive. A proud, conten- 
tious, overbearing disciple, cannot expect to have 
fellowship with a humble, lowly, and broken- 
hearted Master. Beloved, let us watch over our 
spirits ; he that rules his own spirit, does more 
than he that conquers a city; and a spirit, that 
is not under control, is like a city with the walls 
and gates broken down ; open to the enemy on 
every side. - 

Come, blessed Spirit, heavenly Doye 

Descend on balmy wings ; 
Come, tune my passions all to love. 

And strike the peaceful strings : 
Let every action, thought, and word, 
Bring honor to my holy Lord. 

14$ 



MAY 22. 

Ifjft shaU oak anything in my name, I mil do it 

John xiv. 14. 

^His is the word of Jesus to us this morning ; 
^t; is intended to encourage and embolden us at 
^te throne of grace, and to comfort us under all 
pur privations and wants. Jesus has all power 
^ti heaven and in earth ; all things are delivered 
^nto Him by the Father. He has a large store, 
CLxid a kind and tender heart. Let us therefore 
go to Him with our wants, that He may sup- 
ply them; with our fears, that He may quell 
them; with our sins, that He may pardon and 
subdue them ; with everything that troubles us, 
or is likely to harm us. Let us go to Him with 
Confidence. He says, " What wilt thou that I 
diall do for thee ? If ye ask anything that will 
do you good, promote my cause, or glorify my 
name, I will do it. Be not afraid to ask, for I 
am omnipotent ; do not doubt, for I give you my 
word; I will do it." Oh, believer, what a 
friend is Jesus ! how kind ! how gracious I 
Never complain, never despond, never be cast 
down, while Jesus is thy Friend. He is, and 
will be thy friend forever. Oh, make a iriend 
of Him ; visit Him daily ; trust Him implicitly ; 
and follow Him fully. Make Him your all W 
all. He is worthy. He will not deceive. 

Jesus, my Lord, I look to Thee ; 
Where else can helpless sinners go 1 
Thy boundless love shall set me free 
Fr)m all my wretchednesfi and "woe. 



MAY 28. 

We look for the Samour. FhiL iil 20. 

Our beloved Saviour is now at the right hi 
of God. He waits, expecting His enenmies to 
made His footstool. He will come again ; 
time is hastening on, and we should be living 
expectation of His appearing. The Christ 
posture is that of waiting, looking, hasting 
the coming of the day of God. He will cc 
the second time, as certainly as He did the fi 
He will come as a thief in the night. He '' 
come in His glory, and all the holy angels v 
Him. He will come to reign, to reward 
people, and to punish His foes. Let us not 
slothful, careless, or indifferent about the com 
of our Lord ; He comes for our salvation, 
us look for Him daily, with earnest desire, 
dent hope, fervent love, importunate prayer, ; 
diligent preparation. When He comes, 
earth will be delivered from the bondage of • 
ruption, into the glorious liberty of the child 
of God ; the groans of creation will be silen* 
the prayers of the Ijord's people be answe 
and crowns of righteousness bestowed. 
us abide in Him, that we may have cc 
ence, and not be ashamed before Him at 
coming, t 

Lo 1 He comes, with clouds descending 

Once for favor'd sinners slain ; 
Thousand thousand saints attending, 
Swell the triumph of His train : 

Hallelujah ! 
Jesus comes, and comes to T^i^pk 
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•MAY 24. 

- Jlke enemy. Luke z. 18. 

-*^He Christian has many foes, but there is cne 
}^lio is emphatically called, " The enemy." He 
^^ the god of this world ; all worship him, 
Except those whom Jesus has delivered from 
him. He is the prince of the power of the air, 
he rules over and works in all unbelievers. He 
^ a subtle serpent, endeavoring to deceive ; a 
faring lion, seeking to devour. He has the 
power of death. He gains access to our hearts, 
ittid is always attempting to lead us astray. He 
is well versed in Scripture, and will often quote 
it, in order to misapply it ; he will use one part 
to fill us with terror, another to lead us to 
feake light of sin. tie is always planning how 
he shall injure us, and is incessantly trying to 
tlraw us from God. Beloved, there is no safety 
fcr us but at the feet of Jesus ; it is only as we 
abide in Him, and walk with Him, that we can 
overcome Satan. Our weapons are the blood of 
the Lamb, and the word of the divine testis 
mony ; faith seizes the perfect work of Christ as 
its shield, and the word of God as its sword, 
and thus overcomes the infernal foe. Let us 
jmt on the whole armor of God. , 



Jesus hath died for you; 

What can His love withstand f 
Believe, hold fast your shield, and who 

Shall pluck you from His hand ? 
Ton shall overcome through Jesus' blood, 
And stand complete before yoiir God. 



MAY S5. 

Certainly I mil he with thee, Ezod. iiL 12l 

It is a great honor to be favored with the 
presence of Jehovah : but in every enterprise 
for His glory, in every doty required in His 
word, in every dangerous part of the pilgrim's 
path, in every trouble in this land of strangers. 
He has promised to be with us. His presence 
is to encourage, strengthen, protect, and prosper 
us. This promise should arm us against fear, 
nerve the mind against opposition, and em- 
bolden us in a good cause. Beloved, has Gtid 
promised to be with us ? Let us then seek to 
realize His presence; never let us be satisfied 
with any religion^ without the Lord's presence.— 
If God be with us we shall be successful ; all 
He requires He will provide ; and display in 
our experience the exceeding riches of His 
grace. His presence is sure to His people; 
He is not always perceived by sense, bat 
certainly He is present ; for though heaven and 
earth may pass away, one jot or tittle of His 
word shall in no wise pass away ; all must be 
fulfilled. Let us then seek and expect the 
presence of Jehovah this day ; and rejoice that 
He has said, "I will never leave thee, nr« 
forsake thee." 

Then rest, my soul, upon the Iiord, 
Believe and plead His faithful word ; 
He will be with thee, He will ffuide, 
And for thy every want provide ; 
Tliao trust His faithful love and power, 
Id every gloomy trying hour. 

no 



MAY 26. 

Let a man examine himself. 1 Cor. xl 28. 

-*Bis is necessary, that we may know upon 
^hat we are resting ; and whether we are grow- 
"^ng or declining. Let us examine this morning 
Xipon what foundation are we building for eter- 
■^al life ; and from what does our hope arise ? 
^hat is the source of our satisfaction, pleasure, 
^nd peace ? What do we possess to prove the 
:ireality of our religion ? Have we been quick- 
ened by the Holy Spirit? Is Christ our life, 
«nd is He living in us ? Are we enlightened to 
see sin, in its nature, character, and actings? 
IHave we living faith, which receives Christ; 
l)elieve8 His word ; and lives to Him ? Have 
'we a good hope through grace ? Is the love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
G-host? Do we love Grod because He first 
loved us, and walk with Him in peace and 
lioliness ? Have we the earnest and witness of 
the Spirit in our hearts? Are we conflicting 
with sin, and praying to be delivered from it, as 
fifom a tyrant, a plague, the most fearful evil ? 
Let us examine carefully, deliberately, prayer- 
fully ; taking Grod's word for our rule and guide. 
Let us prove our own work, so shall we have re- 
joicing in ourselves alone. 

Searcher of hearts ! oh, search me still ; 
The secrets of my soul reveal ; 
My fears remove : let me appear 
To God and my own conscience, clear : 
Each evidence of grace impart, 
And deeply sanctify my heart \ 



MAT 27. 

And He bleued him tkire. Oen. 

Poor Jacob, full of fear and alarm, retired ti 
plead with his God ; he wept and made sap* 
plication, he had power with Grod and pre- 
vailed. ^^And he blessed him • there." Our 
God delights to bless us ; therefore He began 
so early, for He blessed us with all spiritoal 
blessings in Jesus, before the foundation of the 
world ; He gave us grace in His Son, before He 
gave us a being : but yet He will have us plead 
with Him, and weep before Him. He is *' Thb 
BLESSING God." There never was a want that 
ever pierced the heart of fallen humanity, or 
met the omniscient eye of Jehovah, but that 
want was anticipated, and provided for, in the 
person and fulness of Christ. And hovrever 
great our conflicts and trials may be, we can 
have no reason to despond, for grace is given 
us ; and grace always goes hand in hand with 
omnipotence. Our heavenly Father's love can- 
not fail, our divine Saviour's fulness cannot be 
exhausted, the faithful promise cannot be broken ; 
let us therefore plead in the valley of Achor, 
wrestle on the battle-plain, and it shall again be 
said, ** He blessed him there." Oh for the 
Spirit of Prayer. 



Lord, let me know the grace below, 

To all believers giveu : 
Oh, bid me feel thy love, and go 
In perfect peace to heaven I 
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MAY 28. 

In all thy toay^ acknoteledge Him. Prov. iiL 6. 

•Beloved, we are the Lord's, the creatures of His 
power, the purchase of His blood, the subjects 
^f His grace. He has set His love upon us, em- 
Woyed His wisdom for us, and is deeply inter- 
ested in all that concerns us. Everything we 
^0, should be done with a view to His glory ; 
^nd in everything by prayer and supplication 
"Vrith thanksgiving, we should let our requests 
V^ made known unto Him. Everything should 
te mentioned at His throne ; His presence, di- 
rection, and blessing, should be sought in refer- 
ence to every circumstance of our lives. Our 
^nisery can never exceed His mercy, or our ap- 
lilication at his throne find His ear pre-ocou- 
]ned. He is our Father, and as such ought to 
1»e consulted ; He is our G-od, and ought to be 
lionored. We should ask of Him, and ask 
>^ith the whole heart ; for He that withdraws 
his heart in asking, will find G-od withdraw 
His hand in giving. Acknowledging God in all 
things, will produce a steady peace of mind; 
preserve us from many temptations ; and 
strengthen our faith in Him. He that always 
acknowledges G-od, will find that God always 
acknowledges him. < 

Stretch o'er my head Thy guardian wings, " 

Secure my 80ul, O King of kings ! 

My shield and refuge be : 
Thy grace and mercy, Lord, display, 
Through Christ tlie Life, the Truth, the Way, 

That I majr come to T^ee I 



MAY 29. 

And be found in Him, FhiL iil 9* 

To be in Christ, is to be united to Him by faitlc^ 
and love ; and is of the utmost importance^ ^ 
Apart from Christ we are wretched, miserable^E: 
poor, blind, and naked ; united to Christ we are 
immensely rich ; immutably safe ; exalted to th< 
highest honor ; and shall appear without a faults 
before the throne of God. If we are in Christ, 
or one with Christ, we are justified by His- obe- 
dience, as the debtor is cleared by the payment 
made by his surety ; we are sanctified through 
Him, as the vessel is cleansed in the fountain ; 
we are protected by Him, as Noah was in the 
ark ; we are preserved from judicial proceedings, '" 
as the manslayer in the city of refuge ; and are 
exalted to honor as the BaroE of the King EteRt 
NAL, Immortal, the only wise God. Well may 
the Apostle desire " to be found in Him." No 
mind can conceive, no tongue can declare the 
blessedness that flows from being one avith 
Christ. Let us therefore, beloved, ask, this 
morning, "Am I in Christ at present? Am I 
living with Him as His faithful bride ; for Him 
as His devoted servant ; upon Him as His de- 
pendant child? Do I renounce all for Christ? 
Can I say, I am crucified with Christ ? The 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world ?" 

Yes, yes, I must and will esteem 
All things but loss ibr Jesus' sake ; 
Oh, may ray soul be found in Him, 
And of His righteousness partake. 
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MAY 30. 

AU my ttpringi are in Thee. Psalm Ixxxvii. 7. 

^'Jfesus is the fountaia of living waters ; the wells 
^f salvation are found in His person, work, and 
^"ord ; He says, " If any man thirst, let him 
^^ome unto me and drink." * The springs of 
^^omfort, peace, and salvation, are all in Him; 
^Hd in Him for us ; therefore called our springs. 
The waters cleanse from all defilement ; refresh 
the faint and weary; and satisfy the longing 
Soul. The springs bespeak plenitude — whoso- 
ever will may come and take ; for they are 
never dry. We are absolutely dependant on 
Jesus, this is our mercy ; we are not absolutely 
dependant on any besides, this is ouj: happiness. 
Our desires should concentrate in Him ; our 
affections should be fixed upon Him ; and our 
expectations should be only from Him. In 
Jesus is all possible variety; He can do, and 
^>estow all we can possibly want ; for it hath 
pleased the Father that in Him should all ful- 
lness dwell. If all our springs are in Jesus, let 
lis not then look to any other ; but let us with 
joy draw water out of the fountains of the Sa- 
vour. Let us ask, and He will give us living 
Water ; that we may thirst no more. 



To whom, dear Jesns, oh, to whom 

Shall needv sinners flee, 
But to Thyself, who bid'st us come ? 

Our sprmgs are all in Thee : 
Kow fill my soul with Thy pure love, 
<!id raise my thoughts and nopea aboye. 



MAY 81. 

The just shall come out of trouble. Pro v. ^dllSb 

The Lord's people are justified by grace, thro 
faith, in the righteousness of Jesus; and 
who are thus justified are created anew, 1: 
immortal prinoipled of holiness and justice 
planted in their hearts, so that they hate sin, 
low holiness, and walk uprightly. Sin has 
dominion over them, nor will they be slavei 
lust. They meet with many troubles, they 1: 
to pass through fire and water, but they s 
come out into a wealthy place. They shall 
perish in their affliction, for the Lord uphol( 
them with His hand. Beloved, look bej 
your present trials; remember if you suffe 
a Christian, you suffer with Christ ; and if 
suffer you shall also reign with Him. "i 
G-od is able to deliver ; He has promised tc 
so ; trust in Him without wavering ; yield 
to temptation ; avoid the appearance of e 
and your Grod will bring you out of trou 
He will bring forth your righteousness as 
light, and your judgment as the noonday, 
shall also forget your misery, or remember i 
waters that pass away. Present troubles 
end in everlasting peace. , 



Millions who now His throne surround, 
Here sought relief, here mercy found; 
The Lord dispell'd their gloomy fears, 
Heal'd all their wounds, and dried their teank 
And thou shalt also mercy find, 
For GU)d is faithful, just, and kind. 
««4i 



JUNEl. 

Tke Lord our righteousneu. Jer. zxiil 6. 

Jfisus is Jehovah, the self-existent, eternal, and 
^mutable God. He is our righteousness. To 
ftis end He assumed our nature ; came into 
Our place ; labored, suffered, bled, and died 
in our stead. We have no righteousness by 
liature, but we have the righteousness of God 
by grace. " Their righteousness is of me, saith 
tie Lord." Jesus completed for us all that 
"Was necessary to jus^tify us ; He made an end 
of sin; He magnified the law and made it 
llonorable ; He brought in everlasting right- 
eousness ; and now He clothes us with the gar- 
llaents of salvation, and covers us with the robe 
of righteousness. In Him we possess all jus- 
tice can demand, or God require, for our full 
Und eternal justification. This portion is not 
iiecessary merely for one day, but every day; 
it silences an accusing conscience, confounds 
Satan, strengthens the soul, and glorifies God. 
Let us look to-day, all the day, and every day 
to Jesus, as ** the Lord our righteousness." 
Let us go to duty, to conflict, to trials, in the 
strength of the Lord ; making mention of His 
righteousness, even of His only. This is our 
plea at the throne of grace, our song in the 
house of our pilgrimage, and our confidence in 
the prospect of death. • 

Saviour divine, we know thy name, 

And in that name we trust; 
Thou art the Lord our Righteousneaa, 

Thau art our joy and boast. 



JUNE 2. 

/ tnll deal well with thee. Gen. xzm 9. 

So the Lord promised Jacob, and the promise, 
made unto our fathers, He will fulfil unto us 
their children. But such a promise does no" 
exclude great trials, sore temptations, deep per- 
sonal afflictions, fiery persecutions, poverty, dis- 
appointments, and perplexity; all these things 
may happen unto us, and yet the Lord deal well 
with us. The promise secures the sanctification 
of our troubles, the communication of grace, de- 
liverance from real evils, the supply of all wants, 
and the satisfying of our best desires. ' Is not 
this enough, to know that Jehovah will deal 
well with us, in sickness and health; in life 
and in death; in time and through eternity 1 
This promise is Jehovah's bond, the believer's 
plea, the ground of the Christian's confidence, 
a reason for contentment and gratitude, and th€ 
cause of our enemies' confusion. Jacob, though 
tried, found the Lord faithful, and so shall we 
Let us therefore rejoice that our Grod has said 
" I will deal well with thee. I will make al 
my goodness pass before thee. I will save the( 
with an everlasting salvation. I will be thy Goc 
and thy glory." • 



Jesus 1 in whom but Thee above, 
Can I repose my trust, my love ; 
Thy counsels and upholding care, 
My safety and my comfort are ; 
And Thou shalt guide me all my daya^ 
Till glory crown the work of grace. 
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JUNE 3. 

Th$ exceeding riehei of His grace. Eph. u. 7. 

^^BOVAH glories in His grace. It is His rioheg 
■ — His wealth. All its riches are intended for 
^ to be expended upon us. They are all treas- 
ured up in Jesus to be received by us. They 
^re promised and presented to us. They ex- 
^3eed our thoughts, our expectations, our faith, 
yre do not believe that God has provided and 
Jromised so much for our good as He has; and 
therefore we do not ask for, and expect so much. 
Xet us this day think of the exceeding riches 
^F GRACE. Jesus was the gift of grace, so was 
the Holy Spirit, and so are all spiritual bless- 
ings. Grace includes, and is the source from 
"Vhich flows all the church has received, is re- 
^seiving, and will receive throughout eternity. 
Crrace freely gives, but never sells. It has a 
lountiful eye, a tender heart, and a liberal hand. 
^e are not straitened in God, but in our own 
Iiearts. Oh, that we did but believe what God 
lias revealed in reference to the riches of 
grace, and expect to receive according to His 
most liberal promises! There is an abundance 
of grace, and it is for us ; for us this morning, 
for us whenever we apply. Let us therefore 
have grace, whereby we may serve God accept- 
ably, with reverence and godly fear. • 

Amazing grace 1 how sweet the sound I 

That saved a wretch like me 1 
I once was lost, bat now am found; 

Was bliod, but now I see , 

- \1W 



JUNE 4. 

Hia hindneta towards us. Eph. iL 7. 

"What a subject is the kindness of Grod towarC^ 
us ! Let us think of it, as it appears in tt:^ 
place and circumstances of our birth ; in happ^ 
Britain, not in a heathen land. In our edue^ 
tion and preservation. Especially in our regei]^ 
eration, that we were born again, not of th 
will of the flesh, nor of blood, but of QoA 
How many, born in the same place, about th^ 
same time, and educated in the same sohool^ 
have been allowed to pass out of time into eter- 
nity, carnal, and under the curse of Grod ; of 
are living in that state \ Why were we distin- 
guished ? Called by grace ? Justified from all 
things in the righteousness of Jesus? Kept by 
the power of God ? Supplied according to the 
promises? Walking with God? Looking for 
the coming of Jesus with hope, holy longing, 
and steady faith ? Having the promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come ? 
Warranted to say, " All things are mine, for I 
am Christ's, and Christ is God's?" Oh, how 
great is the goodness of our God ! How un- 
searchable His grace! His kindness to us is 
wonderful! . 



Who can have greater cause to sing, 
Who greater cause to bless, 

Than we, the children of a King, 
Than we who Christ possess ? 

Our all we to His kindness owe, 

^id grateful praise should ever flovr. 

UO 



JUNE 6. 
Lofdt what wit thou have me to do f Acts ix. 6. 

A VERY proper inquiry to bring to the Lord's 
ttrone, for all the Lord's people should be em- 
l^loyed in the Lamb's vineyard, for the Lord's 
glory. There is something for each of us to do, 
^nd something for us to do to-day. •Jesus is 
our Master, He has a right to reign over us, 
c^nd employ us as He will. He should be obey- 
ed. We especially who are so deeply indebted, 
idhonld obey Him willingly— cheerfully — habit- 
tially. Is our enmity subdued ? How can we 
manifest it, but by seeking to be in His em- 
ployment? Have we faith, love, hope, humility, 
peace, gratitude? Are we not then desirous of 
cbeying Him, who gave us all these blessings ? 
We ought to be employed — always employed — 
Wid 80 employed as if every day were our last. 
That is the best employment, which we can look 
at with satisfaction on a death-bed ; of which we 
shall not be ashamed at the day of judgment. 
Are you doing for Jesus ? Are you doing in the 
spirit of Jesus? Beware lest you put your do- 
ings in the place of Jesus; do all you can, and 
tiien lay all you do at the feet of Jesus. . 



Never did men by faith divine 

To selfisbness or sloth incline ; 

The Christian works with all his power, 

And grieves that he can work no more : 

Commits his works to Qod alone, 

And seeks His wHl before his own. 



JUNE 6. 

Jle hath done all things vtdl. Mark vil 87. 

This was the testimony of the mu.titude < 
cerning Jesus. He did many things, but He 
everything well. Cannot we. bear the sf 
testimony this morning ? He called us by 
grace ; and when we reflect upon the means, 
manner, and the period, must we not say, " 
did it well ?" He has tried us in many wa 
but when we think of His design, the mew 
He mingled with the afflictions, and the deli^ 
ance He granted us out of them, mjist we 
say, " He hath done all things well ? If 
look back, and see Him standing forward as 
Surety with the Father in eterniiTy ; or if 
behold Him taking our nature, bearing our si 
procuring our righteousness, and sending . 
Holy Spirit to sanctify and save us ; must 
not say, '' He hath done all things well ?" J 
when our mansions are prepared, our bo< 
raised from the grave, and our persons are ] 
fectly conformed to His image ; when we 1 
Him say, " Come, inherit the kingdom ;" 
with what rapture, gratitude, and love shall 
shout, *'He hath done all things well !" 

How sovereign, wonderful, and free, 
Is all His love to sinful me ; 
He pluck'd me as a brand from hell I— 
My Jesus hath done all things well : 
And since my soul has known His love, 
What mercies has He made me prove; 
Mercies which all my praise excels- 
My Jesus hath done ali things 'WfXL 
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JUNE 1. 

Ye are my toUnesaet, saith the Lord. 
Isaiah xliil 12. 

^^ are to witness to the truth, power, and 
^^eetness of religion ; lo the goodness, holiness, 
^d faithfulness of Grod. We are to witness to 
fte world, by our spirit, testimony, and con- 
duct; we are to witness to poor,* doubting, 
fearful souls. Our witness should be unequivo- 
cal, and should be borne with courage, constan- 
cy, and love. Our testimony should be from 
experience. Do we know the Lord? Do we 
daily experience the power of truth in our 
hearts ? Does it free us from slavish fear, the 
love of the world, and the dominion of sin ? 
•3an we say, We have known and believed the 
We which God hath to us — God is love ? Are 
We saying to those around us. Oh, taste and 
see that the Lord is good ; there is no want to 
them that fear Him? Suppose we should be 
called to bear witness before judges, or kings ; 
in the prison or at the stake ; how would it be 
with us then ? Could we witness that God is 
good and gracious ; that He is enough to make 
us happy ; if He were to strip us as He did Job, 
or try us as He did Paul ? He says, " Ye arb 

MY WITNESSES." ^ 

Give me to bear Thy easy yoke, 
And every moment watch and pray ; 
And still to things eternal look, 
And hasten to 'lliy glorious day ! 
I would Thy daily witness be, 
And prove wat lam one ^ith Thee. 



JUNE 8. 

y Ood he for im, who eon he cgaifut t*i. 
Bomans yiii 81. 

Beloved, if we are believers in Jesus, all i 
perfections of Jehovah's nature are arrayed 
our defence and safety. He is engaged 
covenant, by promise, and by oath, to suppc 
supply, and befriend us. He is for us. I 
gaged in our cause. Opposed to our enemi 
Pledged to deliver us in six troubles, and i 
forsake us in the seventh. We may challer 
our foes, for God is with us ; what then is ma 
What devils? We may admire our safe 
happiness, and honor ; God, the Lord God o 
nipotent, is our ally. We should be gratef 
for what is our desert ? What do we posses 
What were our expectations ? What has G 
promised? We may triumph in Christ, I 
only in Christ. If God be for us, then suppl 
shall certainly be sent us. If God be for i 
men or devils shall never prevail over us. 
God be for us we shall overcome the world, o< 
quer death, and eternally inherit glory. i 
God is for us, who then shall harm us ? Wl 
shall alarm or terrify us ? God is ours ; we \ 
God's. This is our honor, our happiness, ( 
boast and glory. ,; 

Yes, God is above men, ievUs, and sin, 
My Jesus's love the battle shall win : 
On His miglity power I'll daily rely, 
All evil before His presence shall ny : 
I fear no denial, no danger I fear, 
Nor start from a trial, while Jesus is near. 



;;.. '.. . 



JUNE 9. 

Let Israel hope in the Lord. Psalm cxzx. 7. 

This title is applied to all the Lord's people ; it 
sets forth their dignity, — ^they are Princes ; it 
refers to their experience — they wrestle with- 
God in prayer, and they prevail. Despondency 
does not become a prince, much less a Christian. 
Our God is " The God of Hope :" and we 
should hope in Him. Israel should hope in His 
mercy — ^in His patience — in His provision — in 
His plenteous redemption. They should hope 
for light in darkness ; for strength in weakness ; 
for direction in perplexity; for deliverance in 
danger ; for victory in conflict ; and for triumph 
in death. They should hope in God confidently, 
because He has promised ; prayerfully, for He 
loves to hear from us ; ''obediently, for His pre- 
cepts are to be observed by us ; and constantly, 
for He is always the same. Beloved, let not 
your hope rest on frames, or duties, or men, or 
anything; but hope in the Lord, in the Lord 
only. Israel's God is at all times Israel's hope. 
The hope of Israel shall never be disappointed. 
Therefore hope in God, for it is good that a man 
should both hope, and quietly wait for the salva- 
tion of the Lord. ^ 



.^' 



The gospel bears my spirit up ; 
A faithful and unchanging God 
Lays the foundation for my hope, 
In oaths, and promises, and blood ; 
Then, my soul, still hope in God, 
And plead thy Sayiou 's precious blood. 



JUNE 10. 

lam Alpha and Omega. Rev. zxh. iS. 

Jesus is the first and the last. He began, 
carries on, and He will complete the great ^ 
of our eternal salvation. He was the first 
ject to which we were directed to look, and 
will be the last we shall wish to see. He 
the first subject we began to learn, and we i 
be learning Him to all eternity. He is 
with us in every trial and trouble, and 
never leave us nor forsake us. He is the fo 
ation on which we build, and He will be f 
covering. We should look to Him first in e 
trouble, and go to Him first with every w 
He includes all that is good, great, and glor; 
He that hath Jesus hath all things. Let m 
gin with Jesus, and then go on with Jesu 
shall we end with Jesus : and a blessed en 
it will be. He is our great lesson, and we ] 
learned nothing to purpose until we know I 
Oh, to know Him, and the power of His re 
rection, and the fellowship of His sufferi 
and to be made conformable to His death ! 
us endeavor to learn the happy art of loo 
to Jesus, expecting from Jesus, and glorif 
Jesus as our Alpha and Omega from day to 



Christ is ray hope, my strength, my guide, 
For me He groan'd, and bled, and died ; 
Christ is the source of all my bliss, 
My wisdom and my righteousness : 
My Saviour, Brother, £&ithful Friend^ 
On Him alone I now depend. 
16€ 






JUNE 11. 

The Lord is my portion. Lam. ill 24. 

^w poor is the worldling's possession, if ccm* 
pared with the Christian's portion ; it is but for 
a few days ; it cannot satisfy, it cannot bless. 
But, beloved, Jehovah hath given us Himself; 
He says, "I am your inheritance." We are 
ever with Him, and all He has is ours. His 
power is ours to support us, His wisdom to 
guide us. His love to comfort us, His mercy to 
I'elieve us. His goodness to supply us. His jus- 
tice to defend us. His covenant to secure us, and 
His heaven to receive us. He is a suitable, 
snfficient, and immutable portion. We are to 
live upon Him, draw from Him, rejoice in Him, 
and look to Him for all we need. For Him we 
must renounce all other ; to His glory all our 
efforts must be directed, and with Him wc must 
iaily walk. Men cannot deprive us of our por- 
tion, fire cannot consume it, nor rust corrupt it ; 
let us not therefore bo much affected by any- 
fting that occurs below; if the streams are 
dried, the fountain remains ; if creatures fail 
J» deceive us, our God is the portion of our 
ifiheritance and of our cup ; He maintains our 
lot, He is our strength and our portion for- 

Begone, ye gilded vanities ; 

I seek the only good ; 
To real bliss my wishes rise, 

The favor of my God : 
Thy love, my God, ray portion be, 
And let me Md my all in Thee. 

1«^ 



JUNE 12. 

2!%tf Lord God ia a Sun and Shield. Psalm IxziiT. 11. 



To Him we must look for light, comfort, aw 
fruitful aess. He is our light and our salvatioa 
He will not leave us comfortless. From Him 
is our fruit found. The people who know Hifflj 
believe Him, and walk with Him, arc blessed; 
He giveth light in darkness, joy in sorrow, and 
life in death. He is our defence; from HitD 
we must expect protection. His salvation is 
our shield ; faith lays hold of it, and employs i< 
against all our foes. He will enlighten ani 
protect us ; He will never fail us, or leave us t 
want or perish. He communicates His favor 
as freely, as easily, and as plentifully as th 
sun shines; there is enough in Him, and H 
will cheerfully bestow; let us therefore wai 
upon Him this day, and walk in the light of Hi 
countenance. Who is among you that fearet 
the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of His se: 
vant, that walketh in darkness and hath r 
light ? Let him trust in the name of the Lor< 
and stay upon His God. His heart is evermoi 
towards us, His promises shall be fulfilled tc u 
and He will glorify "every perfection of His m 
ture in us. 



Lord, be my safety and defence, 
My light, my joy, ray bliss ; 

My portion in the ^orld to come, 
My confidence in this : 

Be thou, O Lord, my Shield and SuD, 

As I the path of duty run. 
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JUNE .5. 
Tks angel of the Lord stood by. Zech. iii 5. 

Who was it that thus stood by Joshua, when 
Satan accused and resisted him ; when his filthy 
gannents bore testimony against him, and he 
Was cited to appear before God ? Surely it was 
Jesns. Jesus, the messenger of the covenant ; 
the minister of the true tabernacle, which God 
pitched, and not man; the angel of Jehovah's 
presence. This same Jesus stands by all His 
people; He stands by us. He stands on our 
side in prayer — ^in trouble — in temptation — in 
aU our efforts to glorify His name. He stands 
by to instruct us in the will of God ; to help us 
_ in the work of God ; to enrich us with the 
H- Wealth of God ; and to watch over us for good. 
Beloved, whoever leaves us, Jesus still stands 
by us. Our eyes should always be fixed upon 
Bim. "We ought never to forget, there is one 
witness to every action ; Jesus stands by ob- 
serving. We should therefore be circumspect — 
grateful — ^and courageous. He stands at the 
right hand of the poor, to save him from those 
who condemn his soul. He stands ready to 
help, waiting to give, determined to bless. May 
We always realize that Jesus stands by. 



Look up, my soul, with cheerful eye, 
See where the great Redeemer stands, 
The glorious Advocate on high, 
With precious incense in His hands 1 
On Hmi alone thy hopes recline : 
His power and love are all diVme. 



JUNE 14. 

A8 thy daySy so shall thy $trength be, Deut xxxm, tS, 

No man can possibly tell wkat is before him 
but our God knoweth, and He has prcmisa 
His people strength proportioned to their triah 
We should not be anxious, for with the tri« 
comes the strength. Our troubles are veq 
generally to be numbered amongst our meroidl 
Temporal prosperity, without a special blessinj 
from God, will prove to be a curse ; and it at 
ways brings a solemn responsibility with it 
"We always have found our God faithful; Hi 
always has given strength according to the day 
and why should we now doubt ? We may lod 
forward and suppose the worst, and then. saj 
" I will trust and not be afraid ; for the Lor 
Jehovah is my strength and my song ; He ak 
is become my salvation." We go from strengt 
to strength, and every true believer shall appef 
in Zion before God. He will perfect that whic 
concerneth us, but will never forsake the woi 
of His own hands. Let us then expect tl 
Lord to give when we want, as we want, ar 
ALL we want ; let us believe that our strengi 
will be equal to our burden, to our day. Tl 
promise is plain, it is positive, it is sure, and oi 
God is faithful. 



God is love, and will not leave you, 
When you most his kindness need ; 

God is true, nor can deceive you, 
Though your faith be weak indeed. 
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JUNE 15. 

Lei not yoMf heart he troublecL John xir. 1. 

• 

(US does not approve of your being in an 
tated, perplexed, uncomfortable state. He 
jhes to see you steady, holy, and happy. He 
bids your fear; He commands your faith. 
He is with you, as He is engaged for you, 
I should leave your concerns very much with 
m. But how can we attend to this exhorta- 
a? Get the mind assured of a covenant 
erest in God, as your God. Live under the 
pression, God is with me ; He minutely ob- 
ves everything that takes place within and 
und me ; He is watching for an opportunity 
do me good ; He will not allow anything to 
rt me ; He will glorify Himself in me, and 
in Himself; He bids me trust Him ; I will 
st and not be afraid. What will follow ? He 
1 keep them in perfect peace, whose minds are 
yed on Him; because they trust in Him. 
1st then in the Lord forever; for in the Lord 
lovah is everlasting strength. Let nothing 
able you, for your souls are in the hands of 
us ; your life is hid with Christ in God ; your 
les are at God's disposal ; and all things are 
rking together for your good. 



my soul I what means this sadness ? 

Wherefore art thou thus cast down I 
Let thy grief be turned to gladness, 

Bid thy restless fear begone ; 
Look to Jesus, 

And rejoice in his dear name. 



JUNE 16. 
J go to prepare a place for you, John zir. 2. 

See, beloved, what Jesus is doing. He is 
gaged for us ; He did all He could for us 
earth, and then ascended to heaven to carry 
His work. The place He prepares will 
worthy of Himself; " His rest will be glorioi 
It will just suit us ; there the wicked ce 
from troubling, sin shall no more annoy, trou 
shall no more beset, but the weary shall b€ 
rest. He is preparing us for it, as well as ii 
us ; therefore we are so tried and afflicted, 
light afflictions which are but for a moment, 
working out for us a far more exceeding 
eternal weight of glory. Let us daily thml 
Jesus as employed for us ; let us consider d( 
as going to take possession of the place He 
prepared for us ; and under all that tries u 
casts us down, let us remember, Jesus 
come again and receive us unto Himself; 
where He is we may be also. Our present 
tage may be incommodious and uncomforta 
but our mansion will be spacious, magnific 
and worthy of a Grod. He that overcon 
shall inherit all things, and Jehovah will be 
God. '^ 



And art Thou, gracious Saviour, gone, 
A mansion to prepare for me I 
Shall I behold Thee on Thy thron*. 
And there forever sit with Thee j 
Then let the world approve or blame, 
rU triumph ii Thy gracious name. 
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JUNE 17. 

SalwMHan ia 6/ the Lord. Jonah iL 9. 

love of the Father, the work of the Si«ii| 
the operations of the Holy Ghost, save the 
. The Father devised the scheme, the Son 
3 the ransom, and the Holy Spirit puts us in 
«ssion of the blessing. It is of Grod. It is 
grace. It is through faith. Deliverance 
1 dangers, trials, and wants, is of the Lord, 
delivered Jonah when he cried, though he 

a poor, proud, obstinate, peevish, fretful sin- 
: and He will deliver us. He says, " Look 
) me and be delivered, for I am God. Look, 
I bid you. Look, for I will attend to you. 
k, for I will deliver you." He will deliver 
ix troubles, and in seven He will not forsake 

He will deliver our souls from death, our 
J from tears, and our feet from falling. He 

deliver the needy when he crieth, the poor 
, and him that hath no helper. Are you look- 
to others ? Are you drooping; fearing, or do- 
iding? Your God takes it unkindly; He 
J, "Is my hand shortened at all, that it can- 
redeem? Or have I no power to deliver? 
inything too hard for me?" He says, "I 
L WORK." He asks, "Who shall let it?" , 



Of all the crowns Jebovah bears, 

Salvation is His dearest claim ; 

That gracious sound wellpleased He hears, 

And owns Immanuel for His name : 

He saves us bf His precious blood, 

Aad proves Inmself the Mighty Qon. 

4 V\\ 



JUNE 18. 

I will not leave you comfortless, John sir. 18. 

Believers when in darkness, often fear that 
Jesus has forsaken them : this is natural ; but 
it is unscriptural • for He has said, " I will 
never leave thee, I will never forsake thee." 
His offices require His presence with us, His 
love secures His presence to us. He will not 
leave us orphans. We are absolutely dependant 
upon Him, our comfort is His gift, and the (xa%'^ 
tinuance of comfort depends on His presence an^^^ 
grace. He is the great source of comfort to 
people; His presence and His comforts 
generally connected; He may withhold then^ 
for a time to reprove — instruct — or correct us J 
but we may calculate upon His comforts le- 
turning, for His promise is plain ; it stands un- 
repealed in His word ; and His nature and love 
are the same. His precious word of promise 
should be believed — pleaded — firmly trusted. 
We never shall be orphans, for our Father ever 
lives ; our home waits to receive us ; and our 
hope is imperishable. Oh, beloved, plead this 
precious word of Jesus ; expect Him to make it 
good ; aim at His glory, and your comforts ara 
sure. V 



Most Holy Spirit, give me faith, 
To rest on what my Saviour saith : 
May I the sweetest comforts prove 
Of His divine eternal love : 
And daily trust His faithfulness, 
Who will not leave me i»]imioTV2LQa&. 
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JUNE 19. 
AU Sis saints are in Thy hand. Dcut xzxiiL h. 

Every believer is a saint, separated by the pur- 
pose of God ; sanctified by the operations of the 
Holy Spirit; set apart for God, and devoted tc 
His service. Every saint is in the hand of Je- 
sus; in the hand of His mercy — in the hand of 
His power — and in the hand of His providence. 
The* hand of Jesus is large enough to hold all ; 
strong enough to defend all. They are in His 
hand as His property, purchased by His blood ; 
as His charge, committed to Him by His Father ; 
at His disposal, to do with them as seemeth 
good in His sight ; under His protection, to be 
kept from Satan, death, and hell ; to be guided 
through this desert world, to our Father's house 
above ; to be moulded by His skill, and con- 
formed to His own lovely image ; to be covered 
from the storm, and preserved from the furious 
blast ; to be used for His praise, and be lifted 
up to His eternal throne. They are His saints ; 
He chose them for His Bride ; He rescued them 
from the hand of the enemy ; He claims them 
as His right ; He made them what they are ; 
and He will glorify them forevcFc 



Blessed are the saints of God ; 
Tliey are bought with Jesus^ bloo^ 
They are raD»om'd from the graven 
life eternal they shall have : 
With them numbered may I be, 
Voiw, knd through eternity 1 



JUNE 20. 
nUOod thatjuttifieik, Rom. Yiil 89. 

To be justified is to be acquitted, a; J p^ 
nounced righteous. Every believer in Jc»^^ 
however ungodly he may have been, or howeV^ 
vile and unworthy he may feel, is justified t^- 
Jehovah. The perfect work of Jesus is if^ 
puted to him, free grace is glorified in him, at^ 
he is passed from death to life. To him the^ 
is no condemnation, no one can lay anything i> 
his charge, he is accepted in the Beloved, Chri^ 
lived and died for him ; and now he liveth, anC 
shall be glorified through and with Jesus. AL 
trespasses are freely forgiven and eternally for^ 
gotten. Grod has cast all our sins behind His 
back, and now He pronounces us just. Let us 
approach God believing that He has justified 
us ; and let us look forward and rejoice that the 
Judge of all the earth will declare us righteous. 
Who shall lay anything to our charge. It is 
God that justifieth. Who is he that condemn- 
eth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is 
risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us. My 
soul look to Jesus, to His perfect work, and 
prevalent intercession ; there see thy salvation 
and find peace. " 

They are justified by grace ; 
They enjoy the Saviour's peace ; 
All their sins are washed away ; 
They shall stand in God's great dtcf • 
With them numbered may we be. 
Here, and in atcYmt^. 
i7« 



JUNE 21. 

How is it tlud ye have no faith? Mark ir. 40. 

HERE there is little faith there are many 
,rs. The disciples were filled with alarm, and 
"JUS inquires, " How is it that ye have no 
th?" May not our heavenly Father often 
iress us in the same language ? How is it 
it ye give no credit to my word ? ** How is it 
it ye place no dependence on my relation — 
aracter — and veracity? How is it that ye 
ve no confidence in my presence — ^power — and 
e ? How is that ye do not expect my inter- 
ence, and look for my supplies ? Have I not 
ide promises which are plain — ^positive — and 
re ? Have I not fulfilled my promises again 
d again ? Have I not summoned witnesses 
attest the truth of my work ? Have I not 
)mised you my Holy Spirit? Have I not 
(dged my holiness ? Have I not given my 
a for you, and to you? Have I not appeared 
you in every past difficulty ? How is it 
iu that ye have no faith ?" Beloved, let us 
mble ourselves before Grod. Let us plead 
ilty of indulging in unbelief, and plead for 
th. Let us look for Grod in every place and 
everything. - 



Why should my soul indulge coinplainti» 

And yield to dark despair ? 
The meanest of my Father's saints 

Are safe beneath His care : 
Dear Lord, increase my faith in Thee, 
Till I Thy fuU salvation 8.»d. 

M V\1 



JX7KE 22. 

Ood U faithful, 1 Cor. x. 18. 

Tms is the believer's sheet anchor ; withoa^^-^^ 
this his comforts would droop, and hope wouliE^^ 
give up the ghost. We are at times shaken tu-J^^ 
pieces by unbelief, and filled with tormentin^^y 8 
doubts. We feel nothing of the presence, pow— " 
er, or comforts of the Holy Ghost ; faith, hope, 
and love seem to be quite extinguished. Wc 
have no power and scarcely any inclination 
pray; and we only feel hardness, fretfuhiess^^ 
and misery. We are tempted by Satan, anc 
harassed with tormenting thoughts, so that w( 
feel tired of this miserable life. But God 
faithful ; He never fails us ; but appears 
and again, restoring us to peace, joy, and satis- 
faction ; and our most miserable times are often 
succeeded by peculiar joys. The scriptures are 
opened up to our understandings, the promises 
are applied to our souls, and we are filled with 
the comforts of the Holy Ghost. Then our souls 
melt before God in contrition, and holy peni- 
tence ; we feel crumbled into dust before Him ; 
and can only admire and adore the riches of 
free and sovereign grace. Beloved, in the dark* 
est night, remember, " God is faithful," - 




\ 



He will not His great self deny ; 
A God all truth can never lie : 
True to His word, God gave His Son 
To die for crimes which men had done 
Blest pledge 1 He never will revoke 
A sinffle promise He has spoke. 
"8 _y 



JUNE 23. 
What do these ffebrewa here f 1 Sam. zzix 8. 

wd's host wanted to mingle with the Philis- 
5s' army ; this was decidedly wrong : and it 
.8 wrong, when God's people unite with the 
•Id contrary to His word. We niay ask, 
(Tiat do these Christians here?" What do 

Y joining with the world ? Their Master has 
. them to "come out and be separate." 
at do they seeking a settlement below? He 

said, "Arise ye, and depart, this is not 
r rest." What do they out of the path of 
y, or by their presence sanctioning sin? 

has said, "Be ye holy, for I am holy." 
at do they on Satan's ground? In the 
my's ranks ? Do they intend to leave Jesus, 

join the world? Are they tired of His 
ipany, set against His word, and deter- 
led to throw off His yoke ? Do they intend 
share in what they have proclaimed as the 
ler's doom ; the frown of Jesus, the wrath of 
I, and the slavery of Satan ? What do 

Y HERE ? Their conduct is unnatural— 
fading — traitorous. Beloved, you should 
p the company of Jesus, walk with spiritual 
jons, and keep yourselves unspotted from the 
Id. ^ 

Ye tempting sweets forbear. 

Ye dearest idols fell; 

My love ye must not share, 

Jesus shall have it all : 
Aid me, dear Saviour ; set me free, 
^nd I will all resign for Thee. / 



JUNE 24. 
Te ar4 a eho9en generation. 1 Pel iL 9 

Religion does not originate in chance, but i 



the purpose of God ; it flows not firom On 
nature of man, but from the unalterable decreei^ 
of the Most High. Every believer is a chosen -^ 
vessel. The church had its origin in Jehovah's - 
eternal election. Election floors from love; it 
is the exercise of sovereignty ; it secures man's 
salvation and God's glory. It injures none, but 
it pours incalculable blessings upon thousands. 
It was the act of God before time. He chose 
us in Christ as our head ; it was of pure grace ; 
it was to holiness. We were chosen to be re- 
deemed from death; purified from sin; sepa- 
rated from the world; devoted to God; and 
raised to a state of oneness with Jehovah. 
Being chosen of God, we choose God in return ; 
He chose us to be His people, we choose Him 
to be our God. He chose us to be the beloved 
Bride of Jesus, and we choose Jesus to be our 
beloved Bridegroom. His election is the causei, 
our choice is the effect. His choice prevented 
ours ; or else we had chosen death, in the error 
of our ways. Beloved, if we are the elect of God 
we are holy ; we are in union with Jesus. .. 



All the elected train 

Were chosen in their Head, 

To all eternal good, 

Before the worlds were made ; 
Chosen to know the Prince of peace» 
And taste the riches of His grace. 
J80 



JUNE 25. 
What manner of persons ought ye to he? 2 Pet iii. 11. 

^^^ people of Grod are expected to be different 
om the world; they profess to have another 
^^pirit in them ; and to be the sons of Grod. 
^-C*liey believe the present frame of things is to 
t>^ dissolved ; they look for a new heaven and 
^. new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness; 
"tliey are strangers and pilgrims here. What 
Xnanner of persons then ought we to be ? Surely 
^ve ought to set light by the things of time, and 
ciim at the things which are eternal. We ought 
to be watchful — prayerful — diligent — ^holy — pa- 
tient — thankful — and expectant. We ought 
to be contented with such things as we have; 
to give all diligence to prove our title, make 
sure our election, and rejoice in our destination. 
Ve ought to walk as Jesus walked. To live 
as Paul lived, dying daily. Let us ask this 
nioming. Do we habitually believe that present 
things will soon be dissolved? If so, are we 
acting according to the same ? Are we laying 
up for ourselves treasures in heaven ? Are we 
doing good, that we may be rich in good works 
and an honor to religion ? 



Then let us wait the sound, 

That shall our souls release ; 

And labor to be found 

Of Him in spotless peace. 
In perfect holiness renew'd, 
Adorned with Christ, and meet for God. 



JUNE 26. 

Jf^ jract, U tuJlcierUfor thee, 2 Cor. m f. 

You need look to no other quarter for help, w* 
lief, or comfort. Jesus assures you that His 
grace is sufficient. You are welcome to it. Yo^ 
are exhorted to have it. To be strong in tho 
grace which is in Christ Jesus. It is sufficient 
to support you under every privation, to help 
you over every difficulty, to strengthen you for 
every duty, to mortify every lust, and fill yoo 
with all joy and peace in believing. His girace 
is almighty — it is free — it is durable^ — ^it brings 
salvation. Look not at difficulties — dangers— of 
thy own weakness ; but look to the free, power 
ful, promised grace of Jesus. Gro to His throne 
of grace this morning, on purpose to receive 
grace for this day ; go every day ; and when- 
ever you feel weak, timid, or cast down. His 
grace was found sufficient for Paul, for the 
martyrs and saints, in the deepest trials, and it 
shall be found sufficient for thee. He says, "I 
am the Lord thy God ; open thy mouth wide 
and I will fill it. Come boldly to the throne of 
grace, that ye may obtain mercy and find grace 
to help you in time of need. Every one that 
asketh receiveth." Jesus, make good Thy 
word in me ! 

Thy strength in weakness is display'd ; 
Mv soul this truth can relish now : 
A worm upon Thy power is stay'd ; 
The weaker he, the stronger Thou : 
My hope, my joy, is this alone — 
My strength b Christ, the miqhtt onk. 
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JUNE 21. 

Remember LaCs wife, Luke xvii. 82. 

received the angels, and hospitably enter* 
i them; she believed their message, and 
red to act upon it ; she obeyed their com- 
I, and left Sodom and her children behind 
She forsook the ungodly, and went in com- 
with the saints ; yet her heart was left 
5 city, and she looked back. She was de- 
i of life for too highly prizing its com- 
She was cut off by a visible display of 
I judgment. The situation in which she 
^as instructive ; it was not in Sodom, but 
e plain; she escaped one judgment, but 
overtaken by another. She was left as a 
icample of God's jealousy, and displeasure 
st sin. Here is a warning to the covetous, 
J hearts are set on things below: to the 
illed, who trifle with God's commands; 
e undecided, who stand between Sodom 
Soar. God will be honored by our obe- 
3, or by our sufferings. It is dangerous 
le with the smallest of God's commands, 
lay overcome one temptation, and yet faW 
other. Let us examine — are our hearts 
led from the world ? Be not high-mindeA, 
sar. 

Waiting for our I ord's returning, 

Be it ours His word to keep ; 
Xret our lamps be always burning ; 

Let us watch while others sleep : 
WeVe no longer of the night ; 
"We are cbildreD of the light. 



JUNE 28. 

Tike Lord mil he the kojpe of Hie people. Joel iiL IC 

We know not what a day may bring forth ; 
are U^rn to trouble; many unexpected triaU 
may befall us : but our God will be our hope. 
He" is the Refuge, to which we may always 
repair, and find safety: the Fulness, from 
which we shall receive a plentiful supply. Hi* 
oath. His promises. His covenant charaotery 
and the blood of Jesus, lay a firm foundatkm 
for our ho}>e ; and His gospel warrants us to 
hope in Him at all times, for all things 
Therefore let what will come, we can haTO 
no reason to be disconsolate; we can have 
no cause to fear ; our Grod is our hope. May 
the God of hope fill us with all joy and peao9 
in believing, that we may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Ghost. Let us gird ujp 
the loins of our minds, be sober, and hope to 
the end for 4he grace that is to be brought 
unto us at the appearing of the Lord Jesus* 
Let us look for that blessed hope, even th© 
glorious appearing of the great God, even out 
iSaviour Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for usy 
that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealoiM 
of good works. 



In Hiin I ho]>e, in Him I trust, 
His bleeding cross is all my boast : 
Through troops of foes Hell lead me on 
To victory, and the victor's crown. 
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JUNE 29. 

My SoHf giv$ vu thine htart, Prov. zxiil 26. 

DYED, the Most High presents Himself as 
liter this morning ; He asks for thy heart. 
His workmanship, He wants it to be His 
tation; He made it by His power, He 
ts to rule it by His grace. He will not be 
fied with anything else ; if He have the 
t, He has all ; if He has not the heart, He 
nothing. Let us surrender our hearts to 
. this morning, and every morning ; let us 
Him to sanctify them by His grace, to fill 
1 with His Spirit, to engrave on them His 
je, to keep them by His power, and to fill 
1 with the fruits of holiness. If the heart 
iven to Grod, the life will be according to 
word ; if He rule in us, we shall walk as 
s walked ; and if our walk is not holy, our 
;ion is but a form. " He that saith, I know 
, and keepeth not His commandments, is 
r, and the truth is not in him." Oh, how 
il, to think and profess that we are the 
I's, and yet to have the heart under the in- 
ice of sin, Satan, and the world! Jesus 
, " My son, give me thine heart." Let our 
^ be, " Lord, take my heart, reign and rule 
forever." * 



Jesus 1 wounded Lamb of God, 
Come, wash me in thy cleansing blood ; 
Take my poor heart, and let it be 
Forever closed to all but Thee : 
Unloose my stammering tongue, to tell 
Tbj lore immease, rnsearclAbW. 



^ — 



JUNE 80. 

lam 7%ine, save me. Bs. cxoL 94. 

We profess to be the Lord's. We are nol 
own. We belong not to the world. W^ 
no longer the servants of sin. We are s 
and entirely the Lord's ; having willingly ^ 
up ourselves into His hands, to be saved by 
grace, devoted t/O His service, and employe 
His glory. We are His children by grace 
adoption ; His servants by voluntary en§ 
ment; His soldiers by public profession; 
His spouse by affection and union. Being 
Lord's, we may expect His interference oi 
behalf; and we should call on Him and ] 
with Him in all straits and difficulties. He 
save. He will deliver us. Let us therefon 
our case before Him ; and then ardently 63 
Him to glorify His grace in us. Let us 
worthy of God as beloved children: and 
under the impression that He will make 
grace abound toward us, so that we, havinj 
sufficiency in all things, may abound in e 
good work. His mercy is great unto the I 
ens, and His faithfulness unto the clouds ; 
He never said to the seed of Jacob, " See 
ME," in vain. But He saith, " Seek ye me, 

YE SHALL LIVE." - 

Jesus, my Saviour, and m^ God, 
Thou hast redeemed me with Thy blood ; 
By ties both natural and divine, 
1 am, and ever will be Thine : 
Save me from sin, and Satan's power, 
Guide me and guvd me every hour. 
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JULY 1. 

The Lord thy Ood is a merciful God. Deut iv 81. 

^1? is no uncommon thing to mistake the true 
character of our God, and conceive of Him so 
^ to dishonor His name, and distress our own 
Souls. It is plainly and plentifully asserted in 
the divine word, that our God is merciful, and 
the same is satisfactorily proved in nature, prov- 
idence, and redemption. It is to be firmly be- 
lieved and constantly remembered, especially 
when burdened with guilt, or at the throne con- 
fessing sin ; when enduring trials, or pleading 
with God for blessings; wiien performing du- 
ties, or suffering privations; when witnessing 
misery, or comforting mourners. "Our God is 
A MERCIFUL GoD." But mcrcy and holiness are 
united in His nature — ^word — and ways. He 
is not implacable or difficult to please, but He 
should be daily loved and constantly trusted. 
His mercy is the sun that enlightens, the ocean 
that supplies, and the army that guards us. 
But for His mercy we should soon sink into 
despair, or run into desperation ; but now we 
may trust and not be afraid, walk with Him ia 
peace, and rejoice in Him day by day. 



Merciful God, Thyself proclaim 

Jn m^ polluted breast ; 
Mercy is Thy distinguished name, 

Which suits a sinner best 
Thy mighty mercy now make known 
Id me, and claim me for Thy son 





JULY 2. 

He thai toucheth you, toueheth i\€ apple of Hie §jfi, 

Zech. ii 8. 

How infinitely tender is Jehovah of His p^^^e 
pie ! They had lately been visited with 
judgments ; reduced to great straits ; appear 
to be neglected of God; were generally d 
spised ; had only just escaped from the enemy 
land ; and returned with weeping and suppli 
tion, like brands plucked from the burning, 
their own country. And now the Lord says, 
that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye.*^ 
How wonderful the ways of Grod ! As the 
physician, He will touch to cure ; but He will no^ 
allow others to touch to hurt. Like the tende; 
mother, He can correct His children Himself; 
but will not allow others to do so. How olos^^ 
the union ! How peculiar the affection ! How 
tender the sympathy ! How kind the care ! 
How constant the attention! How merciful 
the provision I How safe and how happy they 
are ! Beloved, take encouragement under all 
your persecutions and trials ; be comforted in 
all your afflictions; you are as near and as dear 
to Jehovah as the apple of His eye ; and you 
are hid under the shadow of His wings. > 



Ko condemnation now I dread ; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine ; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, thro' Christ, my own. 
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JULY 3. 

Their heart is divided. Hosea z. 2. 

This is a very serious charge ; for God demands 
the whole heart, and His people profess to sur- 
render it. But have we not reason to fear that 
many are guilty on this point? They appear 
so undecided, that we must think that the heart 
is divided between God and the world ; between 
sin and holiness; between truth and error; or 
between Christ and self. What are the symp- 
toms of a divided heart ? Habitual cleaving to 
earth. Being satisfied with a form of godliness. 
Backwardness to examine ourselves. A dislike 
to plain, close, soul-searching, rousing preach- 
ing. Putting away eternal things to a distance. 
Beloved, how is it with you ? God rejects half 
the heart. He will have all or none. Do you 
fear on this point. There is a remedy. Thor- 
oughly examine your heart. Condemn what- 
ever you detect amiss in it. Take it to Jesus, 
and beseech Him to heal it. Expose it to the 
keen edge of God's word. Endeavor to keep 
up a constant sense of the presence of GocL 
Converse much with eternal realities.* As the 
heart is, so will the life be ; so will the comfort 
and peace be. Lord, unite my heart to fea r 
Thy name! , 

Let me, according to Thy word, 

A tender, contrite heart receive, 

Which grieves at having grieved its Lord» 

And never can itself forgive : 

A heart Thy joys and griefs to feel, 

A heart where Ohriat alone may dwell 

. 189 



JULY 4. 

ff6 $kaU tettify of Me. Johnxv. 2«. 

It is the office and work of the Holy Spirit to 
bear testimony of Jesus ; He hath done so 'v^ 
the word ; there Christ is set forth in His glory 
and grace. He testifies of Jesus by the preach- 
ing of the gospel ; for we preach Christ crucified, 
and are determined (when under Divine teach- 
ing) to know nothing else among men. He 
testifies of Jesus to the heart ; and then we see 
His loveliness, behold His glory, pant for an 
interest in His salvation, sigh for union to His 
person ; or, trust in His promises, accept His 
invitations, rejoice in His name, and melt in 
love and gratitude before Him. We have then 
no doubt about His divinity, suitability, or 
love ; all we want is to enjoy, possess, and glorify 
Him. Every idol falls before Him, every grace 
springs up and is in exercise upon Him ; we 
love Him ; believe Him ; hope in Him : mourn 
for Him; are humbled before Him; and are 
zealous for Him : our language is, " None but 
Jesus, none but Christ for me." Oh, for 
the Spirit, to testify of Jesus to our hearts and 
consciences, this day and every day, especially 
our last day; and to bear witness with our 
hearts that we are sons of God. 

Saviour, I Thy word believe, 

My unbelief remove ; 
Thy testifyiug Spirit give, 

The unction from above : 
Show me, O Lord, how good Thou art, 
And fix Thy witness in my heart. 
190 '' 



JULY 6. 

I know their sorrows. Exod. iil 7. 

: Lord is acquainted with all the sorrows of 

people ; they do not suffer unnoticed ; He 

ipathizes with them, and will sanctify sor- 

to them. Israel suffered, but Jesus sym- 

lized. " In all their affliction He was af- 

ed ; and the angel of His presence saved 

a; in His love and in His pity He redeemed 

a ; and He bare them, and carried them all 

days of old." Beloved, He knows our sor- 

5, and He will be our Comforter. Let us* 

them before Him ; let us plead with Him ; 

will be very gracious unto us at the voice of 

cry ; when He heareth He will answer. He 

ouched with the feeling of our infirmities. 

once suffered ; He was " The Man of sor- 

s ;" and He is able to succor us who now 

3r. His sorrows are ended, and so will ours 

con ; weeping may endure for a night, but 

Cometh in the morning. Light is sown for 

righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. 

shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 

sighing shall flee away. We shall enter 

His joy, be fiUed with His love, and so be 

ver with Him. Jesus! suffer me not to 

ill on my sorrows, but by Thy Spirit direct 

heart into Thy love ! 

Away with our sorrow and fear, 
We soon shall recover our home * 
The city of saints shall appear, 
The day of eternity come. 



JULY 6. 

God u with tM. iBaiah yiil 10. 

The Lord's people are never alone, therefore 
they should not feel lonely. Grpd is with them 
as an Observer; He notices every thought, 
word, and action; every trial, every foe, and 
every danger. He is with them as a FathbRj 
loving and holding communion with them. He 
is with them as the Lord of Hosts, having all 
the armies of earth and heaven under His direo- 
tion to befriend them. He is with them as 
a Guide, to lead them; as a Counsellor, to 
plead their cause ; as a Friend, to supply and 
comfort them; as a Saviour, to deliver and 
exalt them ; and as a holy, sin-hating God. He 
is present with them to try them — ^to reprove 
them — to humble them — to preserve them — ^to 
comfort them — and to save them with an ever- 
lasting salvation. Beloved, let us remember 
that God is with us, everywhere and always ; 
this will check levity; prevent impatience; 
make us honest; encourage prayer fulness; in- 
spire with fortitude ; and produce diligence. If 
God is with us thus. He is for us ; and if God 
be for us, who can be against us? But do we 
so walk, as by our conduct to say, " God is 
WITH us ?" > 

Be it my only wisdom here, 

To serve the Lord with filial fear, 

With loving gratitude ; 
Superior sense may I display, 
By shunning every evil way, 
And walking in the gooa 
19? V 



JULY 1. 

Twill not remember thy siru. Isa. xliil 25. 

We need feftr nothing. biit sin; and we hav& 
no feason to fear whether God will pardon that, 
and save us from it, if we believe in Jesus, 
confess and forsake it. He has promised, " I 
will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 
their sins and their iniquities will I remember 
wo MORE." He will riot impute sin unto us ; 
but He will impute righteousness, even the 
righteousness of Jesus without works. He has 
made up His mind thus to glorify the riches of 
His grace, thus to display the wonders of His 
love. No one sin shall be charged upon us. He 
will blot them all completely out of His book, 
and banish them eternally from His mind. He 
will treat us as though we had not sinned, or 
rather as having received full satisfaction for 
all we have done amiss, and being infinitely 
delighted with our persons. If one sin were 
remembered, and laid to our charge, we were 
undone; but believing in Jesus, we are justified 
from ALL SIN, we are saved from wrath, and are 
made "the righteousness of Gtod in Hik:." 
This is godlike, glorious, divine ! , 



Crimes of such horror to forgive, 
Such guilty daring worms to spare ; 
This is Thy grand prerogative, 
And none shall in the honor shara 
"Who is a pardoning God like Thee I 
Or who has grace so rich and free I / 

N IW 



JULY 8. 

Foflow after eharilj, 1 Oor. zir. 1 

Charity is love: and what can be «o worthy 
of the Christian's thought, care, and anxioofl 
desire, as i^ove ? Love to Grod, the centre and 
source of all excellence ; to Jesus, the Mediator 
of the new covenant, the personification of every- 
thing that is lovely ; tx) believers, for His sake 
and because they are His children and repre- 
sentatives; and to sinners, because He com- 
mands us. The law requires it, and the gospel, 
when applied by the power of the Holy Q^host, 
produces it. It is not in our hearts by natare ; 
we are enmity. It is not to be produced by 
human effort. It flows from grace. It is pro- 
duced by the Holy Ghost. It is connected with 
evangelical sentiment. Its exercise is our hap- 
piness and our holiness. There is no real re- 
ligion without love ; and only so much true god- 
liness as there is love. Let us follow after 
CHARITY. Let us cultivate love to the Lord's 
people, for the Lord's sake ; not merely those who 
see as we see, attend the place of worship we 
attend, and are our personal friends ; this is love 
of party ; but let us love all who love JesaS| 
though in some things they differ from us. 

i 

Tis love that makes our cheerful feet 

In swift obedience move ; 
'Tis love shall tune our joyful songs, 

In the sweet realms above : • 

Jesus, to me this love be given ; 
Fill me with love, for love is heaven. 
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JULY 9. 

IwUl do all my pleasure, Isaiah xl?i 1& 

The purpose of God cannot be frustrated. His 
holy mind can never be disappointed. His will 
is law. His counsel must stand. He is in one 
Blind, and none can turn Him. He takes pleas- 
tire in them that fear Him, and in them that 
hope in His mercy. He chose them to salva- 
tion in Jesus, according to the good pleasure of 
His will. He works in us to will, and to do, of 
His good pleasure. He will fulfil in us all the 
good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of 
faiih with power. He is pleased to save His 
people with an everlasting salvation. He is 
PLEASED with our obedience to His precepts. 
It is our Father's good pleasure that gives us 
the kingdom. He accomplishes the purposes 
of His will by angels — ^they are His ministers, 
^hich do His pleasure ; by men, good and bad ; 
^y devils ; by Jesus Christ ; the pleasure of the 
Lord prospers in His hand. For His pleasure 
ftll things are and were created ; and He work- 
eth all things after, the counsel of His own will. 
Let us seek to be like-minded with our God ; let 
Us acquiesce in all that pleases Him, and let 
U8 taike pleasure in glorifying Him. 



Qod moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea. 
And rides upon the storm : 

His power and wisdom will fulfil 

The utmost counsel of Hia wiU. 



JULY 10. 

He that waiteth on hi* nuuter thaU be Aof wndL 
ProY. xzYvl 18. 

And who is our master but Jesus? One i 
your master, even Christ. We have chosen to 
serve Him, because He chose to save us. He 
has given us the knowledge of salvation by the 
remission of our sins, that we may serve Him 
without fear, in righteousness and holiness all 
the days of our life. Our happiness is found in 
obeying our Master's word, and studying our 
Master's will. Let us wait on Him for the word 
of command, nor dare to proceed without it. 
Let us wait on Him for ability, to do and suf- 
fer all His righteous will. Let us wait His 
time for every promised blessing, and continue 
looking in faith until we receive it. Let us 
expect to live at His table, and wait on Him for 
a supply of all our needs, both spiritual and 
temporal. Let us wait on Him in private, anA 
in public always form a part of His retinue. He 
will honor us, for He has said, " If any man 
serve me, let Him follow me ; and where I am, 
there shall also my servant be; if any man 
serve me, him will my Father honor." "We 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
us free ; and all such are free indeed. « 

That wisdom, Lord, on me bestow, 

From every evil to depart ; 

To atop the mouth of every foe, 

While upright both in life aad heart, 
The proofs of godly fear I give. 
And show them how true Christians live. 
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JULY 11. 

TkeZord will gfve strength unto His people,* 
Psalm xzix. 11. 

*^KVER hot the war, or sore the trial, we may 
sure of this, that " as our day, so shall out 
ength be." God has promised, and He will 
e. He gives because they are His people, 
the father to his children ; because He has 
enanted to do so, and He is faithful ; lest 
T foes should triumph over them, whereas 
has said, " They shall overcome at the last." 
has raised their expectations, and He will 
disappoint them ; He has commanded them 
ray, and He will not refuse. He will give 
Qgth sufficient — enough, but perhaps none 
spare — suitable to their circumstances and 
its. Has the Lord pledged Himself to give 
ngth to His people ; yea, to be Himself 
r strength ? Then let us fight courageous- 
look forward joyfully ; bear every cross 
ently ; pray fervently ; praise daily ; and 
eve confidently. God hath spoken — saints 
(Very age have found Him a truth-telling, 
nise-performing God — Satan is a liar, a 
eiver, a false witness against God — ^let u» 
rofore resist him, and he will flee from us. ., 



Uive ine Thy strength, O Grod of power; 

Then let winds blow, or thunders roar, 

Thy faithful witness will I be : 

'Tis fix*d ; I can do all through Thee : 
Fulfil Thy sovereign counsel, Lord, 
Thy will be done. Thy name adored \ / 

\^1 



JULY 12. 

Happy U the tnan tkatfimrelh mtwcuf, Prov. zxniL U 

m 

Godly fear flows from grace, and is always 
connected with spiritual knowledge. It is liio 
fear of a tender child, who would not on any 
account grieve a kind and loving parent. It is 
a covenant blessing. Our God bestows it on 
all whom he loves ; and they consequently fear 
to offend Him, their Father; dishonor their 
gracious Saviour ; or grieve the Holy Comforter, 
They fear lest they should be led astray from 
God, by their own hearts ; by Satan ; by pro- 
fessors ; by the world ; or any of the dispensa- 
tions of providence. They fear to trust their 
own judgments; they reverence God's wordj 
and dread a lukewarm state. Happy is the man 
who THUS feareth alway; he happily preserves 
a tender conscience; a humble mind; and a 
consistent walk. He proves his interest in all 
new-covenant blessings ; has much to do with 
the blood of atonement; and enjoys a solid 
peace. He is in a happy state, standing high 
in the favor of God, walking in the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost, and keeping himself unspot- 
ted from the world. Oh, for godly fear to rule 
my heart, and preserve my goings ! • 



Fear him, ye saints 1 and ye will then 
Have nothing else to fear ; 

Make ye his service your delight,— 
He*u make your wants his care. 
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.JULY IS. 

Bikold, I have given Htm f of a Leader to the peopU, 

Isaiah Iv. 4. 

HIS was in consideration of our ignorance. 
^e know not the way to our heavenly Father's 
)use, but Jesus is sent to lead the blind by a 
ay which they knew not. On account of the 
ificulties of the way, they are many and 
•eat, but Jesus comes as our Leader, saying, 
I have made, and I will bear; even I will 
irry, and will deliver you." It manifests our 
javenly Father's concern for our safety, com- 
rt, and confidence. He sent His only iSon, be- 
Luse He could trust us in His hands ; He being 
finitely wise, gracious, forbearing, and power- 
l1. He came to lead us from the world to the 
lurch, from the law to the gospel, from sin to 
)liness, from wrath to love. He leads all His 
5ople to the throne of mercy, the house of 
•ayer, the pastures of Jehovah's love, and the 
ansions of endless glory. He leads us against 
itan, and we overcome ; against lust, and we 
»nquer. He leads us in the way He went Him- 
If; in the footsteps of His flock: as we are 
)Ie to bear ; so as to cross and crucify the old 
an, and revive and strengthen the new. , 



Lead me on, Almighty victor, 

Scatter every hostile band ; 
Be my guide and my protector, 

Till on Canaan's shores I stand : 
Shouts of victory 

Then shall fill the promised land. 
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JULY 14. 

My people doth nd eonrider, JatL L 8. 

This is a complaint preferred against ns by oof 
infinitely gracious Grod ; let ns attend to it a 
little this morning. What should we consider ? 
Surely, how great things the Lord hath done 
for us ; He hath delivered our souls from death| 
our eyes from tears, and our feet from falling, 
that we may walk before Grod in the land of the 
living. How God provides for all His creatures, 
even the meanest, and therefore will certainly 
provide for us ; being engaged to do so as our 
Creator, Preserver, covenant God, and gracious 
Father. That He is the supreme and universal 
Governor ; arranging, managing, and directing 
every event ; so that accident can never happen, 
chance can have no place, but all is directed by 
infinite wisdom and omnipresent love. Why do 
we not consider ? Because our hearts are fickle, 
false, and worldly ; our minds are influenced by 
unscriptural notions ; and we endeavor to walk 
by sight instead of faith. What are the con- 
sequences of our not considering ? Our God ia 
dishonored and displeased ; our souls are alarmed 
and misled ; and Satan gains an advantage 
over us. 



JesuR, mighty to renew, 
Work in me to will and do ; 
Stem my nature's rapid tide, 
Slay my vile self-righteous pride 1 
All thy power in me be shoMU, 
Take away the heart of stone 1 



JULY 16. 

yTua Unu lam afraid, IwiU trust m Thee, Ps. IH 8. 

'^ is no unusual thing for the Lord's peopla 
J^ be oast down, and filled with tormenting 
•^ars. They fear their faith is presumption, 
ieir hope delusion, and that they shall one day. 
lisgrace that holy name by which they aro 
Jailed. They fear to rely on a naked promise, 
ind want comfortable feelings to underprop 
heir faith. But they should take up the Psalm- 
st's resolution, " What time I am afraid, I will 
rust in Thee." Jehovah in Jesus is the only 
roper object of trust, and He should be trusted 
t all times. Beloved, it is well when we can 
ay, "I will depend upon the faithful promise 
f my gracious God; I will rely on the free 
race of my adorable Saviour ; I will hope in 
pvenant mercy for evermore; I will fly to my 
'ather's bosom ; and venture all in my Saviour's 
ands." Let us trust in God, in opposition to 
rames and feelings. Let us trust in covenant 
)ve, though providence appears to frown. Our 
lt)d has said, " Trust ye in the Lord forever." 
[ere is our warrant, let us seek grace to say 
dth Job, " Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
tt Him." . 



Oh, let me then at length be taught 
What I am still so slow to leani, 
That God is love, and changes not, 
Nor knows the shadow of a turn : 
To cast on Him my anxious cares, 
And triumph &er my doubts and lean. 



JULY 16. 

Be dUhed with hvmUihf, 1 Pet y 5. 

It is of great importance, to have and to oh&t 
ish right views of our own littleness and insig* 
nificance ; of our own vileness and unworthi* 
ness ; and of our absolute and constant depend* 
ence on the mercy of our God. To possess a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
Grod of great price ; that so we may be humble 
under cross providences, considering our sin and 
ill-deservings, how we have requited the Lord; 
seeing the hand of God working all in all ; aC' 
knowledging Divine providence, let who oi 
what will be the instruments ; to be contentec 
with our lot, with such things as we have, 
uniting godliness with contentment ; to be habit- 
ually looking at the Lord Jesus, what He was 
in His ancient glory — what He became for us— 
what He now is — and what we shall soon be 
with Him. Humility is the best garment foi 
a justified sinner to wear, for God has said He 
will look to and dwell with the humble. He 
giveth grace unto the humble. He that hum- 
bleth himself shall be exalted. He will heai 
the ory, grant the desire, and save the humble 
person. 



Jesus, from my proud heart remove 
The bane of self-admiring love I 
Oh, make me feel and own with shame, 
I less and worse than nothing am 1 
The least of saints with pity see, 
The chief of sinners save, in me 1 
Z02 4 



JULY 11. 

The faithful Witneis, Rav. I 5. 

•His is one of the titles of our adorable 
*^viour. His Father gave Him to be a witness, 
^ testify unto us of His love, and His testi- 
mony is : " God so loved the world, that He 
8^ve His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
^lieveth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life." To testify of His will in 
reference to sinners, and this is His witness: 
"This is the will of Him that sent me, that 
every one that seeth the Son, (perceiveth His 
divinity. His authority, and office,) and be- 
lieveth on Him, may have everlasting life, and 
[ will raise him up at the last day." To testify 
)f His delight in making His people happy ; 
nd this is the record : " Fear not, little flock, 
>r it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
e kingdom." He bare witness that our God 
d Father will do for us, and give unto us, all 
it our circumstances require ; and we know 
t His witness is true Let us therefore 
eve it, simply on the ground of His divinity, 
wledge, integrity, veracity, and the interest 
takes in our happiness and His Father's 
r. Jesus is the faithful Witness, and our 
^us Friend. . 

Great Witness from above, • 

My tongue would bless Thy name : 

By Thee the joyful news 

Of my salvation came ; 
The joyful news of sin forgiven, 
Of hell subdued, and peace with heaveii. 



> 



JULY 18. 

BUued are the pure in heart : for they shall te« €ML 

Matt ▼. 18. 

It is faith that purifies the heart; it brings 
home the atonement, and we enjoy pardon, 
peace, and reconciliation ; it purges the con- 
science from dead works, and delivers us from 
all condemnation. It receives the truth of 
God, and Jesus through the truth ; and we 
receive power to become the sons of God. We 
realize our relationship to God, read the gra- 
cious promises God has made, and anticipate 
the glorious kingdom Ho has prepared ; hope 
rules in the heart, and every one that has thip 
hope in Him purifies himself, even as Christ 
is pure. His conscience is made tender, his 
intentions are honest, and his heart is sound in 
God's statutes. He groans under a body of sin 
and death, proclaims eternal war with the flesh, 
and loathes himself on account of filthiness in 
the spirit. He would give a world to be free 
from sin, for holiness is the element of his soul. 
He is blessed. He shall see God, and enjoy 
Him as his Father, Portion,. and everlasting all. 
He shall be with his God ; and be like Him, in 
purity, happiness, and glory. 



Jesus, the crowning grace impart ; 
Bless roe with purity of heart, 

That now beholding Thee, 
I soon may view Thy open face, 
On all thy glorious beauties gaze, 

And God forever see I 



JULY 19. 

Whom having not seen ye love. 1 Pet i 8. 

have never seen the glorified body of Jesus, 
we have believed what His word declares of 
, and believing we love Him. As the only- 
bten Son of God, who was exalted, dignified, 
glorified from everlasting ; as the voluntary 
)ur of poor lost sinners, who became incar- 

suffered, bled and died for them. We love 
adorable person — His countenance is maj- 
— His heart is love — His hand is omnipo- 
1 — His eye is bountifulness — ^His bowels are 
lassion — and His presence and smile are 
m. We love His precious salvatipn — in its 
ess — completeness — and glory. We love 
delightful promises, which anticipate our 
s — ^meet all our wishes — and fill our souls 

peace. We love His throne, where Ho 
s us — attends to our requests — and blesses 
ideed. We love His holy precepts, which 
rit His authority — display His love — and 
us to holiness. We love His heaven-born 
y, who wear His likeness — are the excellent 
le earth — and resemble the children of a 
Oh to love Him more ! To love Him 
all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength ! 
nanifest our love to Him by holy actions, 
I useful life ! ^ 

A bleeding Saviour, seen by faith ; 

A sense of pardoning love ; 
A hope that triumphs over death, 

Give joya like those above. 



JULY 20. 

Pray that ye enter not into tempMioft, 
Luke xziL 40. 

Temptations are trials ; but by temptatioi 
very generally we understand solioitations 1 
evil. Satan is the arch-tempter ; he uses ever 
possible variety of instruments, to draw i 
into sin and folly ; consequently we are alwaj 
in danger from him. But we are liable to I 
led astray by his temptations often, becaus 
they are sudden — ^powerful — ^importunate— d( 
oeptive — so timed as to fall in with our peculis 
circumstances. Also because our hearts ai 
weak — changeable — prone to evil — open i 
seduction. How many eminent saints haij 
fallen! Let us beware! Falling into tempti 
tion dishonors God, disgraces religion, and dh 
tresses the soul. God is able to preserve an 
deliver us. He has promised. But prayer i 
implied in every promise. Beloved, daily remen 
ber you have a malicious and designing foe ; fa 
is present with you ; he will use saints and sir 
ners as instruments to lead you astray. Pra 
without ceasing. Pray in simplicity — in sir 
oerity — with importunity. God is faithful^ an 
will make a way for your escape. 

Jesus, Redeemer, Saviour, Lord, 

The weary sinner's Friend, 
Come to my help, pronounce the word, 

And bid mv troubles end : 
Wisdom and strength to me impart, 
To quench each flaming fiery dart 
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JULY 21. 

Abide in Me, John xv. L 

By nature we are without Christ and ^are far 
from Him ; by grace we accept His invitation, 
^Bd come to Him feeling our need of Him. 
We are brought to see that nothing but union 
to Jesus can make us safe and happy ; and to 
give up ourselves to Him, praying to be one 
with Him ; He receives us, sheds abroad His 
love in our hearts, and we become members of 
His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. He 
then bids us to abide in Him, which we do by 
living in absolute dependence upon Him ; by 
cleaving to Him in love as our beloved Saviour, 
God, and Friend; by openly professing our at- 
tachment to Him, and expectations from Him ; 
by walking in daily fellowship and communion 
with Him ; and by identifying our cause with 
His. Beloved, we must abide in Jesus if we 
would get sin mortified ; our graces nourished ; 
our lusts subdued ; obtain victory over the 
world ; prove a match for Satan ; and obtain 
all necessary supplies. Abiding in Jesus will 
give us a single eye ; a burning zeal ; holy 
discretion ; and enable us to seize all opportuni- 
ties to glorify His adorable name. * 



rt^' 



Hail, gracious Saviour, all-divioo I 

Mysterious, ever-living vine I 

To Thee united may 1 live, 

And nourished by Thine influence thrivo ; 

Still may my soul abide in Thee, 

From envy, pride, and malice free. 



1^1 



JULY 26. 

Jteeehe not the grace of God in vain 
2 Cor. vi. 1. 



a 




By the " grace of God" in this passage, we 
to understand the everlasting* gospel ; whicl. 
a glorious proclamation of favor rnanifested^^^^^ 
the vile and unworthy. It proclaims that (^^^^^ 
has come down unto us in the person of Chri^^^* 
that He has accepted the labors, sufferings, a^^^ 
death of Jesus, as the ground of our deliveran ^^ 
from death, and as our title to eternal life ; ac^^ 
He now sends His ambassadors to assure t^^ 
that He is our Friend ; that He will not impute 
our trespasses unto us ; that He views us in 
Jesus -as a new creation, all former things ara 
passed away and forgotten ; and He will make 
all who receive His word, and believe in His 
Son, the righteousness of God in Him. Let us 
not then receive this glorious message in vain ; 
we do so if we indulge the thought that God is 
angry with us; if we doubt our acceptance of 
God in Christ ; if we fear that He will be wroth 
with us. He informs ua of His grace, to en- 
courage us to believe, to quicken us in His 
ways, to embolden us at His throne, to produce 
love to His name, and to furnish us with an 
answer to all objections. 

Oh, "what amazing words of grace 

Are in the gospel found ! 
Suited to every sinner*s case, 

Who knows the joyful sound. 
May I this glorious grace receive. 
And to my Saviour's glory live. 
212 



JULY 27. 

I wUl wait upon tlte Lord. Lsaiah viii. lY. 

3 Lord had concealed His face, His favor 
Id not be discovered, but marks of displeasure 
eared ; yet the church determines not to de- 
id or yield to fear, but to wait upon the Lord 
t was hiding Himself from the house of 
el, and to look for Him. It is a great trial 

real believer for His God to hide His face ; 

it is still his privilege to wait daily at His 
js, and to watch at the posts of His doors, 
luaded that He will turn again, and display 

forgiving love. We must not give up hope, 
abandon the Lord's ways, nor restrain prayer 
re Him ; but we must wait in faith, believ- 
His word ; in expectation, trusting His faith- 
ess. Nothing should be allowed to weaken 
faith in God's word ; or drive our souls from 

throne. He waits for the fittest time to be 
5ious, and we should wait His time to be 
for ted, or delivered. Wait on the Lord and 
p HIS WAY. Wait as a servant 'for his mas- 
j return ; as a child for his father's blessing ; 
1 bride for the tokens of her bridegroom's 
. He says, "Behold, I come quickly; bles- 
is he that watcheth." 

Still nigh me, my Saviour, stand. 
And guard in fierce temptation's hour ; 
Hide in the hollow of thy hand, 
Show forth in me thy saving power ; 
Still be thine arm my sure defence, 
Nor ear^h nor hell shall pluck me tlience. 



JULY 28. 
He mil yet deliver um, ^ 2 Cor L 10. 

How many times has our God delivered 
from how many dangers, in how many wa 
and He who hath delivered, doth deliver, 
in Him we trust that He will yet deliver 
He delivered us from spiritual death, by 
operations of His Holy Spirit ; and from etei 
death, by the sacrifice of His Son. We v 
dead, but we are now alive unto God, thro 
Jesus Christ our Lord; and He who delive 
from the greatest evil, spiritual death, will 
refuse to deliver us from any lesser dauj 
Let us trust in Him, rely upon Him, and 
pect Him to deliver ; it is written, " Many 
the afflictions of the righteous, but the L 
delivereth him out of them all. He knovc 
how to deliver the godly out of temptatic 
Let us triumph with Paul, " The Lord st 
with me, and strengthened me ; and I was 
livered out of the mouth of the lion ; and 
Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
will preserve me unto His heavenly kingd( 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Am( 
If He had not intended to carry on the w< 
He would not have begun it ; for He well ki 
what opposition it would meet with ; but 
that began will perfect it in the day of Je 
Christ. 

Yet I must fight, if I would reign ; 

Increase my courage, Lord ! 
m bear the toil, endure the pain^ 

Supported by Thy word. ^ 
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JULY 29. 
I am a stranger in the earth. Ps. cxix. 9. 

^bloved, wo are strangers and pilgrims in th« 
'^^rth, as all our fathers were ; our days are as a 
^^adow, and there is no abiding. We are born 
*tom above and are bound for glory. We are 
distant from home, where our kindred, our treas- 
ure, and our hearts are found. Here we have 
no fixed residence ; nor should we have any 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. We are called to 
submit to many inconveniences. The Bible is 
our light, our food, our joy, and our directory. 
We want a guide, a guard, a companion, a com- 
forter ; but Jesus has engaged to fill each of 
these offices. We should pray for the peace of 
the country where we sojourn ; we should not 
be meddlers with its concerns, but keep ourselves 
detached ; we should be thankful for every ad- 
vantage, but set and keep our affections on 
things above ; we should neither be impatient 
nor reluctant in reference to going home, but 
submit to our Father's will ; we should consider 
ill-treatment as permitted to do us good ; and 
contrast the present wfth our own beloved coun- 
ty and home. 

There is my house and portion fair, 
My treasure and my heart are there, 

And my abiding home ; 
For me my elder brethren stay, 
And angels beckon me away, 

And Jesus bids me come. 

VA A 



JULY sa 

Be that gloriethf let him glory in the Lord, 

1 Cor. i 31. 

It is unlawful to glory in ourselves, our descent, 
our possessions, our connections, or doings ; if 
we glory it must be in the Lord. We must 
glory in Him as gracious and merciful, exercis- 
ing loving-kindness and tender mercies in the 
earth ; in what He is to His people, their God, 
their portion, and their Friend ; in what He has 
for us, has already given to us, and will without 
doubt bestow upon us. In Christ, as crucified 
for our sins, raised for our justification, and* 
ascended to heaven in order to plead our cause, 
and take possession of the kingdom in our names. 
In our relation to Him, interest in Him, and 
oneness with Him ; this is our glory, that we 
are one with Christ, and one with the Father 
through Him. That we are heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ ; that all things are 
for our sakes, that the abundant grace might, 
through the thanksgiving of many, redound to 
the glory of God. Beloved, let us glory in the 
Lord, in His free grace, eternal love, well-ordered 
covenant, precious promises, splendid mansions, 
and glorious name. 

In Christ my full salvation stands, 
In Him alono my glorying be : 
Nothing Hhall pluck me from His haids, 
t>om condemnation I am free : 
Bo holiness my costly dress, 
And my boat robe His righteousness. 

V 



JULY 31. 

The things that ac^company salvation. 
Heb. vi. 5, 

I^ET US inquire, What are they ? Do we possess 
them ? Spiritual life — evidenced by conviotioa 
3f sin ; hatred to sin ; crying to God for deliv- 
erance from sin ; groaning under the weight of 
the body of sin and death. A tender conscience, 
— which trembles at sin, and feels deeply for 
God's glory. A filial fear of God, — lest we 
should dishonor His name, disgrace His cause, 
and grieve His love. An anxiety and deep-root- 
ed concern for holiness, — both in the heart and 
the life. Contrition or brokenness of heart for 
sin, — accompanied with holy mourning before 
God. Fervor in devotion, — earnestly breathing 
out the desires of the heart before God, or griev- 
ing when it is not so. A jealousy of self, — as to 
our sincerity and Uprightness of intention ; lest 
we should be led astray by the corruptions which 
are within. A chaste conversation coupled with 
fear. Diligence in the means of grace. Search- 
ing the scriptures, to ascertain our real state and 
condition ; what is the Lord's will and our duty. 
An increasing discovery of our own weakness, 
imperfection, and misery. 



Ye saints ! your music bring, 
And swell the rapturous sound ; 

Strike every trembling string, 
Till earth and heaven resound : 

The triumphs of the cross we sing, — 

Awake, ye saints ! each joyful string 
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AUGUST 1. 

We trunt in ilu living Ghd. 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

The living God is opposed to a dying world, to 
our dying frames, and to our dying friends ,' 
these must not be trusted, or we shall be 
wretched. Our God may, ought to be trusted, 
for He is the only suitable object of a Christian's 
trust; He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all we can ask or think. He is immuta- 
ble. He never disappointed a sinner's hope, if 
founded on His word ; or refused a believer's 
petition, for deliverance or relief. If we trust in 
the living God, it will preserve us from perpet- 
ual disappointment ; from bitter reflections on 
i^lf and others ; from many dangers ; and from 
the threatened curse. If we trust in the living 
God we are blessed ; we shall be fruitful ; we 
shall be delivered from slavish fears; we shall 
enjoy perfect peace ; we shall be provided for ; 
we shall find a refuge in every storm ; have an 
answer for ail who reproach us ; experience firm- 
ness and stability ; and enjoy solid happiness. 
Let us ascertain. Are we trusting in the living 
God ? Let us seek grace, daily to live in simple, 
child-like dependence upon Him. Blessed is the 
man that trusteth in the Lord. 



In Tliee, O Lord, I put my truat, 
Mighty, and merciful, and just, 

Who hides my life above ; 
Thou canst, Thou wilt my helper be ; 
My confidence is all in Thee, 

My fail I ful God of love, y 

tlS 



AUGUST 2 

My Mfiy deapise thou not the chastening of t?te Lora, 

Heb. xil 5. 

Ahe Lord speaketh unto us as unto children , 
*i^ speaks in reference to our afflictions : they 
^^e chastisements ; they are sent in love ; when 
^e are chastened we are judged of the Lord, 
that we may not be condemned with the world. 
Let us not faint under them, let us not despise 
them. We do so when we think there is no oc- 
casion for them, and that we could do as well, 
or better without them. When we do not seek 
to ascertain the cause why they are sent ; or to 
learn the lessons they are intended to teach. 
When we do not acknowledge the Lord's right 
to chasten ; His love in doing it; and His wis- 
dom in the time, nature, and duration of the 
trial. When we do not seek grace to submit 
cheerfully, or at least silently ; and to glorify 
God in it, and after it. When we do not seek 
to be improved in our knowledge, sanctity, and 
spiritual vigor by it. When with a carnal, 
flesh-pleasing view, we seek to be delivered 
from it. Beloved, let us beware of despising 
divine chastisement in any of these ways ; but 
let us glorify God in the day of visitation. 



Father, if Thou must reprove 
For all that I have done, 

Not in anger, but in love, 
Chastise Thy wayward son 

Correct with kind severity. 
And bring me home to Thee. 



AUGUST 9. 

The Lord thinketh upon tm. Psalm xL 17. 

When wo think of the greatness and glory o: 
Jehovah, man appears so worthless and insignif 
cant, that we are ready to ask, " Will the Loi 
regard us, bless us, and dwell with us ?" Ye 
— He has promised to do so in His word, an 
He has informed us that His thoughts are pe: 
petually taken up with us. He thinketh upa 
us, to supply our need, protect from foes, lei 
us in His ways, and make us meet for H 
kingdom and glory. His thoughts are though 
of peace and not of evil, to give us an expect 
end. He thinketh upon us by day and by nigl 
when at home or abroad ; and He thinks of 
with love as His children ; with pleasure as I 
friends ; with a purpose to bless us, as His < 
pendants. We think He may perhaps hs 
mercy, He may do a little for us ; but as hi 
as the heavens are above the earth, so are I 
thoughts above our thoughts ; and His W£ 
above our ways. His thoughts are worthy ol 
God. What are the promises ? Only I 
thoughts put into our language. And what 
they prove ? Truly that He thought of all c 
wants, wishes, and desires, and made full p 
vision for them. 

Father, I want a thankful heart, 
I want to taste how good Thoa art ; 
To plunge me in Thy mercy's sea, 
And comprehend Thy love tc me ; 
Tlie length, and breadth, and deptli, and height 
Of love divinely infinite. 
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AUGUST 4. 

I%ou shalt know hereafter, John xiii. 7. 

s are often at a loss to aeoount foi many 
igs in our feelings, in our eircumstances, and 
the Lord's dealings with us ; but what we 
►w not now, we shall know hereafter. This is 

Saviour's promise ; let us take the comfort 
t, and expect its fulfilment to our perfect sat- 
.ction by-and-bye. We shall know some 
igs before the coming of our Lord, and we 
11 know all things after. Every difficulty 
I then be cleared up, and all the trying dis- 
sations of divine providence accounted for. 
: us therefore be patient, and wait the Lord's 
e ; the coming of our Lord draweth nigh. 
> us silently submit to our Father's will, for 
shall see that it was wise and kind. Let us 
nowledge the right of God to conceal the 
se of His working, until He has fully acoom- 
hed His designs. Ijet us praise Him for all 
t is past, and trust Him for all that is to 
le. ''Now we see through a glass darkly, 
. we shall soon see Him face to face ; now 
know but in part, then shall we know even 
also we are known." May the Lord direct 

hearts into His love, and into* the patieni^ 
iting for Christ. 

Jesus, we own Th j sovereign hand, 

Thy faithful care we own ; 
Wisdom and love are all Thy ways, 

When most to us unknown : 
To Thee we cheerfully resign, 

For Thou art ours, and we ate*Y\mi^. 

^4 





AUGUST 6. 

He will ever he mindful of Hie covenant 
Psalm cxl 6. 

The Lord's people know their God as a oovi 
nant God, reconciled to theni, at peace witl 
them, and dwelling among them, through th— ^ 
work of Jesus. He has made a covenant 
which they are interested, from which all thei: 
blessings flow, and on which their confidence I2 
founded. Of this covenant, God is ever mind- 
ful He is mindful of the engagements of Jesus 
as our Surety ; of the relationship in which 
was pleased to manifest Himself, as our Father p 
of the state in which He viewed us, as poor 
wretched sinners ; of the provision He made for 
His own glory and our needs ; of the promise 
made to Jesus, including all the promises made 
to us ; of the oath He swore , that He would 
not be wroth with us ; of the blood of his Son, 
as the victim slain to confirm and ratify it ; of 
the end He had in view in making it, even the 
display of all His glorious perfections in our 
eternal salvation. He will ever be mindful of 
His covenant. He cannot forget it. He will not 
act contrary to it, but will confirm it even to 
the end. Beloved, let us also be ever mindful 
of His covenant. 

Firmer than heaven His covenant stands: 
Tho* earth should shake, and skies depart 
We're «afe in our Redeemer's hands, 
Who bears our names upon His heart*. 
For us He lived, and died, and rose, 
And triumphed over all our foes. > 
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AUGUST 6. 

Oome ye near unto me, Isaiah xWiil 16 

reliever's happiness and Jehovah's pleasure 
aited ; we are only happy as we are near 
m, and He is only pleased as we cleave 
Him. He has taken us into a near rela- 
lip as His children, people, and beloved 
; He has represented oar union by the 
striking figures, the branch in the vine, the 
)er with the head, and the building with 
oundation. He has made His name our 
; tower, His Son our fountain of supply, 
lis secret place our home. In living near 
m, we enjoy the sweetest comforts ; possess 
erable peace ; realize the fullest liberty ; 
nd safety and rest. Our assurance, light, 
jss, and strength come from His presence ; 
nisery, wretchedness, and woe, from living 
distance from Him. He invites us this 
ing, as Jacob did his beloved son, "Come 
unto me." He intends to bless us, as that 
irch did his child ; to discover Himself 
us ; to show us His covenant and secret ; 
ake us understand His will and word ; to 
rve us from all evil, fill us with graoe^ and 
rm us to His image. 



When trials Fez my doubting mind, 
Jesus, to Thy dear wounds Fll flee ; 
No shelter can I elsewhere find, 
No peace or comfort but in Thee : 
To Thee my cause I recommend, 
On Thee for future grace depend. . 



AUGUST 1. 

Surely I come quieldy. Rev zziL 20. 

Who is this proposing to come quickly ? Iti it 
an enemy threatening as ? Is it a stranger ? 
No— it is Jesus whom we lo\e, speaking to 
cheer us. It is Immanuel, to whom we are 
betrothed in righteousness, judgment, loving- 
kindness, mercies, and faithfulness. It is oar 
Saviour, who saved us by His death, and pre- 
serves us by His life. He will come shortly, 
the period cannot be far distant. He will come 
gladly, with delight and pleasure to receive us 
to Himself. "Surely," He says, " I come 
quickly ;" and is it not a source of joy to us — 
does it not excite and draw forth holy expecta- 
tion ? He comes to end our persecutions, to si- 
lence our complaints, to conform us to His image, 
to fill us with His love, to clothe us with His 
glory, and to bring us grace. Do we say with 
the church, '' Amen, even so, come. Lord Jesus?' 
Or, are we indifferent about His coming ? He 
says, " Behold, I come quickly ; blessed is he that 
watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he walk 
naked and they see his shame." Let us locik for, 
and hasten to the coming of the day of God. He 
comes for our redemption. His coming coni* 
pletes our salvation. 

Fly, ye seasons, fly still faster : 
Let the glorious day come on. 
When we shall behold our Master 
Seated on His heavenly throne I 

When the Saviour 
Shall descend to claim His own. 
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AUGUST 8. 

Oxoe no man anything, Rom. xiii. 8. 

SH speculations are inconsistent with Chris* 
aity ; and getting in debt is as much a breach 
I divine precept as robbery or murder. Every 
iever should live within his income, and not 
ag a disgrace on religion, by contracting 
)ts which he is unable to pay. If he has 
le so, he should be very humble ; he should 
ifess his sin before God, and pray to be en- 
ed to fulfil his engagements. It is not neoes- 
y that he should make an appearance, as it is 
led ; but it is necessary that he should adorn 

doctrine of God his Saviour, He that is in 
>t, and is not grieved by it, humbled under 
and striving to extricate himself from it, is a 
y suspicious character, whatever profession 

may make. Our God says, and He speaks 
all who profess His name, " Owe no man 
fTHiNG BUT love." A Christian's payments 
uld be prompt and punctual ; his word should 
as firm as a bond, and his promise as sacred 
an oath. Oh, may our God bring back His 
pie to primitive simplicity ! May they all be 
N to promise, quick to perform, and so fulfil 

law of Christ, f ^ 

Let those who bear the christiaQ name i i 

llieir holy vows fulfil ; ^ 

The saints — ^the followers of the Lamb, 
Ave men of honor stilL 

Their Saviour^s precepts they obey. 

And hasten to the ju(%ment day. 
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AUGUST 9. 

UuU He might deliver tufrom tkU pruent evil wc kL 

Gal 1:4. 

The whole world lieth in the wicked one, as the 
devoted child in the arras of Moloch ; or as the 
putrid corpse in the grave, over which is written, 
*' Here lieth." We were once dead in sin, 
and buried in corruption, but Jesus Christ in- 
terfered for us. "** He gave Himself for our sins, 
that He might deliver us from the present evil 
world, according to the will of God and our 
Father." The world is evil, therefore we are 
delivered from it. Jesus died to deliver us from 
its spiritf by which we are influenced in a statiB 
of nature ; from the love of the world, which is 
enmity with God ; from seeking satisfaction in 
the world, which is idolatry; from its fearful 
doom, which is eternal destruction. He in- 
tended to raise us above it, in our desires and 
pursuits ; to lead us through it, and glorify us 
beyond it. Let us inquire this morning. Are 
we of the world, or are we delivered from it? 
Have we another spirit in us ? Are we become 
dead to the world by fellowship with Christ in 
His death ? Is Jesus loved, praised, and obeyed, 
out of gratitude for delivering us ? • 

^ Jesus, I my cross have taken, 

All to leave and follow Thee ; 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 

Thou from hence my all shalt be ; 
Thou hast my Deliverer been, 
I have Thy salvation seea , 
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AUGUST 10. 

Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul. 
Psalm cxvL 4. 

The prayer of faith is generally short, and al- 
ways to the point. It takes the soul and places 
it before God, in its real state and true charac- 
ter. It pleads with Him for what is really 
needed, what must be had. The believer often 
needs deliverance, and faith cries to God for it. 
His language is, ''O Lord, I beseech thee, de- 
liver my soul from doubts and fears, which con- 
tinually besist me ; from a spirit of bondage, 
which would daily entangle me; from Satan who 
worries, harasses, and hinders me ; from the sin 
which so easily besets me ; from men who would 
injure or mislead me ; from my own feelings, 
which daily burden me." Thus the Lord is ac- 
knowledged as the great Deliverer ; our own in- 
ability is practically confessed ; it is evident our 
trials and troubles are sanctified ; the legitimate 
tendency of grace is discovered by the earnest- 
ness, simplicity, importunity, and success of our 
, prayers. Be this our daily cry until deliverance 
be no longer needed ; for our God says, " Call 
upon Me in the day of trouble, I will deliver 



THEE." • 



Oh, for that tenderness of heart ^ 
Which bows before the Lord, 

Acknowledges how just Thou art, 
And trembles at Thy word 1 

Saviour, to me in pity give 

The pledge Thou wilt at last receive. 



m 



AUGUST 11. 

Heirs of the kingdom, James u. 5. 

He raiseth the poor from the dust, and the 1 
gar from the dunghill; such were- we by nat 
but through rich grace we shall inherit 
throne of glory. He has prepared for us, pr 
ised to us, and will bestx)w upon us a kingi 
A kingdom in which his glory will be seen, i 
and enjoyed forever. In which all His ric 
of grace, mercy, and glory will be display 
In which peace, joy, and pleasure will eterni 
reign. A kingdom which cannot be moved, 
will never know a change. But who are 
acknowledged heirs ? The poor of this wo 
who are poor in spirit. The rich in faith, i 
believe in God, in Jesus, who exercise ft 
on the precious promises, and whose faith 
proved to be good by the works they prodi 
Those who love God, from a knowledge 
His love to them, and as the effect of '. 
love being shed abroad in their hearts, by 
Holy Ghost. Am I an heir? Are you, 
friend ? If so, rejoice and be exceeding gl 
imitate those who through faith and patie 
now inherit the promises, and the end ^ 
crown the whole. . 

There shall your eyes with rapture vie'w 
The glorious Friend who died for you ; 
That died to ransom, died to raise 
To crowns of joy, and songs of praise : 
Jesus, to Thee I breathe my prayer I 
Reveal, confirm my interest there. 
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AUGUST !2. 

Thou shalt see greaier things than these, 
John i. 60. 

^^N the eyes of our understanding are open* 
^ by the Eternal Spirit, we begin to see out of 
wkness and obscurity ; but our sight is imper- 
fect, we have seen but little yet, thete is much 
^ore behind to be revealed by-and-bye. We 
^hall see greater depths of sin in our nature, and 
Sweater depths of grace in the person of Christ ; 
^e shall have clearer evidences of interest in 
Jesus, and see more of His love to us. We 
^hall experience the cleansing efficacy of His 
pi^ecious blood to a greater extent ; and see the 
power of His arm displayed more visibly for our 
deliverance. We shall see more of the empti- 
liess, vanity, and deceitfuhiess of the world ; 
and have greater reason to rejoice that we are 
delivered from it. We shall see greater things 
in our Bibles, and feel ourselves under greater 
obligation to the Holy Spirit for His teaching. 
We shall see Christ descending, present things 
abolished, and the glories of eternity unfolding. 
Let us seek greater things, for Jesus has prom- 
ised them ; and daily pray, " What I know no* 
teach Thou me." , 

O Lord, bow little do we know ; 
How little of Thy presence feel ; 
While we continue here below, 
And in these earthlv houses dwell I 
When wilt Thou take us up above, 
To see Thy face without a cloud ? 



AUGUST 13. 

Men shall be blessed in Einu Psalm Izzii. 1*1, 

Everything out of Christ is under the curse 
all blessings are treasured up in Him, and oa 
only be received and enjoyed by union to 
communion with Him. If in Him, He is mad 
of God unto us, wisdom, righteousness, strength 
sanctification, and redemption ; if separate 
Him, His work will profit us nothing, 
important then is union t.o Jesus ! All who are 
in Him are blessed with the favor of God, which 
compasses them as a shield ; with access to God, 
by the Spirit, as to a kind and indulgent Father ; 
with the friendship of God ; He calls them not 
servants but friends, and His friendship is' a 
good fortune ; with justification before God, as 
the great Lawgiver and Judge of all; with 
sanctification by God, to the praise, honor, and 
glory of his grace ; and ultimately they will be 
glorified with God through eternal ages. All 
things are theirs, and for them is laid up a 
crown of righteousness, which fadeth not away ; 
a treasure in heaven which corrupteth not, and 
where thieves cannot steal. Oh, blessed state! 
Oh, happy persons ! But this honor have all the 
saints. . 

Blessings abound "where Jesus reigns : 
The prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 
The weary find eternal rest. 
And all the sons of ^ant are blest : 
In Him the tribes of Adam boast, 
More blessingp ban their father lost j 
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AUGUST 14. 

a 

In the day of adoersity^ consider. Eccles. viL 14. 

Circumstances sometimes regulate duties. 
The Lord's people have to pass through many 
changes ; they are strangers and pilgrims here. 
Sometimes prosperity calls for rejoicing, and 
sometimes adversity calls for consideration. If 
prayer appears to be shut out, our petitions 
seem to be denied, and we cannot enjoy the life 
and power of religion ; it is the day of adversity. 
K providence frowns, and the heart contracts 
and becomes hard, it is a day of adversity ; now 
we should consider, Is there not a cause ? What 
is it ? Has sin been indulged ? or mercy slighted ? 
or duty neglected ? or self deified ? What is 
the INTENTION ? Is it to correct, reprove, and 
restore us ? How should we now act ? Let us 
take shame to ourselves ; justify our God ; confess 
sin ; lament over our folly ; crave pardon ; and 
plead for restoration. It is our comfort to know 
that the Lord calls us to return, declares He is 
ready to forgive, promises a gracious reception, 
and assures us He will heal our backslidings and 
love us freely. Let us, believing, look for His 
blessing. , ^ 

Of my extreme distresses 

The author is the Lord : 
Whate'er His wisdom pleases, 

His name be still adored. 
If still He prove my patience. 

And to the utmost prove, 
Yet all His dispensations 

Are ikithfulness and love. 
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AUGUST 15. 

The expectaiion of the poor shall not pcrUh foreum 

Psalm ix. 18. 

The promises of God raise the expectation o 
His people, and His providence tries it ; wha''^ 
the promise has enga^d to give, providen 
seems loath to bestow. But God is faithfa 
We may expect the Lord to appear for us i 
every trouble, if our faith is fixed on His word-. 
and prayer is daily sent up to His throne, 
may expect to be supported under all our trials, 
and to be supplied with all necessary good, if 
we are making God our portion, and seeking 
glorify Him. We may expect to be pardoned 
justified, and saved ; if we believe with the heart^Kr'' 
confess with the mouth, and walk according 
our profession. God notices our expectations 
Jesus pleads that they may be realized; and 
nothing shall be able to turn away the bountifui 
hand of our God. He will regard the prayer of 
the destitute, and not despise their prayer. 
Our fears may be strong, and our doubts may 
be many ; but our security is in the character, 
word, and work of our God and Saviour. He 
will not fail us, nor forsake us, until He hath 
done all which He hath spoken to us of. . 

Soon the delightful day will come, 
When my dear Lord will bring me home, 

And I shall see His face ; 
Then, with my Saviour, Brother, Friend, 
A blest eternity I'll spend, 

T"^uirpha'\t m His grace. 



AUGUST 16. 

JRet limber the Lord, Nehemiah iy. 14. 

: is the great author of your being, and the 
y proper object of your faith, fear, and wor- 
p. Remember the promises He has made, 
> deliverances He has wrought, the blessings 

has conferred, the invitations He has given, 
1 the relations He now fills. Remember Him 

calamity, to trust Him ; in prosperity, to 
ise Him ; in danger, to call upon Him ; in 
ioulty, to expect His interference, tlemem- 
' to obey his commands; to attend to His 
lortations ; to keep His company ; to seek 
3 blessing ; and to aim at His glory in all you 
Remember Him, for it is your duty ; it is 
IT privilege. Remember Him, in order to 
engthen your faith ; as an antidote to your 
rs ; as a source of encouragement to your 
lis ; and as a preventative to sin. Remember 
I is holy, just, and good; and He will be 
rified in all them that draw nigh unto Him. 
batever or whoever you forget, always " re- 
jffBER THE Lord." He is your life, your 
3ngth, your food, your portion, your God, your 
Remember Him, for he never forgets you; 
ave to Him, for He will never forsake you. ^ 



Oh, may I still from sin depart I 
A wise and understanding heart, 

Jesus, to me be given 1 
And let me through Thy Spirit know, 
To glorify my'Gtod below. 

And find my way to heaven. 



AUGUST 17. 

In quietjirtf and in confidence ah^M bfi f,*^r drengtK 

Isaiah zxz. 1 5. 



\ 
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Quietness is expressive of subnjission to t 
holy will of God, and supposes a waiting upo 
Hinn as directed by Ilis word. It is the belie _ 
er's duty to be silent before God while He i ^-^^ 
working, being assured that his best interests ar^^^^, 
secured by the promises, and that all things wil^^'^^ 
be made plain by-and-bye. He should confid^^ ® 
in the Lord's word ; and rely on the Lord's wis—- ^*" 
dom, love, and ability. Our confidence musiii^ '* 
arise from God's word, a review of His dealing^^^ 
with His people, and the relation in which 
stands to us. We may be confident, for 
who has spoken is true, and hath confirmed hi! 
word in every generation. Quietly confidi 
in God will give us strength ; we then put Hi 
love and faithfulness to the trial ; we honor Hinu»^^ 
by our confidence, and He will honor us by ap — 
pearing for us. Let us endeavor to be still, 
to be SILENT before Him, when He is raised 
up out of His holy habitation. Let us wait for 
Him, for it is good that a man should both hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord 
Beware of complaining or replying against God.. 



When, my Saviour, shall I be 
Totally re-signed to Thee ! 
Poor and vile in my own eyes, 
Only in Thy wisdom wise, 
Only guided by Thy light, 
Only mighty in Thy might ! 
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AUGUST 18. 

Thi Lord is nigh unto all them that call i>pon Sim, 

Psalm czlv. 18. 

Re/il prayer is calling upon God. He is our 
Father ; we are His children. We have nothing ; 
He has all things to bestow, and is willing to 
give them. From a sense of need, we call on 
the Lord for a supply ; from a sense of weak- 
ness, we call on Him for strength ; from a sense 
of guilt, we call on Him for pardon. Being 
diseased, we cry for health ; being troubled, for 
comfort and peace; being in distress, for relief 
and deliverance. We go out of self to Jesus, 
accepting His invitation, to plead His promise, 
and find Him faithful. Our God is always near 
the praying soul, not merely as the omnipresent 
Jehovah, but as our faithful Friend. He is near 
us, lovingly to listen to what we have to lay be- 
fore Him ; mercifully to relieve our miseries, be 
they what they may ; graciously to help in every 
difficulty or danger. Beloved, our God is near 
us. He is attentive to us this morning ; let us 
call upon Him in spirit and in truth. Let us 
lay all our concerns before Him ; He loves to 
listen to the often-told tale ; He has patience 
with us, blessings for us, and will do us good. . 



O Lord, each day renew thy strength, 
And let me see Thy face at length, 

With all Thy people yonder ; 
With them in heaven Thy love declare, 
And sing Thy praise forever there. 

With gratitude and -wonder. 



AUGUST 19. 

My j)retenee shall go with thee, Ezod. rxiaSL 14. 

So the Lord promised Moses, and so He 
promised us. Let us never venture any wb 
if we have reason to think the Lord will 
favor us with His presence there. The Lo 
presence produces holiness, imparts power, i 
with zeal, brings into union, and often fills \ 
comfort, joy and peace. His presence is 
glory, and it will yield us support under los 
crosses, and bereavements. Let us plead 
the Lord's presence to go with us ; let us 
pect it ; let us not be satisfied with anytl 
olse. He went with Moses, and he persevei 
with Joshua, and he conquered ; with Da 
and he reached the throne ; with Paul, and 
was more than a conqueror. Nothing can 1 
substitute for the Lord's presence ; and as : 
so graciously promised, let us not attempi 
find a substitute, but daily cry, " If thy pi 

ENCE GO NOT WITH ME, CARRY ME NOT UP HEN( 

Jesus has said, ''If a man love me, he 
keep my words ; and my Father will 
him, and we will come unto him, and m 
our abode with him." , 

Lord, be ever near us, 

Fix in our hearts Thy home , 
By Thine appearing cheer us, 

And let Thy kingdom come : 
Fulfil our expectation, 

And give our souls to prove 
Thine uttermost salvation, 

Thine everlasting love. 
2B$ 
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AUGUST 20. 

7%« Lcrd jireserveth all them that love Him. - 
PBalm cxlv. 20. 

All who know the Lord love Him, and n<»n€ 
can love Him until taught by His Spirit. If we 
know God in Christ as our covenant God, and 
enjoy our interest in Him, we shall love Him 
supremely, above our tranquillity, natural re- 
lations, earthly possessions, gifts, and reputation. 
We discover in Him, greater glory, more real 
Worth, pre-eminent beauty, and superior excel- 
lence. Those who love Him are preserved by 
Him. He preserves them in trouble, from its 
natural effects; in the world, from its spirit 
and doom ; from enemies, evils, and wrath. 
His Ioving-kindnes3 and truth will continually 
preserve them ; yea, He will preserve them unto 
His kingdom and glory. But He preserves us 
in the use of means ; let us therefore walk be- 
fore Him; confide in Him; wait upon Him; 
and often demand of our hearts. Do we love 
the Lord ? Are we desiring to love Him ? Are 
We preserved from sin, the world, and all evil ? 
If so, we must ascribe it to free and sovereign 
grace ; if not, let us search and try our ways, 
and turn again to the Lord. He bids, He ex- 
horts us to come. . 

Infinite grace 1 almighty charms I 
Stand in amaze, ye rolling skies ! 
Jesus, the God. extends His arms — 
Hangs on the cross of love, and dies. 
Sure I must love ; mv passions move : 
Tbw heart sha' yield to deatk ot \on^. .. 



AUGUST 21. 

Shall not God avenge Hi9 own elect / 
Luke xviii. 7. 

The Lord's people are often oppressed, thej 
are tempted to be revengeful, but our God 
says, " Vengeance is mine, I will repay." 
Under man's wrath, remember you are the ob- 
jects of the Lord's love ; when men oppress you, 
rest assured that God will befriend you. Carry 
your case to Him, spread the whole of the 
matter before Him ; plead with Him, and then 
rest assured that He will appear for you. The 
master will interfere for a servant he values; 
the parent for the child he loves, and the hus- 
band for the bride he has chosen : *^ and shall 
not God avenge His own elect ? I tell you He 
will avenge them speedily." Cry to Him day 
and night, look to no other quarter for relief or 1 
deliverance ; never encourage any unholy feel- 
ings, but pray for grace io imitate your insulted, 
persecuted, and crucified Lord. Consider Him 
who endured such contradiction of sinners against 
Himself, lest ye be weary and faint in youl 
minds. He will tread all your enemies under 
His feet shortly. He is able to avenge you, and 
His word is passed. . 



Shall we distrust our faithful God, 
Or question His almighty power, 
Because He doth not our desires 
AccompIii>h in a little hour ? 
He will avenge His own elect, 
And evermore His saints protect. 



AUGUST 22. 

Tkeif that Meek the Lord shall not noant any good thing, 

Prialin xxziv. 10. 

What a comfortable promise is this to the 
poor, weak, and timid Christian ; he has not 
attained to a state of assurance, but He is seek- 
ng the Lord, and here his God promises him 
iat he shall not want any good thing. He 
eels that he has no good thing in him, finds he 
lan do no good thing of himself, fears that good 
rill never be enjoyed by him ; but his God as- 
ures him, no good thing shall be withheld from 
dm. His God will pardon his sin, justify his 
erson, strengthen his soul, supply his needs, 
omfort his heart, conquer his foes, sanctify his 
rials, and give him victory over death. He shall 
lot want long, if God is able to supply ; he can- 
iot be neglected, if our God is true ; he shall 
eceive all that is good, and when, and as it will 
him most good. Let us therefore seek the 
jord, and rest assured that He will withhold 
rom us no good thing. The silver and the gold 
re His, and He says, " If ye, being evil, know 
ow to give good things unto your children, how 
UCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give good 
bings to them that ask Him." . 



If earthly parents hear 
Their children when they cry, 
If they with love sincere 
Their children's wants supply, 
Much more will God His love display, 
And answer when His children pray. 



AUGUST 23. 

€hd, evpi our awn God, thaU hUsB ut. 
Psalm Izvil 6. 

He has pledged Himself to do so in His word 
and He delights to make good His promise. H 
is our God by covenant ; by a spiritual birth 
through Christ Jesus ; and at our own desire, n 
quest, and consent. He is the great God, wl 
fills heaven and earth ; the all-sufficient Goi 
who has all resources in Himself; the unchan 
ing God, who is eternally the same. He e 
pouseth the quarrel of His people, He dignifi 
and ennobles them, and proves Himself gracia 
and merciful unto them. He blesseth them i 
deed ; and if others curse. He turneth the cui 
into a blessing. We may rest fully assured < 
this pleasing fact, " God, even our own Gc 
WILL BLESS us." He has done so in Christ \ 
fore time, He has promised to do so through tinr 
and when time shall be no more. He will ble 
us in temporals and spirituals, He will bless 
wherever we are. Let us believe the fact, a 
plead for its realization in our experience ; tl 
will embolden us in danger, fortify us agaii 
fear, and keep us in perfect peace. Let us tn 
in Him, and He will bless us ; and so shall ' 
rejoice in Him. , 

Rise, my soul, with ardor rise ! 
Breathe thy wishes to the skies I 
Freely pour out all Thy mind. 
Seek, and thou art sure to find ; 
Ready art thoM \fs x^evve. 
Readier is thy Ood lo ^vi^* 

^40 




AUGUST 24. 

A living sacnfioe. Rom. zil 1. 

When a beast was set apart for sacrifice, it waa 
considered sacred, and was carefully preserved 
from all injury. The Christian is devoted ; he 
is intended for the altar, his body as well as 
his soul, and he is required to present it to God 
holy, acceptable, as a reasonable service. It is 
not to be defiled by fornication, by intoxication, 
by gluttony, by filth, by pride ; he is to look 
njpon it as the Lord's, bought with the blood of 
Jesus, consecrated as the temple of the Holy 
GHiost, set apart to be the habitation of a Holy 
Gk)d. The believer's body should not be united 
by marriage to an unbeliever ; this is sacrilege, 
for the vessel is holy ; it is rebellion, for it is 
plainly and positively forbidden ; it is sinning 
WILFULLY, and provoking the eyes of divine 
holiness. It is offering insult to the God of 
love, and calling upon Him to vindicate His 
injured mercy. Believer, present thy body daily 
to God, washed in pure water ; that is, cleansed 
from defilement by observing His word ; never 
call that common which God has consecrated, 
or 'debase that which He has devoted to Him* 
self. , 

Lord, it is but just and right 
That I should be wholly thine ; 
Only in Thy will delight, 
In Thy blessed service join ; 
Now my sacrifice receive, 
Give me grace to Thee to live. 



AUGUST 25. 

7^ Spirit helpeth our infirmitiea. Bom. yiiL 24. 

We are compassed with infirmities ; we k:i 
but little of ourselves; we know not wl 
would be best for us; we know not what 
coming upon us ; we know not Satan's posit 
or design ; we know but little of God's pre 
sion or intention; we are as weak as we i 
ignorant ; weak to withstand evil ; weak 
perform good ; weak to obtain benefits ; ( 
infirmities, many of them eire constitution 
arising from our tempers and dispositions ; fr( 
bodily ailments ; and from the smallness of c 
capacities. But though thus infirm, Jesus 
touched with a sympathetic feeling for us; a 
the Holy Spirit is given to assist us. He teacl 
us what we want; leads us to the precio 
promises ; furnishes us with the prevailing pie 
excites us to pray, and assists us in pray 
He produces the ardent desire ; bestows t 
wrestling power ; and warms the affeotic 
while pleading ; gives us such a keen sense 
what we need, and such an ardent desire afl 
it, that unutterable groans are begotten, to whi 
God attends. Let us daiJy seek the Spiri 
p :>wer to help. , 

Spirit of interceding grace, 

I know not how or what to pray ; 

Relieve my utter helplessness, 
Thy power into my heart convey ; 

That God, acknowledging my groan. 

May answer, in my prayers. His own, 

242 



AUGUST 26. 
Ifie unsearchable riches of Christ. Eph. iii. 8. Rom. vil t^ 

Iever forget that Jesus is our Brother, and 
hat He has devoted all His riches to us, so 
iiat the riches of Jesus are the Christian's for- 
iune. " Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
3hrist, that, though He was rich, yet for our 
sakes He became poor, that we through His 
poverty might be rich." He employed all He 
possessed for our redemption, sanotification, and 
salvation ; and now, at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. He giveth liberally, and up- 
braideth not. He has riches of grace; riches 
of mercy ; and riches of glory. The residue of 
the Spirit is with Him. He has promised 
largely ; He has proved His readiness to bestow, 
b the most wonderful way ; let us therefore ex- 
pect great things from Him, for He has un- 
searchable RICHES. O believer, look not at thy 
poverty, at thy wants, or thy circumstances ; but 
look at Jesus ; all things are under His feet, all 
blessings are at His disposal, and His heart is 
set upon thee to do thee good ! He will supply 
ril thy needs while on earth, and afterwards 
receive thee to glory. My soul, thy Jesus has 
all thou needest : therefore look to Him, and 
Him alone ! 

Possessing Christ, I all possess, 
Strength, wisdom, sanctifying grace, 

And righteousness complete : 
Bold, in His name, I dare draw nigh, 
Before the Ruler of the sky, 

And all His justice meet. 



iUif' 



AUGUST 27. 

We should bring forth frwi unto God. 

Without union to Christ, there can be no gcn^i 
works ; and until we are dead to the law "^^ 
cannot be married to Christ. We must ^^ 
that there is neither help nor hope for us in a.^y 
law that God has given ; that only grace (5^^ 
save us, before we shall be willing to take Chri^* 
as God has set Him forth in the everlastL:^8 
gospel. Being married to Christ, we renouiB ^® 
our own name and take His ; we live upon 10^^ 
fulness, walk by His word, and aim to plea-^® 
Him in all things. By His grace we perfof ^^ 
good works; and through His merit, and HT^^ 
name, they are accepted as evidences of our lov^^' 
proofs of our sanctification, and fruits of oc^^^ 
oneness with Him. He that is joined to thr ^ 
Lord is one spirit with Him ; and it becomes '^ 
his meat and drink to do the will of Go(^ ' 
Without union to Christ we can do nothing 
acceptable to God ; being married to Him, oi 
poor, imperfect, and (in themselves) worthless 
performances, are acceptable and well-pleasin^^ 

to God. No UNION NO FRUIT, NO FRUIT NO^ 

UNION. Beloved, are we bringing forth fruitr 
unto God ? Do we bring forth much fruit ? 
Herein is our Father glorified, that we bear 
much fruit. . 

Blest Jesus, animate my heart ; 

Let Thy rich grace abound ; 
So, to the honor of Thy name, 

Shall plenteous fruit be found 
Hi 




AUGUST 28. 

Beinff justified freely hy His grace, 
Rom. iil 24. 

IS a solemn question whioh was proposed 
> days of old, " How can man be just with 
" Man is without righteousness ; he is 
sable with many crimes ; he is brought in 
, and condemned by God's holy law ; aad 
? no excuse to make. His mouth is stop- 
We feel this to be our situation by nature, 
he Lord who is our Judge, hath devised a 
►y which He can be just and yet justify us. 
JY GRACE. He justifies, or acquits us from 
arges ; pronounces us righteous ; accepts 
ad introduces us into His favor, friendship, 
3llowship, FREELY ; without anything being 
or suffered by us. He presents us with 
ork of Jesus, by which all our debts are 
our righteousness is wrought out; the law 
Dvernment of God are honored ; and a good 
;o eternal life is made out; we receive 
ork by faith, which He also bestows, and 
re " justified from all things." Not one 
5 remains. There is no condemnation, 
^e are justified freely by grace without fha 
of the law. * ^ 

Slain in the guilty sinner's stead, 
Jesus, Thy righteousness I plead, 

And Thine atoning blood : 
That righteousness my robe shall be ; 
Thy merit shall avail for me, 

And briiig me near to Qod. ^ 



AUGUST 29. 

They all slumbered and slept Matt xzr. 5. 

When we think of the warnings Jesus has gi^^^"» 
the promises He has niade, and the precepts ^^ 
has delivered, we are ready to conclude tl^** 
His people must be always active and alw^-Y* 
happy. But when we look around us, or wk^*^ 
we look at our own course, we are obliged ^ 
lament that this is not the case. Jesus is gc^ '^^ 
to receive a kingdom and to return ; He h^ ^ 
given talents to his servants, and to every wt^^^ 
HIS WORK, and commanded the porter to watC^ / 
But it is said of the wise, as well as the iooXxi^^ 



virgins, '* they all slumbered and slept." A 

we awake to our duties, to our privileges, to oc^^-"^ 



expectations ? Are we looking, longing, and pi 
if^jng for the coming of Jesus? Are we sob^^^ 
ana vigilant, because our adversary the devil, a^^^ 
a roaring lion, is going about seeking whom h ^ 
may devour ? Are we active for God ? Ar^ 
we hasting home ? Do we pass the time of ou- 
sojourning here in fear? Is the talent in the 
NAPKIN, or at the bank? Let us not sleep a 
do others, but let us watch and be sober, 
hold the judge standeth before the door. It 
high time to awake out of sleep. . 

He comes, He comes to call 

The nations to His bar ; 

And take to glory all 

Who meet for glory are : 
Make ready for your full reward ; 
Qo forth with joy to mee* /o^ Lord. 



AUGUST 30. 

He will not always chide. Psalm ciiL 9. 

3 sin, our heavenly Father will correct ug^ 
der to reclaim us ; Hi ^ strokes often faL 
,r, and the effects remain for a long time. 
He will not always chide ; when we repent 
confess, He pardons and restores. His 
• is but for a moment ; but His mercy is 
ststing. He loves when He frowns, and 
\ while He reproves. " The Lord is gra- 
, full of compassion, and plenteous in mer- 
He hath not dealt with us after our sins, 
•ewarded us according to our iniquities, for 
e heaven is high above the earth, so great 
s mercy toward them that fear Him." Let 
ot therefore despise the chastening of the 
, nor FAINT when we are rebuked of Him ; 
irhom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and 
•geth every son whom He receiveth. In a 
wrath He may hide His face from us for 
)ment; but with everlasting kindness will 
lave mercy on us, and prove Himself our 
•emer. His frowns are transient, but His 
is everlasting. His strokes are few and 
, but He daily loadeth us with benefits; 
srowns the year with His bounty. ^ 

God will not always chide : 

And when His strokes are felt, 
His strokes are fewer than our criues. 

And lighter than our guilt 
He chides us with a Father's heart, 
That we from. Him may not de\»axi 



AUGUST 31. 

7%e Lord U good unto them that wait far i?« 

Lam. iil 25. 

The Lord is good to all, and His tendei mer* 
cies are over all His works ; but He is especially 
benevolent, kind, and attentive to the praying, 
waiting soul. He has prepared of His goodness 
for the poor, and His goodness is ever great tow- 
ards us. He bids us ask, promises to bestow, 
makes us wait, and then blesses us indeed. 
We have proved Him to be good ; but if we had 
more faith in Him, and were more earnest with 
Him, we should see and enjoy His goodness in 
a much greater degree. He delivered David 
from the horrible pit ; Jeremiah from the dun- 
geon ; Daniel from the lions ; Peter from the 
waves ; and Paul from the forty Jews. " The 
Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble ; 
and He knoweth them that trust in Him." He 
will renew our strength, illumine our path, take 
vengeance on our foes, and introduce us into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God. Let us wait 
for Him in faith, look for Him in hope, and 
plead with Him to work in us all the good 
pleasure of His will, and the work of faith with 
power. Wait for the Lord, and j)rove Him gooi 

Jesus, preserve my soul from sin, 
Nor let me faint for want of Thee ; 
I'll wait till Thou appear within. 
And plant Thy heavenly love in me : 
In every soul that waits for Thee, 
Thou wilt Thy goodueftft,ljoxd»^>s^^, 

S48 



SEPTEMBER 1. 

The Deliverer. Rom. xi. 26. 

Lord Jesas Christ is anointed and ap« 
ed to deliver His people whenever they need 
lid ; for this purpose all the treasures of 
)m and knowledge are stored in Him, au- 
,y over all flesh is given to Him, and every 
►ute of Deity can be exerted by him. We 
lot left to the mercy of men, we are not 
ited to deliver ourselves, but we are to look 
3us, who is glorified in delivering us from 
il, and preserving us to His eternal king- 
and glory. To Him we are to repair in 

trial, from Him we are to expect de- 
uce in every danger; He is in office on 
•se to hear us, appear for us, and bless us. 
slivers in temporals as well as in spirituals, 
internal and external foes. Let us remem- 
lis title of our beloved Lord, and make use 
[im as the Deliverer, * in preference to 

other; apply to Him first in every diffi- 
, rely on Him with confidence in every 
and He will deliver you until deliverance 

longer required. " He will deliver thee 
s troubles, and in seven shall no evil 

the^" 

Why should His people now be sad t 
KoDe have such reason to be glad 

As those redeemed to God; 
Jesus the mighty Saviour lives, 
To them eternal life He gives. 

The purchase of His blood. 



SEPTEMBER 2. 

Be not high-mindedt but fear, Rom. zL 20. 

Believers are sometimes td'mpted to think n 
highly of themselves than they ought to thi 
they forget that they are indebted to the f 
sovereign, and distinguishing grace of God, 
all the difference there is between them and 
vilest of the vile. They should consider t 
are still weak, and liable to be overcome ; 1 
ish, and prone to wander; sinful, and ea 
wrought upon ; that Satan is strong and de 
rained ; subtle and insinuating ; malicious i 
designing ; active and persevering ; that 
world is alluring and ensnaring ; treachei 
and vain ; attracting and deceitful ; and * 
would preserve them from being too secure, 
high-minded Christian is sure to be unfruit 
and is generally left to fall. Therefore let 1 
that thinketh he standeth take heed. Da 
fell, Peter fell, and thousands beside have fall 
and they exhort us with groans, sighs, and tei 
"Be not high-minded, but fear." *'Work 
your own salvation with fear and tremblir 
Let us cultivate humility of mind, and habit 
dependence upon God ; so shall we» be safe, h( 
and happy. 

j Jesus, if Thou withdraw Thy hand, 

] That moment sees me fall; 

Oh, may I ne'er on self depend, 

But look to Thee for all : 
Lead me in all Thy righteous ways, 
Make plain Thy path before Thy fikce. 
250 



SEPTEMBER 3. 

My God shall supply all our need. 
Phil. iv. 19. 

So Paul assured believers at Philippi, and so He 
Closures us. They had many wants, so have we ; 
l;bey were dependant on God, and so are we. 
The Lord engaged to supply them, and He is 
engaged to supply us. The Lord was faithful 
'to them, and He will be faithful to us. His 
^absolute promises are our invaluable treasure ; 
His unchangeability is our immutable security. 
"While Jehovah lives we cannot be friendless, 
Ave shall never be left to want ; and at last we 
^hall be able to testify, " Not one thing hath 
failed of all that the Lord our God hath prom- 
ised." We can this morning rejoice, and say, 
** The Lord hath blessed me hitherto. Thou 
hast dealt well with Thy servant, O Lord, ac- 
cording to Thy word." Our wants should re- 
mind us of God's promises ; the promises should 
be used to quell our fears, and comfort our 
hearts. We know not what a day will bring 
forth ; but we know that " our God will supply 
all our needs according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus." Let this banish care, and let ua 
lejoico in the Lord as our Provider. 



In Jesus is our store, 

Grace issues from His throne ; 
Whoever says, " I want no mote " 

Confesses he has none : 
But they who come to be supplied, 
Will find Jehovah doth proyide. 



SEPTEMBER 4. 

ne gospel of your ttahcUion. Ephea. LIS. 

Our salvation is our deliverance from si 
curse, and the wrath of God ; this was : 
siblo to man, but God sent His own Son 
nature, to save us freely, fully, and etc 
The gospel is the *^ good news of our i 
TiON." It is sent to inform us that God if 
that grace reigns ; that heaven is opened 
provision is made for our guilt, weaknes 
fears; that God waits to receive us, ble 
and glorify us with Himself forever. I 
before us all Christ has done ; all he poss 
and invites us to come and receive, to u 
be happy. It requires nothing of us to 
us, it presents all it has, and gives it fn 
the poor, the halt, the maimed, and the 
It has all our misery requires, all our 
demand : we cannot wish for more tl 
brings; it is full of grace and full of 
Precious gospel ! Glorious news ! May 
ceive it, believe it, act upon it daily, and 
happy. It is intended to fill us with j( 
peace in believing, to lead us to abou 
hope; and to make us more than conq 
Dver despondency, doubt, and fear. « 

For you the purple current flowed, 
In pardons from His wounded side ; 
Languished for you the eternal God 
For you the Prince of Glory died : 
Believe, and all your sin's forgiven ; 
Only believe, and yours is heaveo 

2b2 



SEPTEMBER 5. 

IwiU in no toise east out. John vL 87. 

trongest believer is subject to fears, and 
t times be strongly tempted to doubt, not 
.11 that God has done for him, but Hia 
ind title to every promise in God's Book ; 
ii times it is well to have recourse to those 
from which we have drawn the choicest 
ition in former times ; and the words of 
which we have chosen for this day's por- 
:and foremost. Here He tells us, with 
ir tenderness and love, that He has made 
J mind, that He will on no account refuse 
live the coming sinner, or allow him to be 
from His throne ; neither the nature nor 
T of his transgressions, his age or cir- 
mces, shall be found sufficient to procure 

rejection. His arms and His heart are 
He stands and calls us to Him, giving us 
isurance, " I will in no wise cast out." 

two thousand years have rolled away 
le spake the words ; millions of sinners of 
dime and character have made application, 
I have found Him faithful. Let us not 
rieve His love, and distress our own souls, 
bts and fears, but trust His word. . 

When, gracious Lord, when shall it be, 
That I shall find my all in Thee ? 
The fulness of Thy promise prove, 
The seal of Thine eternal love ? 
Ah 1 wherefore did I ever doubt 1 
Thou wilt in no wise cast me out 



SEPTEBiBER 6. 

IwUi lave them freeUf, Hosea zIt. 4 

The Lord loves his people naturally, as parente 
love their children; freely, without any caufee 
whatever in them. He looks for nothing ^^ 
them to move Him to love ; nor will He allo^ 
anything in them to prevent His love. He 
loves them as vessels of mercy ; disciples o» 
Jesus; as bearing His image, His name, aDd 
His nature. His love to them is infinite, fruitfiA 
and unchangeable. He will love them, though* 
they deserve hatred, merit wrath, and may b® 
justly sentenced to perdition. Beloved, let ^ 
never look into ourselves to find out the cause 
of God's love ; it is in Him, not in us ; but k* 
us believe Him when He says, " I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love." Let us plead 
with Him, encouraged by the words of Jesus, 
" The Father Himself loveth you." Let us re- 
joice before Him, and praise Him for distinguish- 
ing grace. If He will love, who shall forbid 
Him ? If He will love us, who shall dispute 
with Him ? If He love us, as His word testi- 
fies He does, who shall estimate the honor, the 
advantage, or the happiness, which will eternally 
flow frr m His love ? All glory to free grace. • 

O Jesus, full of truth and grace, 

More full of grace than I of sin ; 
Yet once again I seek Thy face ; 
Open thine arms and take me in : 
And freely my backslidings heal, 
And love the faithless sinner stiU. 

»4 



SEPTEMBER 1. 

Eefoieing in hope, Roql ziL' 12. 

believer cannot always rejoice in possession^ 
3 appears stripped of everything; but ho 
rejoice in hope even then. He is warrant- 
hope for eternal life ; for righteousness by 
; that God may be magnified in his body, 
e or by death ; for the resurrection of the 

and its reunion with the soul; for the 
ring of his beloved Saviour, and complete 
ion through Him. The hope which is laid 
r him in heaven, of which the gospel now 
as him — a weight of glory, a crown of 
jousness, and an eternal inheritance, are in 
^e for him, and in hope of these he may re- 

They are set before him to excite desire, 
ce courage, prevent despondency, and fill 
joy. They are freely given, plainly prom- 
and carefully preserved ; therefore we shall 
be ashamed of our hope. Let us not yield 
r gloomy feelings or to distressing forebod- 

but let us lift up our heads, rejoicing that 
lall so soon be made partakers of our hope. 
IS hope in God, and daily praise Him more 
acre ; making use of hope as the anchor of 
ml, sure and steadfast. « 

Come, Lord, and help me to rejoice, 
lo hope that I shall hear Thy voice, 

Shall one day Bee my God, ; 
Shall cease from all my painful strife, 
Handle and taste *he word of life, 

And feel the sprinkled blood. 



SEPTEMBER 10. 

To comfort aU that mourn, Isaiah IxL 2. 

The Lord's people are all mourners ; grace se^ 
and keeps them mourning over sin committei^ 
depravity discovered— evidences needed — o^^' 
forts forfeited and lost — apparent uselessne^s^ 
the sins of others — the state of the church^ — !? 
for the salvation of relatives and friends, ^^r- 
mourn after Jesus when we do not enjoy ^^^ 
love, and over Him as suffering when we ^ \ 



But He has declared, " Blessed are they t^ 
mouyn, for they shall be comforted." J^'^ut 
Himself is anointed and appointed to be ^^ q{ 



Comforter ; He has given Him the tongue 
the learned, that He may speak a word in seas^^jly 
to them that are weary. He comforts us ^^ 
pardoning our sins — subduing our iniquities — "^^Za 
restoring the joys of His salvation — employit^^^f 
us in His service, and making us successfi 
He comforts us by His word. His servants, 
His Spirit. Admire the wisdom of God in thi 
person appointed; the love of God in the worl 
to which He is appointed; and the faithfulness^ 
of God in the perpetuity of His office. He evei 
lives, and lives to comfort us. Sweet view of 
Jesus, let us dwell upon it. * 

Now in the Lord will I be glad, 

And glory in His love ; 
In Him I'll joy, who will the God 

Of my salvation prove : 
My Saviour will my comfort be, 

And set my soul'from trouble free. 



SEPTEMBER II. 

Wilt thou be m(xde whole f John v. 6. 

great Physician presents Himself to us this 
ing, and He asks, "Wilt thou be made 
.E?" This is a searching question. Are 
^viiling to be sanctified throughout ? Will- 
lat He should use what means He pleases, 
►nform you to Himself? Jesus is able to 
ify us wholly ; the time of mercy is now ; 
7e desirous of being healed? If so, let us 
Durselves into His hands for the purpose; 
IS submit without hesitation to His terms ; 
erforms the cure and receives all the glory, 
us not fancy that our case is hopeless, but 
s look to Jesus, who will heal us, and heal 
LATis. Open thy whole case to Him, consult 
daily, trust Him implicitly, and expect to 
before the Father's throne as a proof of 
kill and kindness. No case can be desperate, 
I Jesus lives to heal ; no sinner can be too 
for He heals without money and without 
O Jesus ! heal us this morning ! Soften 
lard hearts. Regulate our disorderly wills, 
ite our earthly affections. Fill us with 
Bss, fill us with love. We lie at Thy feet, 
ve trust in Thy word. • 

Jesus, to Thee for help I call, 
With pitying eye behold me fall, 

Diseased at Thy throne ; 
Oh, heal my soul, remove my sin, 
Now make the filthy leper clean, 

Bemcye the heart of atone. «., 



SEPTEMBER 12. 

/ lay down my Itfe far the theep, John z. 15. 

Jesus has a flock peculiarly His own ; His Father 
chose them and gave them to Him ; He received 
them and became their Shepherd ; they wander- 
ed and were doomed to die, but He interfered 
and died for them. Oh, what an infinite love 
was the love of Jesus! He left His Father's 
bosom, left the songs of angels, left the throne of 
glory ; and became a man, that He might become 
a Substitute. He offered Himself for them. 
His blood for theirs. His life for theirs. The 
offer was accepted, and He redeemed them to 
God by His blood out of every nation, country, 
people, and tongue. They are doubly His, for 
He bought them when they had sold themselves, 
though before they were given Him by Hb 
Father in love. Herein is love; not that we 
loved Jesus, but that He loved us; and gave 
Himself to be the propitiation for our sins. Are 
we among His sheep ? Are we like them ? Do 
we love them, cleave to them, and walk with 
them ? His sheep are gentle, harmless, peaceful, 
humble, dependant upon Him, and devoted to 
Him. They hear His voice, love His ways, and 
follow Him whithersoever He goeth. . 

When the Shepherd's life was needful 

To redeem the sheep from death, 
Of their safety ever heedful, 

Jesus yielded up His breath ; 
Faithful Shepherd 1 

Love like Thine no other hath. 
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SEPTEMBER 13. 

TaA patience have her perfect work. 
James I 4. 

Patience supposes trials, and troubles it si«^« 
'^iiies to remain under a burden ; it is opposed 
fe fretfulness, murmuring, haste, and despon- 
dency. It produces submission, silence before 
Gfod, and satisfaction with His dealings. The 
"Holy Spirit produces this grace by means of 
Afflictions; tribulation worketh patience. Every 
dhristian is supposed to possess it, and is re- 
quired to exercise it ; yea, to let it have its 
Perfect w^ork. To this end let us study the 
Examples of suffering and patience set before 
las in the Bible ; let us take up and plead God's 
promises ; let us remember that eternal love 
appointed every trial and trouble ; that Jesus 
forewarned us of tribulation ; that He has set 
Us an example which we are required to imitate. 
Impatience dishonors our profession, and grieves 
the Spirit ; patience benefits others, and is of 
great advantage to ourselves. Let us watch 
against temptations to impatience, and in pa- 
tience possess our souls. So shall we fill up 
' our character as Christians ; complete the evi- 
dence of our sincerity ; and prove our principles 
divine. • 

Dear Lord, though bitter is the cup ij 

Thy gracious hand deals out to me, 

I cheerfully would drink it up ; — 

That cannot hurt which comes from Thee. 

The gift of patience, Lord^ impart, 

T calm and soothe my troubled Yi<&&it. 




SEFTEBiBEB 14. 

And Jacob totd^ I have enough : or, Ihaum all ihinfft. 

QeiL zzziiL 10, 11. 

Poor Jacob left his father's bouse with only a 
staff, but he returned with two bands ; so great- 
ly had the Lord prospered him. But it was not 
his earthly possessions, but the kindness of his 
brotlier, and the grace of his God, which led 
him to exclaim, " I have enough : or, I have 
ALL THINGS." Belovcd, such language becomes 
us, as the objects of Jehovah's everlasting love ; 
as interested in the well-ordered covenent ; as 
entitled to all the promises ; as invited to come 
to the throne of grace to receive all we need; 
as directed to cast all our cares upon God ; as 
having a warrant to expect every good thing on 
earth, and glory at the journey's end. Ought 
we not to rejoice and shout, " I have enough." 
Enough to make me happy. Enough to make 
me holy. Enough to fill me with gratitude. 
Enough to fill angels with wonder, and devils 
with envy and vexation. O Jesus ! to what a 
height hast Thou raised us ! With what great, 
lasting, and glorious blessings hast Thou blessed 
us ! Everlasting praises to Thy na'Tie, and 
eternal glory to Thy sovereign grace ! 

^ Jesus ia all I wish or want ! 

For Him I pray, I thirst, I pant : > 

Let others after earth aspire : i 

Christ is the treasure I desire ; 
He is an all-sufficient store ; 
Possessed of Him, I wish no more. 

Si2 



SEPTEMBER 15. 

The md of all things is at hand. 1 Pet it. 7. 

E mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
loved ; only Jehovah's word, love, purposes, 
I perfections remain the same. The world 
seth away, and the fashion of it ; but he 
t doeth the will of God abideth forever, 
e end of all things is at hand $ our labors 
I soon cease ; our commerce terminate ; our 
thly relationships dissolve ; our pleasures and 
•ows in this world be concluded ; the last 
non will soon be preached ; and the last op- 
tunity for us to do good will make its appear- 
e. The coming of the Son of God draweth 
hi ; let us be therefore preparing ourselves 
so great, so solemn an event ; and whenever 
ipted to trifle, to loiter, or to sin, let us re- 
nriber "the Lord is at hand." Let us be 
3r, temperate in reference to the body ; and 
us think soberly of ourselves, of others, of 
rything around us. Let us not be rash or 
ty, careless or indifferent ; but let us speak 
I act soberly, as those that must give an 
ount. He that shall come will come, and 
1 not tarry ; and He bids us be ready to re* 
/e Him with gladness, joy, and rejoicing. . 

When Thou, my righteous Judge 1 shalt come 
To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall I among them stand ) 
Shall such a worthless worm as I, 
Who sometimes am afraid to die, 

Be found at Thy right hand t 



SEPTEMBER 18. 

HeforgettetS not the cry of the humble. 
Psalm ix. 12. 

The humble grateful soul, may have ai 
from the Lord ; so great is His love tc 
and delight in them. He cries to the I 
be kept from every false way ; from falli 
sin ; and that he may be devoted entirelj 
Lord^s glory. He prays for his enemie 
they may be blessed; and for his friend 
they may be rewar'ied. His cry is co: 
sincere ; and hearty. But he is often t 
to think that because he is so unwor 
insignificant, and so vile, God will nc 
him, and especially when answers are d 
But the cry of the humble cannot be foi 
The Lord will not neglect or pass over s 
one's prayer without notice ; He will not ( 
or contemn their petitions ; but He will 
attend to, and answer them. His wisd( 
shine forth in the time when, and the me 
which He answers their prayers ; and I 
get Himself a glorious name by their sar 
tion, salvation, and glorification. O b 
never harbor the thought that thy God v 
get thy petitions ! . 

Friend of siijiers, King of saints, 
Answer my minutest wants ! 
Let my cries Thy tlirone assail, 
Entering now within the veil ; 
Free my soul from guilt and shame,— 
Lord, I ask in Jesus' name. 

2fi 
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SEPTEMBER 19. 

/Sn shall not have dominion over you. 
Rom. yI 14. 

'Wem.t a precious promise. How many of the 
Lord's people have been cheered and encour- 
aged by it. Sin lives in us, works in us, fights 
in us, but it shall not reign. It may annoy, 
h shall not destroy. Its authority is destroyed 
by the Lord. Its power is weakened by grace. 
It is warned to quit its old residence, and it 
>rill soon be ejected. We are not under the 
ooDdemning power of the law, it is not our rule 
rf justification ; but we are under favor; God 
dealeth with us as with children. He pardons, 
pities, and delivers us. He will not allow sin 
to hold us in perpetual bondage, or to condemn 
^ at the last day ; but He will set us at liberty, 
and justify us fully. The flesh will lust against 
tbe Spirit, corruption will rise and fight ; but 
We shall be strengthened, assisted, and coun- 
selled until we finally overcome. Grace shall 
wign through righteousness unto eternal life, 
by Jesus Christ our Lord. The law will be 
bonored in our endless blessedness, and Jesus 
will be glorified in us throughout eternity By 
grace we are saved. 

On such love, my soul, still ponder, 

Love so great, so rich, so free ! 
Say, while lost in holy wonder, 

Why, Lord, such love to me t 
Hallelujah ! 

Grace shall reign eternally. 



SEPTEKBBB 80. 

/ ha»e gone astray like a lott iheep* 
Psalm cxiz. 176. 

This is the humble confession of a man of 
and may not we adopt it as our own this 
ing ? Have not we also gone astray ? Do 
this display our weakness ? How weak tc 
der from so kind a Shepherd, so rich a pc 
so good a fold ! Is it not a mark of inattei 
Jesus hath warned and cautioned us agains 
His word. Is it not a proof of our tng-rati 
Oh, how ungrateful to forsake Him af 
many favors, such rich blessings, such 
of unmerited kindness ! Does it not betn 
folly? — to go from good to bad, from sai 
danger, from plenty to want and wretchc 
Oh, the power of corruption ! The deceit! 
of the human heart ! Lord, seek Thy ser 
for we do not forget Thy commandments, 
smart for our folly ; we grieve over our sii 
desire to return ; restore us to Thy fold, 
enjoyment of Thy favor ; and enable us to c 
ourselves in Thy ways. Jesus, Shepherd 
sheep, bring us back fr^m all our wand( 
and keep us near Thyself ; for why shou 
turn aside from Thy flock and fold ? • 

Thou know'st the way to bring me back, 
My fallen spirit to restore — 

Oh, for Thy truth and mercy's sake, 
Forgive, and bid me sin no more : 

The ruins of my soul repair, 

A.nd make m ; heart a house of prayer. 
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SEPTEMBER 21. 

The LordvHU read^ to save me, 
Isaiah zzzviii. 20. 



^^ '"^ Tms is the testimony of a good man who had 

i^^— been in great danger. His heart was full of 

J-''-^i- fears, and he gave up all for lost ; but now he 

•-^ ^ ift recovered, and stands forth to acknowledge 

r^asra his mistake, and bear witness to this pleasing 

c'ff?j'*. Act, that the Lord is ever ready to save His 

'=^•^■^3 people in every time of trouble. The Lord 

■**':i'y. hath saved us, and He will save us even to the 

te « end. He has power, and He will exert it ; He 

^oi£«5 ligg authority, and He will employ it ; He has 

?J"'^ mnpathy, and He will manifest it. He is a 

^^ - Sftviour at hand and not afar off. He is ready 

^^es and willing to deliver. Has He not proved 

'tie&l Himself so in our past experience, and ought 

^^ixj we not to trust Him for the future? Let us 

^-; j in every danger cry unto God to save us ; wait 
npon Him in humble hope for the blessing; 

^1 banish carnal and uuscriptural fears far away; 

ig^l nfase to listen to Satan, sense, or unbelief; 

rtel persevere in seeking until we obtain and enjoy 

^ I the blessing. The Lord is ready to save us. 

^ I Let us believe, hope, prove, and be happy. He 
will save, He will rest in His love, and joy over 
us with singing. 

Salvation to Gk)d will I publish abroad, 
Jehovah hath saved me through Jesus's blood ; 
The Lamb was once slain, but He liveth again, 
And I with my Jesus forever shall reign : 
Then filled wim His love, in the regions above, 
I shall never, no never from Jesus remove 



SEPTEBfBER 22. 

Be ye imitators of God, a» dear children, 
Eph. Y, 1. 

The Lord proposes Himself to us as oi 
tern, and He gives grace to everv one > 
sires it to imitate Him. He exhorts us 
dear and tenderly beloved children, i 
mildest strains proposeth Himself for oui 
tion. Let us imitate the Lord in the 
dealing justly, ever acting from holy prii 
and by a righteous rule; adhering stri 
truth, for our God is the God of truth : 
ing our compatiy, being only familiar wit 
who are familiar with God ; and doing ; 
all, especially unto them who are of the 
hold of faith ; for He causeth His sun to s 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
just and on the unjust. Let us imitate ] 
the church, cultivating a spirit of love to all 
notwithstanding their infirmities, exercisi 
bearance, and pity; being slow to angi 
ready to forgive ; accepting the will for th 
and being always ready to help in troul 
distress. Let us imitate our G-od, for H 
mands us ; our relation to Him requires i 
our peace is involved in it. . 



This will solve th' important question, 
Whether thou art a real Christian, 

Better than each golden dream ; 
Better far than lip expression, 
Towering notions, great profession; 

This will show your love to Him. 
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SEPTEMBER 23. 

Catt thy burden upon the Lord^ and He Bhall sustain thee, 

Ps. Iv. 22. 

The Lord's people are often heavy laden, their 
burdens are heavy and their grief great; but 
the Lord kindly directs them to cast every bur- 
den upon Him, and promises to sustain them. 
Guilt in the conscience and a sense of sin in the 
soul, often prove an intolerable burden ; but 
the Lord will remove it by the blood of His 
Son, and the whisper of His Spirit. The 
oare of a family sinks the spirit, and fills with 
distress ; but Jesus says, " Cast them all on me." 
Losses, crosses, enemies, temptations, and the 
inward conflict, often burden the soul ; but our 
IJod will sanctify them to us, sustain us through 
ihem, and deliver us out of them all. Our 
God has determined that we shall use Him, 
feel our dependence upon Him, and glory only 
in Him. Believer, He will sustain thee by 
qseaking peace to thy troubled heart; by ena- 
bling you to leave your intricate affairs in His 
hands; by strengthening you with strength in 
your soul ; and by enabling you to contrast the 
present with the future. Thanks be unto God 
who giveth us the victory. O Jesus, teach me 
to bring every burden to Thy feet and to cast 
every care upon Thee ! 

Thou, O Lord, in tender love 

Wilt all my burdens bear I 
lift my heart to things above, 

And fix it ever there \ 



SEPTEMBER 24. 

In the mount of the Lord it $kaU be men. 
Gen. zzil 14. 

Jehovah has provided supplies for His peoploi 
He arranges the bestowment of them, and hears 
and answers prayer for them. He may allow 
them to come into triaj9, dangers, and troubles ; 
but " in the mount the Lord will be seen." He 
will show Himself as rigidly faithful to His 
word ; as kind and merciful in all His dealings ; 
as attentive to the wants and wishes of His peo- 
ple ; as ready to supply them, and display His 
love and power in delivering them. In the mount 
of the Lord it shall be seen that Satan is a liar; 
that our fears were all groundless ; that unbelief 
is a great sin ; that prayer shall surely be an- 
swered ; that faith and hope shall not be disap- 
pointed ; that Jesus is touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; and that none shall be asham- 
ed who trust in, wait for, and obey the commands 
of the Most High God. Beloved, we have seen 
the Lord in the mount of trial, we have found it 
turned into the mount of mercy, and we shall 
see Him on the mount of glory. . 



f 



'Tis iD the mount the Lord is seen ; 
And all His saints shall surely find, 
Though clouds and darkness intervene, 
He still is gracious, still is kind. 
Yes, in the mount, the Lord makes Vare 
His mighty, His delivering power ; 
Displays a Father's tender care, 
Li the most trying, darkest hour. 
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SEPTEMBER 25. 

What think ye of Christ f Matt xxiL 4A. 

Bbloybd, let US inquire what do we think of 
Jesus this morning ? What do we think of His 
divinity, as one with the Father ? Of His 
humanity, as one with us ? Of His complex 
person, as God and man in one Christ ? What 
think we of His one sacrifice for sin? What 
think we of His grace as displayed in the whole 
work of our redemption? What think we of 
His word as the ground of our hope, the source 
of our comfort, and the rule of our lives ? What 
think we of His kingdom ? What think we of 
His coming ? How do we think of Jesus ? Do 
we think of Him frequently, as of a subject full 
of pleasure? naturally, as we do of refreshing 
food? pleasantly, as of choice and delightful 
muaio ? Or, only seldom, and then with gloom, 
or without love and ardent desire ? What does 
our thinking of Christ produce? Does it pro- 
duce desire — contrition — love — trust — ^resolution 
-—prayer — action? What are we willing to 
suffer for Christ ? What are we willing to part 
with for Christ ? What can we cheerfully give 
to Christ, to feed His poor, or to help His cause ? 

Oh 1 could I speak the matchless worth,— 
Oh I coyld I sound the glories forth. 

Which in my Saviour shine ; 
rd soar and touch the heavenly strings. 
And vie with Gabriel while he sings, 

In notes almost divine. 
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SEPTEMBER 26. 

Partaken of the heavenly calling, IxeU ill 1. 

Beloved, God hath called us by His grace and 
gospel, into the knowldege of Christ ; into the 
favor of Jesus ; to partake of the Spirit of His 
Son ; to enjoy fellowship with Christ ; to wear 
the image of Christ ; and to possess and enjoy 
His righteousness, strength, wisdom, unsearch- 
able riches, and eternal glory. This calling is 
heavenly in its origin, nature, tendency, and 
consummation ; it is from heaven and to heaven. 
All believers partake of the same calling ; they 
are called by the same voice ; to the same cross 
and throne ; to possess and enjoy the same title 
and to claim and use the same blessings. This 
calling is the greatest honor that can be con- 
ferred upon a sinner; it is altogether a favor, 
the fruit of free and everlasting love ; its enjoy- 
ment calls for gratitude and praise. Are we 
called with an heavenly calling? Then we 
should come out from the world; walk with 
God ; imitate the Saviour ; set our affections 
upon things above, and prepare for, and hasten 
to, our blessed home, our glorious inheritance. 
Let us make our calling and our election sure, 
and then sing — 

A8 Thou wilt, dispose of n!e, 
Only make me one with Thee ; 
Make me in my life express 
All the heights of holiness ; 
Sweetly in my spirit prove 
All the depths of humble love I 



SEPTEMBER 27. 

Is the Spirit of the Lord straitened f 
Micah 11 7. 

Why then do you despond ? Why are you 
satisfied to live so far below your privileges ? 
The Holy Spirit is promised, to teach us all 
things ; to testify of Jesus to our hearts ; to 
glorify our precious Saviour in our souls; to 
help our infirmities, to comfort us by taking of 
the things of Christ, and showing them to us ; 
and to lead us in the way everlasting. Do we 
experience His love in these particulars? If 
not — what is the cause ? "Is the Spirit of the 
Lord straitened ?" NO. But do we sow to the 
Spirit ? Do we pray for the Spirit ? Do we 
expect the Father to give Him, in answer to 
our prayers ; that Jesus will send Him accord- 
ing to His promise ? Oh, beloved, look at your 
-doubts, your fears, your carnality, your coldness, 
your want of life, love, and power ; and now 
ask — "Are these His doings?" Is His arm 
shortened ? Is His love changed ? Is His word 
false? Or, rather have you not grieved Him, 
quenched His operations, and caused Him to 
withhold His hand?* Oh, pray for the Spirit! 
You are absolutely dependant upon Him, for 
without Him you can do nothing. • 

Come, Holy Ghost, all-quickening fire, 
My consecrated heart inspire, 

Sprinkle with the atoning blood : 
Still to my soul Thyself reveiil; 
Thy mighty working may I feel, 

Aod know that I am one Vil)^ Oo^ 



SEPTEMBER 28. 

Be content with such things at ye have, 
Heb. ziii 5. 

We may not have what we wish, but we cer* 
tainly have what our God thinks best for us« 
Every mercy is directed by infinite wisdom and 
eternal love, and never misses its road, or comes 
into the possession of any but the persons for 
.whom it is intended. Let us therefore remem- 
ber, that our God has chosen our inheritance for 
us, and it becomes us to be content ; yea, to b6 
very grateful. We have infinitely more than 
we deserve ; we have more than many of our 
foUow-believers. We have liberty, while the 
Apostles were shut up in prison ; we have a 
home, while many of the primitive Christians 
wandered about in dens and caves of the earth ; 
our lives are protected, while the martyrs were 
burned at the stake ; we live in hope of heaven, 
while many are lifting up their eyes in hell, be- 
ing in torments. Let us strive to be content 
with present things, and hope for better ; let us 
endeavor to learn Paul's lesson, ''I have learn- 
ed, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. I know both how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound." And say — • 

Take my soul and body's powers, 
Take my memory, raiiid, and will, 
All my goods, and all my hours. 
All I know, and all I feel : 
Thine I live, thrice happy I ! 
Happier still if Thine I die. 
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. SEPTEMBER 29. 

Tnut ye in the Lord forever. Isa. xxvL 2. 

I are often discouraged by the difficulties of 

way, and cast down through the weakness 
mr faith ; we look to creatures, instead of 
:ing to the Lord ; and reflect upon our weak- 
J, instead of believing His promises, and trust- 

His faithfulness. But the Lord our Grod 
aid be the only and the constant object of our 
it ; His word warrants us to look to Him for 
we need, both temporal and spiritual; and 

character assures us that we cannot be dis- 
ointed. He will appear for us, and make all 

goodness pass before us. If we connect 
^er to God with trusting in God, and waiting 
Grod, it is impossible that we should be left in 
ible, or be neglected in distress. We may 
jt Him with the fullest confidence, and ex- 
: without doubting all He has promised to 
»w. Are you )at this time tried, tempted, 

distressed? Cast your burden upon the 
d. Commit your way unto Him ; He will 
ig to pass His largest promises and your best 
res. Seek out His promises, confide in them, 

plead them with (jrod, and expect their ao- 
iplishment. Oh, trust in the Lord forever ! t 

Trust Him, He's faithful to His word, ■*" 

His promise cannot fail ; 
He'll never leave you nor forsake, 

Or let your foes prevail : 
Then trust His word, expect His grace, 
Until you see Him face to face. 



SEPTEMBER 30. 

Ye are under grace. Rom. vi 14^ 

Believers are delivered from the law, and 
dead to it ; they are married to Christ and an 
alive unto God as a God of love. The cursed 
is removed, sin is atoned for, and we stand as^ 
high in the favor of God as we possibly can. 
We should look upon ourselves as the favorites = 
of God ; His beloved children, whom He bath 
reconciled to Himself by the death of His Son, 
Grace reigns over us, rules in us, provides for 
us, and will glorify us. Why then should we 
fear ? Of whom should we be afraid ? Sin is 
pardoned. The law is magnified. Justice is 
satisfied. God is at peace with us ; yea, He 
delights in us. The world is overcome for us, 
and even Satan shall be bruised under our feet 
shortly. What shall we say to these things? 
As God is for us, and with us, who shall injure, 
or prevail against us ? All things must work to- 
gether for our good ; nothing shall be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God ; we shall be more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us; 
and why ? Because we are not under the 

LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE. BecaUSC JcSUS livOSf 

we shall live also. 

On Jesus only I depend, 

He is my Father, God, and Friend, 

My Prophet, King, and Priest ; 
Had I an angel's holiness, 
I'd cast aside that glorious dress, 

And V rap me up in Christ. , 
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OCTOBER 1. 

Y<nir heavenly Father. Matt vl 52. 

EN ye pray, say, "Our Father.' When 
ire cast down, remember you have a Father 
leaven who loves you, cares for you, has 
in His word to you, and is ever ready to do 

good. It is truly blessed to begin this 
ith, and every month, believing that we 
3 a Father in heaven ; and that, "like as a 
er pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
a that fear Him ; for He knoweth our frame, 
remembereth that we are dust." Let there 
no reserve between us and our heavenly 
her, but let us communicate everything to 
1 ; let there be no hard thoughts of our 
her encouraged ; but let us take His own 
d, wjiioh sots forth His own immutable 
d, and rejoice. Our heavenly Father know- 

what we need, He hath provided all we 
i, He will give all He has provided; but 

will be acknowledged and sought unto, 
hing is too hard for Him to effect, nothing 

00 great for him to produce, nothing is too 

1 for Him to bestow upon His people. What 
ercy to have a Father, and such a Father, 
his inhospitable world! To Him let us car* 
and with Him let us leave all our cares. ^ 

Father, on me the grace bestow, 
To call Thee mine while here below, 
To love Thee as Tliy law requires ; 
To this my longing soul aspires : 
May every word and action prove. 
My 8ot2l 19 filled with heavemy Aove. 



OCTOBER 2. 

Who U on the Iiord's side f Ezo. zzxii. 26. 

Every believer is ready to answer, I am. Well, 
the Lord has a cause upon the earth ; it is weak, 
and wants your support; it is opposed, and 
needs your countenance. If you are on the 
Lord's side, you are on the side of truth — ^holi- 
ness — charity — of His worship and ordinances— 
of His people and His ways — and you are jealous 
of His honor. You unite with His people, go 
forth to Jesus without the camp, bearing His re- 
proach. If you are on the Lord's side. He will 
spare you as obedient children, supply you as 
faithful servants ; protect you as loyal subjects; 
and honor you as brave and courageous sol- 
diers. You will never see any just occasion to 
change sides ; or regret that you decided to serve 
so good a Master. You will find the Lord to be 
on your side, supporting you in affliction ; com- 
forting you in trouble; giving you victory in 
death ; and pronouncing you just in the judg- 
ment. If you are on the Lord's side, avow it 
openly ; prove it daily ; and let your whole con- 
duct say, " I AM THE Lord's, Use all your 
influence for His glory, consecrate all your 
energies to His cause, and rejoice to suffer for 
His name. - 

Shall I tor fear of feeble man, 
The Spirit's course in me restrain ? 
Awed by a mortal's frown shall I 
Conceal the word of God most high ? 
How then before thee shall I dare 
To stand, or how thine axi^er bear ? 
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OCTOBER 3. 

TTiou ifhaH be a blessing. Gc i. xii. 2. 

Wb were by nature cursed of God, and a curse 
to others ; but a God of love interferes for us, 
pours His blessing upon us, and makes us a 
blessing. He gives grace to form the character ; 
gifts to fit for usefulness; wisdom to choose 
the course ; strength to do His will ; supplies 
to complete the design ; faith to trust His word ; 
patience to persevere and wait His time; and 
success to crown our efforts. The result of His 
thus blessing us is, we are a blessing to others ; 
to sinners and to saints. We are a blessing by 
the spirit we breathe, if it is meek, gentle, and 
lovely ; by the example we set, if it is an imita- 
tion of Jesus ; by our prayers for the good of 
souls, and the glory of God ; and by our efforts 
to spread abroad the knowledge of the truth in 
every place. What a blessing to be the means 
of the conversion of but one soul ! To be used 
to instruct the ignorant, to strengthen the weak, 
or to comfort the desponding, or distressed. O 
Jesus ! make us a blessing. Thy grace is suf- 
fiment; fulfil to us Thy promise to Abraham. 
Beloved, let us look to Him, depend upon B im, 
act for Him, give praise daily unto Him, and wr 

SHALL BE A BLESSING. • 

Lord, make me faithful unto death, 
Thy witness with my latest breath, 
To tell the glories of the Lamb, 
Him whom I serve, and whose I am ; 
On whom for strength I daily lean, 
Whose strength is in my weakueas «i^^tu 



OCTOBER 4. 

/ will do you no hurt. Jor. x^v. 6. 

How is it possible that a God of love, vrho k 
full of compassion, plenteous in merey, ready 
to forgive, waiting to be gracious, should do His 
children hurt ? It cannot be. His dealings may 
cause us pain, but nothing shall by any means 
harm us. We ought rather to argue with Paul, 
*' He that spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
also freely give us all things?" He sent His 
ancient people as captives to Babylon, but it 
was for their good ; He allowed His children to 
be cast into the fiery furnace, into the lion's 
den, to be driven out to wander in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins, but He did not allow them to 
be hurt; all was sanctified to them, and the 
curse was turned into a blessing. If He scourge 
us with one hand. He will support us with the 
other ; and at last we shall come up before His 
throne, out of great tribulation, having washed 
our robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Not one who has arrived safe in 
heaven will say that his God allowed him to be 
hurt ; notwithstanding the trials endured by the 
way. Nothing shall by any means hurt you » 

Lord, I would my all resign, 
Gladly lose ray will in Thine, 
Careless be of things below, 
Thee alone content to know ; 
Simple, innocent, and free, 
Seeking all my bliss in Thee. 
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OCTOBER 5. 

Ofdy' acknowledge thine iniquity. Jur. iil 13. 

Wii.L the Lord receive us when we have back- 
slidden from Him, and are desirous of returning 
to Him? Oh, yes, He invites, He exhorts. He 
beseeches us to jreturn. Nor does He prescribe 
any hard conditions, but He says, "Only ac- 
knowledge THINE INIQUITY." Hc is SO ready 
to for^ve, so infinitely gracious in His nature, 
that if we confess our sins. He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. Have we wandered ? 
Have we left our first love ? Let us go and re- 
turn to our first husband, for then it was better 
with us than now. His bowels yearn over us, 
His arms are open to receive us, and He waits 
to fall upon our neck and kiss us. Let us go to 
His throne, and there confess our sins, crave His 
pardon, sigh for the enjoyment of His love, and 
He will restore unto us the joys of His salvation, 
and establish us with His free Spirit. Let us 
daily confess our iniquities unto the Lord, and 
He will pardon our numerous sins. In His fa- 
vor is life. In His frown is distress and woe. 
He delighteth in mercy. He will receive, par- 
don us, and bless like a God. His mercy en- 
dureth forever. . 

This glorious news dispels my feare. 
Hakes glad my heart, wipes off my tears, 
Displays the riches of His grace, 
Inflames my lore, and claims my praise : 
A pardon*d sinner lives to prove 
The height at d depth of Jesua* love. 



OCTOBER 6. 

The righteousness which is of Qod hyfai^ 

PhiL iii. 9. 

The righteousness here intended is that wLioh 
God requires in His law; provided by the life 
and death of His Son; presents to sinners in 
the everlasting gospel : imputes to every be- 
liever, of richest grace; accepts when pleaded 
at the throne of His grace ; and honors with a 
title to eternal life. This righteousness is by 
faith ; it is the office of faith to receive it ; 
plead it; trust it; rejoice in it; embolden the 
soul through it; and clothe the soul in it. It 
is not offered to anything but faith, nor can it 
be received and enjoyed in any other way. 
Every unbeliever and self-righteous person re- 
jects it, but every man who is taught of God 
feels that he needs it ; discovers the beauty, 
glory, and value of it ; applies for it with ardent 
desire and earnest longing ; embraces it as one 
of God's greatest favors ; enjoys it as a rich and 
durable treasure ; and dies confidently expect- 
ing to be accepted in it and admitted to glory 
through it. Oh, may we be found in Jesus, not 
having on our own righteousness, which is of the 

law, but THE RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH IS OF GcD BY 

FAITH ! And while we pant for holiness with 
every breath, and aim at it in every action, may 
each of us devoutly say — ^ 

And even when I feel Thy grace, 

And sin seems most subdued, 
I'll wrap me ia thy righteousness, 

And plunge me in Thy blood. 
2Si 



OCTOBER 7. 

He ihat loveth me shall be loved of my Father. 

John ziv. 21. 

Do we love Jesus ? Are we cultivating an ao- 
quaintance with Him? If we love Him, we 
desire to know Him more fully ; to serve Him 
more cheerfully ; and to enjoy Him continually. 
If we love Jesus we are willing to part with all 
things for Him, to renounce whatever He for- 
bids, and pursue whatsoever he commands. If 
we love Him, we want to love Him more ; and 
to be always with Him. If we love Him, He 
assures us His Father will love us ; for He so 
delights in His beloved Son, that He visits, re- 
vives, and blesses every soul that loves Jesus. If 
God loves us, what good thing will He withhold 
from us ? Will He suffer any one to hurt us ? 
Oh, no ! He will manifest Himself to us. He 
will appear for us. He will glorify Himself in 
us. He will be to us all a God can be, and do 
for us far above our expectations and hopes. To 
be the object of the love of God is to enjoy the 
highest honor, and to possess a title to the great- 
est happiness which it is possible for rational 
creatures to enjoy. Let us therefore ascertain 
beyond a doubt, that we love Jesus, ardently^ 
ainoerely. • 

To His meritorious passion 

All our happiness we owe ; 
Pardon, uttermost salvation, 

Heaven above and heaven below : 
Grace and glory 

From tliat open fountain fLo^. 



OCTOBER 8. 

We will remember thy love, SoL Sopg L 4 

What subject is so sweet as the love of Jesns? 
The good-will of His heart towards us, which 
He fixed on us sovereignly, immutably, and 
eternally. Let us remember this love of Jesus, 
for it is sufficient to fill us with joy, peace, and 
love. Oh, how it condescended to look upon us, 
come and die for us, and now to dwell with us ! 
What benevolence it has and does display, giv- 
ing everything that is necessary for life and god- 
liness. How it dignifies its objects, raising them 
to glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life. 
Let us remember His love; to comfort our 
hearts amidst changing friendships ; to encourage 
our souls in seasons of darkness ; to produce con- 
fidence in times of trial ; to inspire with forti- 
tude in times of danger ; to beget patience when 
burdened and oppressed; to reconcile the mind 
under bereaving dispensations; and to produce 
zeal and devotedness in the Lord's cause and 
service. Oh, love of Jesus ! be Thou my daily 
subject and constant theme! Beloved, let us 
remember His love, if we forget everything be- 
side ; there is nothing so sweet, so valuable, so 
excellent as this ! . 

y God only knows the love of God : 

': Oh, that it now were shed abroad 

In this poor stony heart 1 
Give me to know this love divine, 
This heavenly portion, Lord, be mine; 
Be mine this better part ! 
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OCTOBER 9. 

J%e poor eommitteth himself to Thee. Psalm «. 14. 

Those who appear the most friendless, have tne 
best and truest Friend. The Lord's people are 
poor, but they are not friendless nor forsaken- 
They have Jehovah for their God, Jesus for their 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit for their Comforter 
and Guide. They know God and commit them- 
selves and their all to Him. But how do they 
commit themselves to Him ? As the debtor 
does to His Surety. As a sick man does to his 
Physician. As the client does to his Lawyer or 
Advocate. As the needy does to his rich and 
generous Friend. As a sinner to the Saviour. 
As the loving bride does to her beloved bride- 
groom. But why do they commit themselves 
"Unto Him ? They commit themselves to His 
grace to be saved by it ; to His power to be kept 
by it ; to His providence to be fed by it ; to His 
>vord to be ruled by it ; to His care to be pre- 
served by it ; and to His arms at death to be 
safely landed in glory. This flows from grace, 
and produces peace, safety, satisfaction, and suc- 
cess. Let us, beloved, commit ourselves to the 
Lord daily, heartily, deliberately, and unreserv* 
edly. * 

^ 

My soul shall cry to Thee, Lord, 
To Thee, supreme, incarnate Word, 
My rock and fortress, shield and Friend, 
Creator, Saviour, source, and end ; 
And th)u wilt hear Thy servant's prayer. 
Though death and darkness apeak de%^2^\x. 



OCTOBER 10. 

Who shall lay anything to the ehofffe of Ood"* eledf 

Rom. viii. 88. 

Clod's elect are sinners ; they know it, feel it, 
and deplore it. The world is against them, and 
Satan tries every means in his power to rain 
them. But blessed be God he cannot prevail. 
The work of the Holy Spirit within them, sets 
and keeps them panting for holiness ; striving 
against sin ; aiming at God's glory ; and desiripg 
to be a blessing to all around them. The work 
of Christ for them, brings forth a sentence of 
justification from the eternal Father ; and be- 
lieving His word they realize their privilege, and 
may boldly ask — "Who shall lay anything 

TO THE CHARGE OF God's ElECT ?" Will God ? 

No — for He is perfectly satisfied through the 
death of His Son. Will conscience ? No— for 
it is cleansed by the blood of Jesus, silenced by 
the word of God, and corroborates Jehovah's 
testimony. Can Satan ? No— for he is cast 
out, his testimony cannot be received, having 
long since been proved a liar by the God of 
truth. Will Jesus as Judge of all ? No — for 
He would rather die for us than condemn us. 
O beloved, see the perfection of the Saviour's 
"vcrk. , 

Complete atonement He has made, 
And to the utmost farthing paid 

Whate'er His people owed ; 
How then can wrath on me take place. 
If shelter'd in His righteousness, 

And sprinkled with His blood ? 



OCTOBER 11. 

Keep yourselves in the love of God. Jude 21. 

The love of God to His people is free, unspeak* 
ably great, and eternal ; onr love to God is de- 
pendant on His love to us as its source, on faith 
and fellowship with Him as its fuel ; therefore 
we are exhorted to keep ourselves in the love of 
God. This implies that we are beloved of God, 
and that we know it, and love Him in return. 
That we should endeavor to retain our stand- 
ing, and keep ourselves sensibly in the love of 
God, by setting it always before our minds ; 
exercising our faith on it; and seeking the en- 
joyment of it by prayer and in the Lord's ways. 
We should keep ourselves in the exercise of love 
to God by avoiding temptations, walking by 
faith, and living as in His presence. We should 
keep ourselves in the exercise of love one to 
another, by exhortation, forbearance, and ex- 
a.mple. We should preserve ourselves by the 
love of God, from the temptations of Satan, the 
snares of the world, and the lusts of the flesh. 
Beloved, consider how the love of God aggravates 
OUT sins ; how it should fire us with courage to 
oppose everything that is unholy or forbidden. 

9 
"^ 

O lovo divine, how sweet thou art I 
When shall I find my longing heart 

All taken up by Thee ? 
Grant me, gracious Lord, to prove 
The sweetness of redeeming love, 

The love of Christ to me 1 
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OCTOBER 12. 

Be ture your 8in mil find you ovJt. 
Num. xxxil 28. 

Sin cannot be concealed ; it meets the eye am 
affects the heart of God ; and unless we find i1 
out, confess it with sorrow, and forsake it wil 
disgust, it will find us out, and expose us 
the rod of God, and the contempt of godly men.^' ^* 
It found Achan out, and proved his ruin; it:*"-* 
found Noah out, and covered him with disgrace ;S ' 
and it found David out, so that the sword nevei 
departed from his house. God cannot be reo-' 
onciled to sin, nor should we be. However 
secret the sin, God is a witness; and He will 
bring it to light. **He that covereth ms 
SIN SHALL not PROSPER ; but hc that confesseth 
and forsaketh his sins, shall find mercy." Let 
us be careful that we give sin no quarter, or 
vainly fancy that because God loves us He will 
not expose us; He assures us our sin will find 
us out. Oh, to hate sin as God hates it, to ^^ 
loathe it as Jesus loathed it, and to become dead ^ 
to it, and be entirely delivered from it! It is 
the source of all our miseries, the cause of all 
our pains, and the occasion of all our troubles. It 
cannot be hid, it will find us out, and screly 
wound us. 

O God, our sins have found us out, 

And melted us with grief ! 
Before Thy throne ourselves we cast, 

And supplicate relief: 
To Jesus' feet we now repair, | 

And seek, and ^nd salvatioa there \ 

f90 ^ 



OCTOBER 13. 

Return, ye backsliding children, Jer. ill £2. 

We are prone to wander, and are daily going 
astray ; our God may justly cast us off, but He 
lovingly invites us to return. He bids us take 
words and come to Him, and gives us every en- 
couragement to hasten to His feet. We are 
CHILDREN, though backsUding ; and it is our 
Father who bids us return. Beloved, let us 
return to our God this morning, let us confess 
our sin, deplore our folly, crave His pardon, 
plead His word, hope in His mercy, and expect 
the token of reconciliation and love. What an 
unspeakable mercy to have such a Father ! So 
ready to forgive ! So willing to receive ! So de- 
sirous that we should be happy and blest ! His 
love is wonderful, His forbearance beyond de- 
scription. See His arms extended ; hear His 
word inviting ; and hasten to be blest. Do not 
dwell on your miseries, or your wretchedness ; 
they are the effects of your backsliding ; but He 
«ays, " I will heal your backslidings." " Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord ; for He hath 
torn, and will heal us ; He hath smitten, and 
He will bind us up." His heart is grieved for us, 
His word invites us, and His love will make uf 
happy. ^ 

Father of mercies, God of love ! 

Ob I hear a humble euppliant's cry 
Bend from Thy lofty seat above, 

Thy throne of glorious majesty : 
Oh, deien to listen to my yoice, 
And bid this drooping beaxt TevfAce. 



OCTOBER 14. 

TwiU rettore health urUo thee, Jer. xxz. 17. 



Jesus is a skilful Physician. He beals all the 
falls, bruises, and dislocations of His people. 
He brings health to the heart. Believer, is thy 
heart hard, wandering, unbelieving, or wounded ? 
Jesus can heal it, and to you He says, " Come 
AND BE HEALED." He rcstorcs the fainting, the 
dying, and the dead. He is a perfect master of 
every disease. His terms are " No money : no 
PRICE !" But He will have an absolute surren- 
der to Him ; you must refuse all other medi- 
cines ; take all He prescribes, bitter or sweet. 
Touch — trust — and be happy. Jesus is Jeho- 
vah RopHi, therefore look for health to no oth- 
er. Lodge in His neighborhood. Consult Him 
daily. Lay open your whole case to Him. 
Never despond until His nature changes, His 
skill fails, or His advertisement is withdrawn 
from the book of God. Be grateful for healing, 
and show your gratitude by endeavoring to 
send others to Him. Recommend this gracious 
Physician. Trust Him, and remember His 
question, '' Were there not ten cleansed, but 
WHERE are the NINE ? They are not found 
that return to give glory to God, save this stran- 
ger." Beloved, come to Jesus and be healed ; 
and be sure you render again according to the 
mercy shown you. 

Saviour, I wait Thy healing hand I 
Diseases fly at Thy command ; 
Now let Thy sovereign touch impart 
Life, health, and vigor to my heart 
29% 



OCTOBER 15. 

And He marvelled beeatiae of th ir unbelief, 

Mark vi. 6. 

Ukbelief is represented as filling Jesus witk 
surprise ; and is it any wonder, especially our 
unbelief? Consider what God hath done to 
remove doubt. He hath sent His character, 
" God is love." He hath made a proclama- 
tion, *' Behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation." He hath 
. given an invitation, " Look unto me, and be ye 
saved." He hath employed entreaty, "As 
though God did beseech you by us, we pray 
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
He hath issued a command, " This is His com- 
mandment, that we should believe on the name 
of His Son Jesus Christ." He hath sworn an 
.oath, "That by two immutable things in which 
it was impossible for God to lie, we might have 
strong consolation." He hath given His Son as 
a pledge, to assure us that " whosoever believeth 
on Him shall never perish, but have eternal life." 
He hath added the testimony of all His saints^. 
tWell then may He m^rrel at our unbeliet 
Never let us attempt to excuse '^ but tet 
us plead and pray against it, until "^e Oflta* 
quor it. , I 

Lord, fulfil in me Thy word, ^ 

Now let me feel Thy pardoning blood, 

Let what £ ask be given ; 
The bar of unbelief remove, 
Open the door of faith and love, 

And take me into heaven. 



OCTOBER 16. 

J%e Lard shall be thy emifidence, 
Prov. ill 26. 

Our happiness consists in knowing God anck- 
believing Him ; if we know His true cbaraoter^ 
we can believe His precious word ; and if w( 
believe His holy word, we enjoy peace an< 
sacred satisfaction. He presents Himself to us 
in His word, as able and willing to make us^^^® 
holy, happy, and honorable. To him we ma^ ^^ 
communicate all that troubles us, from Him wo^^^^^ 
may receive all that our circumstances require, ^ ^» 
with Him we may walk and enjoy peace. We^^^® 
may be confident in God, for He has power, ^-^ 
love, and faithfulness ; He has spoken to us, will -^ ^ 
appear for us, and will never turn away from 
us ; but will rejoice over us to do us good, with 
His whole heart and with His whole soul. Let 
us make Him our confidence, by believing His 
word, frequenting His throne, and seeking His 
glory in all things. Are you troubled, fearful, 
and cast down? Acquaint now thyself with 
Him and be at peace, thereby shall good come 
unto thee. They that trust in the Lord shall be 
as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but 
abideth forever, * 



Thou, Lord, on whom I still depend, 
Wilt keep me faithful to the end : 
I trust Tny truth, and love, and power, 
Shall save me to the latest hour ; 
And when I lay this body down, 
Bestow a bright ir mortal crown. 

2U ^ 



OCTOBER 17. 

My strength is made perfect in weakneis. 
2 Cor. xii. 9. 

s more the believer feels his weakness, the 
•e should he expect his Saviour to appear for 
. strengthen him. The strength of Jesus is 
parted, enjoyed, and displayed in our sorest 
Is and most distressing seasons. Never 
J Abraham so strong, as when offering up 
beloved Isaac upon the mount; never were 
martyrs so courageous, as when in prison 
y felt their entire weakness, cried to Jesus 
strength ; and depending on His faithfulness 
I love, left all and went to the stake. Then 
y could exclaim, "None but Christ. None 
; Christ." '' Farewell life, welcome the cross 
Christ." Beloved, let us walk by faith, 
by feeling; when we feel weakest, the 
jngth of Jesus is nearest, and He magnifies 
s mercy by giving power to the faint, and 
reasing the strength of the weak. Let us 
>end on Him, for we can do all things through 
rist who strengtheneth us. He Is our strength, 
rery present help in trouble. The Lord is 
' strength and song, He also is become our 
nation. • 



Saviour, on earth I covet not 

That every woe should cease ; 

Only, if trouble be my lot. 

In Thee let me have peace : 

Thy grace and strength display in me, 

Tir 1 arrive at perfect day. 



OCTOBER 18. 

T will look uniothe Lord. Micah^lY. 

Looking to creatures always ends in disappoint- 
ment ; therefore it is . forbidden by Him who 
loves us best, and consults our best interests at 
all times. The prophet had been weaned from 
this, by many and sore trials ; and now he de- 
termines to look unto the Lord. Let us imitate 
his example. We cannot do better than look 
to the Lord, as our Captain, to command; as 
our Master, to direct; as our Father, to provide; 
and as our God, to defend. His name is a 
strong tower, the righteous run into it and are 
safe. Looking to Jesus, will preserve us from 
a thousand snares ; and prepare us to suffer as 
Christians and triumph as conquerors. The 
eyes of the Lord are always upon us ; may our 
eyes be ever towards the Lord. Let us look to 
Him for all we need ; from all we fear ; through 
all that obstructs our progress ; and so press on 
towards the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing, which is of God in Christ Jesus. He says, 
" Look unto me and be ye saved." It is record- 
ed, '• They looked upon Him and were lightened, 
and their faces were not ashamed." Jesus is the 
same, yesterday, to-day, and forever. » 

Lord, shine on my benighted heart, 

With beams of mercy ehine ; 
And let Thy Spirit's voice impart 

A taste of joys divine : 
To Thee I look, to Thee I cry, 

Oh, bring Thy sweet salvation nigh. 
216 V 



OCTOBER 19. 

I will call upon Thee^for Thau wilt answer me. 
Psalm Ixxxvl 7. 

H was David's purpose, and such his assai- 
B ; and we have the same warrant for confi- 
C5e as he had. Our God will answer prayer. 

us inquire what is necessary, in order to the 
irance that our God wilji answer us. We 
5t REALLY MEAN what wc Say whcu we pray. 

must pray for a definite object. We must 
f in accordance with the will of God, as re- 
led in His promises and precepts. We must 
f in submission to the will of God, as to the 
e when, and the moans by which He will 
wer us. We must heartily desire what we 
f for. Our motives must be pure, as that 
1 may be glorified, sin subdued, and Jesus 
Ited. We must pray with importunity and 
jeverance. We must offer all our prayers in 

name of Jesus, and expect them to be ac- 
ted and honored only for His sake. There 
st be no sin indulged ; for if we indulge ini- 
by in our hearts, God will not hear our 
VER. We must pray in faith, believing that 
1 is, and that He is the rewarder of all them 
) diligeHly seek Him. 

Lord, on me Thy Spirit pour, M 

Turn the stony beitrt to flesh ; g 

And begin from this good hour, 
To revive Thy work afresh : 
Lord; revive me ! 

All my help must come from Thee. 



OCTOBER 20. 

Behold, thy talvcUion eometh, IsaikJ boL 11, 

The Lord's people may be now sorely tried 
and often cast down ; but the present is the 
worst state they will ever be in ; they are hast- 
ing to the day of God, which is to them the 
day of deliverance. Their salvation is on the 
road; they will soon be freed from all disease, 
from which they now suffer; from all sin, un- 
der which they now groan; from all foes, of 
whom they are now afraid; and from all cares 
and troubles, with which they are now burden- 
ed. Beloved, why are you so fearful, and why 
do desponding thoughts arise in your hearts? 
Behold, your salvation cometh; behold, His re- 
ward is with Him, and His work before Him. 
He will free you from all that pains you, and 
raise you above all your fear. The time of 
deliverance is at hand, the year of release is 
near; the trumpet of the Jubilee will soon be 
heard; our Saviour will arrive to lead us to 
our Father's house, to the mansions which He 
hath prepared for us, and so shall we be ever 
with the Lord. Comfort one another with these 
words. "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go 
ye out to meet Him !"- 

Jesus beckons from on high ; 
Fearless to His presence fly ; 
Thine the merits of His blood, 
Thine the righteousness of God I 
Go, His triumphs to adorn, 
Made for God, to God return I 
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OCTOBER 21. 

ITicu shalt guide me with Thy coumel. 
Psalm Ixziil 24. 

This supposes a knowledge of the Lord as in- 
finitely gracious ; inflexibly just ; inconceivably 
wise ; and immutably faithful : except we know 
Him we cannot trust Him. But here is an 
entire surrender to Him, to be led where He 
pleases ; as He chooses ; and by whom He will. 
This surrender is becoming, prudent, gainful; 
for godliness with such contentment is great 
gain. Such a surrender is the effect of faith in 
the Lord's promise, gracious presence, and cove- 
nant character ; it exhibits expectation from 
the Lord. Whom the Lord guides He pro- 
tects ; He preserves ; He supplies ; and receives. 
He receives them now at the throne of grace, 
to be His charge and His care ; and He will 
receive them at the throne of His glory, and in- 
troduce them to holiness, happiness, and honor. 
Beloved, have you thus surrendered ? Are you 
daily surrendering ? Can you say to your gra- 
cious God, " Thou shalt guide me with Thy 
counsel, and afterwards receive me to glory ?'* 
If so, happy are ye ; the Spirit of glory and of 
God will rest upon you. 

Thy word, O Lord, is light and food, 
The law of truth, and source of good ; 
Oh, let it richly dwell within. 
To keep me from the snares of sin ; 
And giiide me still to choose my way, 
That I no more may go astray. 



} 



OCTOBER 22. 

After he had patiently endured he obtained the pronum, 

Heb. yI 15. 



Abraham was long tried, but he was richl^ 
rewarded. The Lord tried him by delaying t^^ 
fulfil His promise ; Satan tried him by tempta^-^ 
tions ; men tried him by jealousy, distrust, anC^ 
opposition ; Hagar tried him by contemning he 
mistress; and Sarah tried him by her peevish 
ness. But he patiently endured. He did no 
question God's veracity ; nor limit His power ; 
nor doubt His faithfulness ; nor grieve His love : 
but he bowed to divine sovereignty ; submitted 
to infinite wisdom ; and was silent un 'er delays, 
waiting the Lord's time. And so, having ' pa- 
tiently endured, he obtained the promise. God's 
promises cannot fail of their accomplishment. 
Patient waiters cannot be disappointed. Be- 
lieving expectations shall be realized. Beloved, 
Abraham's conduct condemns a hasty spirit ; re- 
proves a murmuring one ; commands a patient 
one ; and encourages quiet submission to God's 
will and way. Remember, Abraham was tried; 
he patiently waited ; he received the promise 
and was satisfied ; imitate His example, and 
you will share the same blessing. 

All anxious cares I fain would leave, 
And learn with sweet content to live 

On what the Lord shall send ; 
Whate'er He sends, He sends in love. 
And good or bad things blessings prove 

If blessed by this Friend. 

SOQ 



OCTOBER 23. 

We ahaidd vfolk in newness of life, R m. vi 4 

L> who profess Christ are supposed to pos- 
s a new nature ; they are brought under 
w obligations ; and are expected to keep 
jv objects in view. Being baptized into the 
ith of Christ, and participating in His resur- 
tion, they should walk as influenced by new 
nciples; the free grace, holy truth, and di- 
le power of God, should lead them to new- 
js of life. They should walk by new rules, 
longer following custom, or imitating the 
•rid ; they should walk according to God's 
►rd, the Saviour's golden rule, and bright ex- 
iple. The love of God, gratitude to God, 
d zeal for His glory, should be the motives 
m which they act : while to honor God ; to 
joy His presence ; to exalt Jesus ; to benefit 
lers ; to prove the power and purity of their 
mciples ; to justify their profession ; and to 
idence their faith and love ; should be the 
ds they have constantly in view. A new life 
expected from new creatures ; and without it 
r religion is vain, and our profession a false- 
od. Beloved, do we walk in newness of life ? -^ 

Finish, Lord, thy new creation, 

Pure, unspotted may we be ; 
Let us see our whole. salvation 

Perfectly secured by thee : 
Changed from glory into glory, 

I'ill in heaven we take our place 
Till we cast our crowns before thee 

Lost in wonder, love aud piais^ 




OCTOBER 24. 

lam Jesu^ Acta iz. 5 

Immanuel presents Himself this morning, ^^^ 
tells us He is exactly suited to us, whatei^ 
may be our circumstances or feelings; He sa 
" I AM Jesus." Are you seeking the Lor 
He is Jesus, the gracious, powerful, tende 
hearted, ready and willing Saviour. Are yo 
tried, troubbd, and cast down? He is Jesus^^ 
the constant, sympathizing, present, wise, an<>^ 
unchangeable Friend. Are you a returnin 
backslider, filled with your own ways ? He i 
Jesus, and He says, ** I will receive you ; I will 
heal you ; I will restore you ; I will rejoice over 
you, as the shepherd over the sheep he had lost." 
Beloved, Jesus is the Lord our God, our all in 
all ; our God is Jesus the Saviour, merciful, 
kind, and tender ; this proclamation is cheering 
to the sinner, and delightful to the saint. Let 
us remember, whoever may change, whatever 
may change, He is Jesus still ; still touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; still able and 
willing to help us ; still full of compassion and 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
Him ; still ready to forgive, waiting to be gra- 
cious, full of pity, and pledged to receive us. > 



When darkness veils His lovely face, 
I rest on His unchanging grace ; 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil ; 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand,— 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
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OCTOBER 26. 

In everything give thanks, 1 Thess. v. 18. 

iRYTHiNG we enjoy should be viewed as 
ing from the liberal hand of God; all was 
5ited by sin ; what we receive is of grace, 
providence that supplies us, is the wisdom, 
3volence, and power of God in operation 
us ; as expressive of His infinite love and 
lerited grace. Talents to provide supplies, 
)rtunities to obtain, and ability to enjoy, 
alike from the Lord. Every mercy increases 
obligation and deepens our debt. Thanks- 
ag is the ordinance that God hath appoint- 
that we may express our gratitude, and 
lowledge our obligation ; and our thanks- 
ngs are acceptable and well-pleasing in His 
t. Thanksgiving is never out of season, 
Ne have always much to be thankful for. In 
ything we should give thanks, to that end 
7 all things as arranged by His wisdom, 
mdant on His will, sanctified by His blessing, 
>rdirjg with His promises, and flowing from 
love. All our blessings come through Je- 
and all our praises must ascend through 
1 ; for our Father only accepts what is pre- 
ed in the name of His beloved Son. 



Praise Him who by His word 

Supplies our every need, 
And gives us Christ the Lord, 
Our hungry souls to feed : 
Thanks be to God for every good. 
Eternal thanks for Jesus' bVxid. 



OCTOBER 26. 

Am lin CMi Mteadf QetL xzx. 2. 

All our mercies are to be traced up to our Qtxl, 
and all our miseries to ourselves. We are 
constantly making ourselves wretched, by de- 
parting from our God, or by putting creatures 
in His place. We often put persons and things 
in God's stead in reference to our affections, 
loving them inordinately; in reference to our 
dependence, trusting them instead of Him ; in 
reference to our worship, idolizing them instead 
of adoring Him ; and in reference to our expec^ 
tations, expecting them to relieve, comfort, or 
deliver instead of Him. But insuflSlciency is 
written upon every created object. No creature 
can fill the place of Jehovah, take the richest — 
the wisest — the kindest — the nearest relative or 
friend, and you must exclaim, " Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity." But Jehovah can fill 
the place of all ; He can be instead of Father, 
Husband, Child, Wealth, Health, yea, of all 
things. Creatures may say. Am I in God's 
stead ? If not, why look to me ? why depend on 
me ? why expect from me ? why grieve so to 
part with me ? Am I in God's stead ? If s^, He 
will remove me, or I shall disappoint you. • 



Heavenly Adam, life divine, 
Change my nature into Thine : 
Move and spread throughout my bouI, 
Actuate ana fill the whole ; 
Now my fainting soul revive ; 
The«'e forever walk and live. 
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OCTOBER 27. 

ThM Lord will give grace and glory. Ps. Ixxziy. 11. 

ns is good news, for except the Lord give 

grace we shall never be sanctified ; and un- 
is He give us glory, we shall never be glori- 
d. All must be the free gift of free grace. 

anything good was required of us to entitle 
, we must sit down in despair ; but now all 
of divine bounty, we can hope ; we need not 

afraid. The Lord has given grace to thou- 
ads. He has given grace to us ; and He will 
ire more grace ; grace to fit for duty, grace to 
pport in trial, grace to sanctify the heart ; and 
3 will give glory, which is grace in perfection, 
ethren, let us endeavor to believe that our 
Dd is as kind, bountiful, and beneficent as 
is word declares. Let us confess our sins 
fore Him, seek grace from Him, and look to 

glorified with Him. Our all is in Grod ; our 
I must come from God; and all the glory 
ould be daily given to God. Whenever we 
int grace, let us ask it of God ; for He giveth 
lerally and upbraideth not. Let us approach 
is throne this morning, and be this our prayer, 
Lord, give us more grace. Give us grace 
ily, grace to devote us to Thy service, and fill 

with holy love." ^ 

Blest is our lot wliate*er be&ll ; 
Who can affirigbt, or who appal ?-— 
Since on Thy strength, our rock, our all, 
Jesus I we cling to Thee. v- 



OCTOBER 28. 

8<my go work to^y in my vineyard. Matt zzL 2& 

Some are God's sons only by creation ; the Jey^s 
were so by national adoption; believers are so 
by regeneration. They are born of Grod, and 
adopted by God. Our God never intended 
that His children should be idle; He says to 
every child, " Son, go work." This is the 
command of a Father; it contains affection, it 
flows from authority. We are to work for His 
glory, for the good of others, and to lay up for 
ourselves treasures in heaven. Working for God 
is creditable — profitable — pleasant. Our work 
is in His vineyard, the church finds work for 
all. Some are employed to plant, some to 
weed, some to water, and some to watch. The 
command is "Work to-day." The present is 
the period. To-day, while you have light, 
strength, and opportunity. Remember, it is 
but a day, a short period at longest, but it 
often proves to be but a short day. Are you 
standing all the day idle ? Go into the vine- 
yard. Are you discouraged? Imitate her who 
did what she could. Look to the Lord; He 
will give ability — opportunity — and crown with 
success. 4. 



O give me, Lord, an upright heart, 

Well nurtured with a godly fear, 
Which from thy precepts will not start, 

When clouds and threatening storms appear : 
But onward press with even pace, 
JJefresh'd and fortified by grace. 
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OCTOBER 29. 

The lov( that God hath to ti8. 1 John iv 16. 

Who shall describe it ? What tongue or pen 
can set it forth ? It is infinite, and what can 
finite mortals say ? It is eternal, and how can 
we who are but of yesterday declare it ? It is 
the present heaven of the saints, to kni>w and 
believe the love that God hath to them. None 
can reveal it to us, or shed it abroad in our 
hearts, but the Holy Ghost. He can direct 
our hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patience of Jesus Christ. He is in office to 
show the saints the things of God, and enable 
them to believe and enjoy them. Let us, be- 
loved, daily pray that we may know and enjoy 
the kve that God hath to us ; it will be an an- 
tidote to all our miseries, a source of joy under 
all our sorrows. Our friends and frames may 
change, but the love of God is unchangeable. 
Our temporal prospects may be all blighted, 
but if we know and enjoy the love of God, we 
cannot be unhappy. Who, or what shall sep- 
arate us FROM THE LOVE OF GoD? JcSUS haS 

told us that we shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck us out of His hand. The love of our 
Ood is the source of our happiness, and the cause 
of our safety. Oh, to know and believe the lovo 
which God hath to us ! God is love. 

What shall I do my God to love ? 

My loving God to praise ? 
The length, and breadth, and height to ^iox«^ 

And depth of sovereign grace) 



OCTOBER SO. 

Take heed, and: hetoare ofeovetout/Mss. Luke zu. 16. 

This is a warning from the lips of our beloved 
Lord. He knows our weakness and our foes, 
and He cautions us against them. We want 
but little here below, for we shall not be here 
long ; and we are going to the land of plenty, 
rest, and joy. A little with the Lord's blessing 
is enough. We ought not to be anxious about 
temporals; only let us be careful that the world 
is not a loser by us, and we need trouble no 
further. The Lord will give us enough if we are 
living by faith upon Him, and walking in com- 
munion with Him. We are all prone to be 
covetous, and it is a fearful sin. Covetousness 
is idolatry. It steals the heart from Grod, and 
sets it upon base and sordid things. It prevents 
our enjoying either temporal or spiritual bless- 
ings. A covetous man must be miserable, must 
be unholy, must be lost forever ; well may our 
dear Lord say, " Take heed, and beware of 
covETousNESs." It is sly and insinuating, it is 
deceitful and powerful; and if it once becomes 
rooted in the heart, nothing but onmipotent 
grace can root it out. Covet only the best gifts, 
spiritual blessings. " 



Great things we are not here to crave ; 
But it we food and raiment hare, 

Should learn to be therewith content: 
Into the world we nothing brought, 
Nor can we carry from it aught ; 

Then walk the way your Master went 
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OCTOBER 31. 

Call upon me in the day of trouble. Psalm L 10. 

3EP the straight path of duty, and if troubles 
me, or difficulties arise, thy God invites thee 
call upon Him. He will come to thy help, 
d bring all His boundless resources with Him. 
3 is always within call. His ear is never 
avy, that it cannot hear; His arm is not 
Drtened, that it cannot reach or save. He 
n make thy greatest troubles prove thy 
oioest blessings ; He can give thee cause to 
3SS Him through eternity, for thy sorest trials. 
I, trust Him, and fear not ! Run not to crea- 
res ; but, ^* Arise and call upon thy God." 
)ok not to others, until thou hast proved that 
3 cannot, or will not help; and that will 
ver be. His heart is too kind, His word is 
y faithful. Art thou in trouble this morning ? 
so, you have a special invitation from thy 
3d to pay Him a visit, and lay thy whole case 
fore Him ; expecting His sympathy, inter- 
rence, and blessing ; He says, " Call upon me 

THE TLME OF TROUBLE. I WILL DELIVER THEE, 
D THOU SHALT GLORIFY ME." Ho is faithful 

lo hath promised. Oh, trust Him, for sp you 
nor Him ; expect from Him, and you cannot 
disappointed. Wait for Him, and you shall 
t be ashamed. ^^ 

c 

■ -v 

Dear refuge of my weary soul, 

On ITiee, when sorrows rise, , 
On Thee, when waves of trouble io\Il,. 

Idf faintiDg hope relieai 



NOVEMBER 1. 

Thou Preserver of men. Job vii 20. 

We have neither wisdom nor strength to pre* 
serve ourselves ; we are daily liable to fall : and 
unless God preserve us we certainly shall 
Our hearts are so deceitful, our corruptions are 
so strong, and Satan is so vigilant, that we 
need look to God as our Preserver every hoar, 
and call upon Him to uphold us every moment. 
He can preserve. He doth preserve ; but only in 
the way of obedience. Except we are watchful, 
prayerful, and walking humbly with Him, we 
have no security ; we may fall into the grossest 
sins, and commit the greatest crimes. be- 
liever, never think thyself safe, but as thou art 
leaning on Jesus, calling upon thy heavenly 
Father, and cultivating communion with the 
Holy Ghost! Indeed thou art in danger; 
Satan, the world, and thy corruptions are all 
leagued against thee ; nothing but omnipotent 
grace can keep thee. Cease from man, trust 
not thy own heart ; but keep close tp thy good 
Shepherd. He is able to keep you from falling, 
and to present yoa faultless before the presence 
of His glory, with exceeding joy. *• 



Every foe must fly before Him, 

Earth and hell shall feel His power ; 

Heaven and earth with joy adore Him. 
Hail the long expected hour : 

Hallelujah I 
Jesus has almighty power. 
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NOVEMBER 2. 

They toere tempted. Heb. xi. 87. 

?HAT is, they were tried ; and the design of 
beir enemies by these trials was, to draw or 
rive them from the Lord. Their trials were 
f the most cruel kind, but they found that as 
heir day, so was their strength. Brethren, we 
hall be tempted; Satan is not dead, no, nor 
et asleep ; the world is not reconciled to god- 
iaess ; nor are we free from indwelling sin. It 
s ^ot our sin to be tempted — this is our trial ; 
)ut it is our sin if we yield. God has promised 
itrength, wisdom, and grace; and we should 
\eek these, that we may be able to withstand, 
md so overcome every trial. We may expect 
» be tempted daily, for Satan goeth about ; 
ind if at any moment we are off our guard, that 
s the time he is most likely to beset us. Let 
is keep close to Jesus the great Shepherd, of 
he sheep; let us keep our eye on our Father's 
louse; and let us aim in all things at God's 
jlory, and temptation shall not harm us. 
' Blessed is the man that endureth temptation ; 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
)f life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
;hat love Him." If the enemy come in like a 
Joofl, we may still sing — ^ 

•* His oath, His covenant, and blood, 

Support me in the sinking flood ; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
Jesus is all my hope and stay : 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand *,— 
All other ground is Bmk'mg ssaiOu 



NOVEMBER 3: 

What would ye that I should do for youf Hark z. M. 

So spake Jesus to the sons of Zebedee, and so 
He speaks to us. Beloved, have you your pe- 
tition ready this morning ? Jesus is at the pa^ 
don office ; He is on His throne of grace ; He 
is in a loving temper; He is ready to* bless. 
He says, '' Ask, what shall I give thee ?" 
Jesus ! give me sanctifying grace. Subdue my 
corruptions. Purify my heart. Make me a 
vessel of honor, meet for Thy use. Why 
should sin be allowed to work so powerfully? 
Why should Satan be permitted to have so 
much power over me ? Why should the world 
attract and lead me astray ? Lord, I would 
that thou shouldest make me holy, and make 
me useful ; fill me with Thy Holy Spirit ; write 
Thy word on my heart, and enable me to write 
out Thy precepts in my life. Saviour ! I 
would that thou shouldest make me like Thy- 
self; as meek, as humble, as diligent, as disin- 
terested, as useful to God and man. May I 
be holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners. Oh, make me shine, to the honor and 
glory of Thy free and sovereign grace. 



Holy Ghost, no more delay ; 
Come, and in Thy temple stay ; 
Now Thine inward witness bear, 
Strong, and permanent, and clear 
Source of life, Thyself impart, 
Rise eternal in my heart I 
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IjFOVEMBER 4. 

Tlhty limited the Holy One of Israel. Ps. Ixxviil 41. 

jS was Israel's sin, and has it not often been 
rs? Our God is the Holy One, and will do 
lat is most for His glory; He is the Holy 
e of Israel, and will therefore consult His 
>ple's welfare. We must not limit His wis- 
Ti, for it is infinite ; we must not limit His 
«rer, for it is omnipotent ; we must not limit 
s mercy, for it is as high as heaven and deep 
hell ; we must not limit Him to time, for He 
11 display His sovereignty. He will not be 
d to walk by our rul^s ; or be bound to keep 
r time ; but He will perform His word, 
lor our faith, and reward them that diligently 
ik Him. However tried, beware of limiting 
5 Holy One of Israel ; say not ^^ It is too 
ficult, or it is too far gone;" this was the 
lit of Martha and Mary, but Jesus convinced 
jm they were wrong. Rather say with Jona- 
in, " It may be that the Lord will work for 
; for there is no restraint to the Lord to 
ve by many or by few ;" Jonathan honored 
3 Lord by trusting Him, and the Lord honored 
uathan by giving him a victory over the ene* 
es of Israel. Exercise unlimited confidence 
Grod, for He will fulfil every pror.iise He has 
ide. 



Wide as the world is His command, 
Vast as eternity His love ; 
Firm as a rock His truth shall stand, 
When rolling years shall ceaae lo xao^^. 



NOVEMBER 5. 

Se ye alto enlarged. 2 Cor. vl 18. 



\ 



Contraction is a great evil, enlargement i0 ^ 
great blessing. We need to be enlarged in ( ^^ 
knowledge — love — hope — liberality — faith — aJ^^ 
every grace. Our God disapproves of contrtg^^ 
tion. The Apostles set a different examp]^^ 
Provision is made in the covenant to gratify ei^^ 
larged desires. The promises warrant enlarge^ ^ 
expectations. Jesus bids us ask largely. Th*--^ 
gospel calls for enlargement in prayer — benevo^^ 
lence — pity — and compassion — and in our ef^ 
forts for God's glory. Let us beware of narro^^ 
views or feelings, for the heart of God is large ;S^ 
the love of Christ is large ; the provision of mer- -^ 
cy is large ; the gospel commission is large ; 
and the mansions of glory are large. We are 
not straitened in God, nor in His gospel, but 
we are straitened in our own bowels. Jesus, 
enlarge our narrow hearts; expand our con- 
tracted souls ! Fill us with all joy and peace in 
believing, that we may abound in hope, by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. May we be full of 
goodness, able also to admonish one another. 
Oh, to be filled with the Holy Ghost and with 
power ! ^ 



With hoi J fear, and reverent love, 
I long to lie beneath Thy throne ; 

I long in Thee to live and move, 
And stay myself on Thee alone : 

Teach me to lean npon Thy breast, 

To find in Thee the promised rest, 
814 



NOVEMBER 6. 

7%€u art no more a servant^ hut a ion. GaL iv. 7. 

would have been a great mercy if Grod had 
de us His servants, after we had proved His 
mies ; but He has adopted us as His sons, 
L taken us to the bosom of His love. He is 
V our Father, and wishes us to call Him so ; 

are His children, and He wishes us to walk 
L act as such. We are not mere servants, 
refore we should not be servile ; we are sons, 
refore we should love, obey, and delight in 
i as our Father. " Beloved, now are we the 
s of God." We are delivered from bondage, 
reduced into favor, have the promise of eter- 

life, and should rejoice with joy unspeakable, 
I full of glory. It was free grace which 
>pted us ; the Holy Spirit, by the word, be- 
. us to a lively hope ; and the gospel pro- 
ims our privileges, and invites us to enjoy 
im. Let us to-day think, ''I am a son of 
d. My Father is holy. His children are holy, 
3 word is holy. He loves holiness, and com- 
.nds me to be holy ; I will therefore lift up 
' heart to Him ; seek grace from Hin ; and 
all things aim to glorify Him." f 






Pronounce me, gracious God 1 Thy son, 

Own me an heir divine : 
111 pity princes on the throne, 

\Vhen I can call Thee mine : 
Sceptres and crowns unenvied rise. 
And lose their lustre in mine eyes. 



^W 



NOVEMBEB 7. 

Oo forward, Eacodus xir. IS. 

Beloved, there is no standing still in religion; 
we are either going forward or going back. Our 
Captain's command is, " Go forward." This 
is our direction. Go forward in the Lord's 
way ; in the Lord's work ; to the Lord's king- 
dom. The command contains great encourage- 
ment. Go forward, remembering the Lord's 
wisdom ; trusting in the Lord's power ; and be- 
lieving in the Lord's love. Go forward in union 
with the Lord's people ; with zeal for His 
glory ; until summoned into your Master's pres-^ 
(Bnce. Go forward, notwithstanding dimcul 
ties, fears, and discouragements. Go forward, 
because God has bidden you ; He has promised 
to go with you ; He will crown your journey's 
end. Let us imitate ardent and holy Paul, who 
said, ** Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect ; but I follow after, 
if that I may apprehend that for which I am 
also apprehended of Christ Jesus." Let us look 
for, and hasten to the coming of the day of God. 
There is nothing behind us worth a thought, if 
compared with what is set before us by the 
gospel. 



Much in sorrow, oft in woe, 
Onward, Christian, onward go ; 
Shrink not, fear not, dare not yield, 
Never quit the battle-field : 
Forward press and win the prizes 
Then to eTdleaa ^lory lisfi. 
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NOVEMBER 8. 

A» having nothing^ and yet possessing all things, 

2 Cor. vl 10. 

The Lord's family are generally poor ; men may 
look at them as having nothing valuable, im- 
portant, or calculated to make them happy ; but 
in reality they possess all things, because God 
is theirs. Our God has said, " I am their in- 
heritance," and we say, " Thou art my portion, 
O Lord." His eternity is the date of our happi- 
ness — ^His unchangeableness, the rock of our 
rest — His omnipotence, our constant guard— 
His faithfulness, our daily security — His mer- 
cies, our overflowing store — His omniscience, 
our careful overseer — His wisdom, our judicious 
counsellor — His justice, our stern avenger — His 
omnipresence, our sweet company — His holiness, 
the fountain from which we receive sanctifying 
grace — His all-snfiiciency, the lot of our inher- 
itance — and His infinity, the extent of our glo- 
rious portion. This is the blessedness of the 
E)ople of the Lord ; they have God for their 
ord, and all His perfections engaged to make 
them blessed. love the Lord ! Live upon 
ihe Lord ! Glorify God in the day of visitation ! 
Hake Him your portion and everlasting all ! 



To us the privilege is given 
To be the sons and heirs of heaven ; 
Sons of the God who reigns on high, 
And heirs of joys beyond the sky : 
Oh, may our conduct ever pTov« 
Oar BUsd piety and love. 



NOVEMBER 9. 

Cfodt Thmi heat tauaht me from my ytnUk. 
Paalm bed 17. 

The Psalmist was called early, and he ascribes 
it to divine teaching. None but Grod can teach 
us experinnentally ; and the lessons He teaches 
are always useful and important. He teaches 
all His scholars to know themselves — their de» 
pravity, poverty, and slavery. He teaches them 
His law — its purity, claims and penalty. He 
teaches them His gospel — ^its fulness, freeness 
and suitability. He teaches them to know Hhn- 
self : as a reconciled God, as their Father and 
faithful Friend. His teaching is accompanied 
with power and authority. Are we taught of 
Grod ? We may know divine teaching by its 
effects ; it always produces humility, they sit 
at His feet ; dependence upon Him ; abhorrence 
of sin ; love to Grod as a teacher ; obedience to 
the lessons taught; thirst for further attain- 
ments ; and brings us daily to Jesus. Let us 
earnestly seek divine teaching; it preserves 
from dangers, sorrows, and snares ; and if suit- 
ably improved, it brings great glory to Grod, and 
honor to the cause of religion. Our Grod says, 
" I WILL TEACH THEE." Lord, tcach me. and 
make me entirely Thine ! 4 



Oh, let my heart be wholly Thine, 

Thy property alone ; 
No longer let me think it mineb 

Or call myself my own. 
$18 



NOVEMBER 10. 

Behoid the Lamb of God. John L 3C. 

requires a sacrifice, and the sacrifice must 
a proportion to the offence, and the dignity 
he offended ; such a sacrifice could not be 
id, but Grod condescended to provide one, 
ch was no less a person than His only- be- 
en Son. This Lamb was provided to ex- 
e and remove sin ; to honor the divine gov- 
nent, and reconcile us to Grod. Let us 
y direct our attention to the Lamb of God, 
> verily was fore-ordained before the found- 
n of the world, but was manifested in these 
times for us. He is set forth to be a pro- 
ition through faith in His blood, and to be 
daily object of our faith, desire, and affec- 
. Provided by Grod, He presented to God 
nfinite atonement ; and we have redemption 
ugh His blood, even the forgiveness of our 
. The Lamb is to be presented daily to God 
IS, in our prayers and praises ; and all our 
notations are to be founded upon what He 
srhat He has done, and what He is doing 
before the throne of God. Take off your 
ntion from all other subjects, and ^ Behold 
Lamb of God." ir 



Oast thy guilty soul on Him, 
Fiad BSm mighty to redeem; 
At His feet thy burden lay, 
Look thy doubts and fears away ; 
Now by faith the Son embrace. 
Plead His promise, trust B\a mkicA. 



NOVEMBER 11. 

laatf unto all, Watch. Mark ziu. 87. 

The hour of death is uncertain, and the second 
coming of Jesus is equally so ; therefore we are 
commanded to be always ready, and to be on the 
WATCH. His coming is the grand object of our 
hope, and should be our daily desire and prayer. 
It will be awfully grand. We are deeply inter- 
ested in it. It is certain, necessary, and will be 
sudden. "We know not the day — month — or 
year. God has purposely concealed it, in wis- 
dom, in mercy, and for our good. He com- 
mands us to AWAKE, and keep awake. To be at 
our post, and employed in our calling. In order 
to our watching we must be daily believing Je- 
sus will come ; thinking and praying to be 
found ready. "We should watch the signs of the 
times ; the workings of our own hearts ; and 
over our daily conduct. We should walk as we 
wish death or Jesus to find us ; and transact 
every business as thougli Jesus was at the door. 
Would you, beloved, wish to be found idle — 
contentious — at enmity — or murmuring — or in- 
dulging in any sin? If not, watch against 
these things ; put off the old man, and put on 
the new. 



Behold, the awful day comes on, 
When Jesus on His righteous throne 

Shall in the clouds appear : 
With solemn pomp shall bow the sky, 
And in the twinkling of an eye, 

Arraign us at His bar. 
920 



•NOVEMBER 12. 

The Lord is my helper. Heb. xiiL t. 

This is a very encouraging view of the WTost 
High Q-od. He is the helper of His people, and 
therefore it is that they are more than conquer- 
ors. Beloved, let us remember this, when called 
to perform self-denying duties, or to pass through 
great and sore troubles. We can do nothing 
right, apart from Grod ; but we can do all things 
through Christ who*strengtheneth us. He will 
help us in every distress, bring us out of every 
trouble, lead us through the world with honor, 
and land us safe on the shores of the heavenly 
Canaan ; all this is promised to every one that 
trusts in Him, waits for Him, walks with Him, 
and aims habitually to glorify Him. What 
sweet encouragement is this ; we have an om- 
nipotent HELPER, Grod in the person of His Son 
is our DELIVERER ! let US come up out of tho 
wilderness leaning on our Beloved. Let us not 
grieve His love, or dishonor His grace. Let us 
keep a clear oonscijence, maintain a holy walk, 
exercise simple faith on our covenant Grod, and 
then we may boldly say, " The Lord is my 
HELPER, I will not fear what man can do unto 



me." 



K 



To look to Jesus as He rose, 
Oonfirma my faith, disarms tbj torn ; 
Exalted on His glorious throne, 
I see Him make my cause Mis dwa; 
Then all my anxious cares sal>si4^ 
For Jesus fives, and will provide. 
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NOVEMBER 18. 

'Bpeak evil of no man. Titos iiL t. 

Speak of no man from an unholy motive, of 
with a design to injure him : this is decidedly 
wrong. We are commanded by our beloved Sa- 
viour, to love our enemies ; to do good to them 
that hate us and despitefuUy use us ; to pray 
for them and seek their salvation. If we speak 
evil of them we dishonor God, bring guilt upon 
our consciences, grieve the Spirit, and spoil our 
peace of mind. If we can indulge in detraction 
without feeling guilty and distressed, our con- 
sciences must be blinded, and our hearts har- 
dened through the deceitfulness of sin. Our 
tongues are not our own, they are bought with a 
price, and should be employed in the service of 
their proper owner. Never indulge yourselves 
in thinking evil of another, or in feelings of 
jealousy, envy, revenge, bitterness, anger, or 
malice ; for these are earthly, sensual, and devil- 
ish. How unlovely it is to hear one professor 
speaking evil of another ; the hearer speaketh 
evil of the minister ; the rich speaking contempt- 
uously of the poor, the mistress of servants; 
much more ministers of ministers Speak not 
evil one of another, brethren. ♦ 



Whene'er the angry passions rise, 

And tempt our thoughts and tongues to strilfl^ 

To Jesus let us turn our eyes, 

Bright pattern of the Christian life I 

How mild I how ready to forgive I 

Be these iherxAeaXxj 'wYsi^'^fe'^^X 
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NOVEMBER U. 

C^naider Iiow great things the Lord hath done for yon. 

1 Samuel xiL 24. 

""e are very apt to dwell upon our miseries, an J 
rget our mercies. If we are injured by man, 
>w seldom we forget it ; but if we are favored 
'' Grod, how little attention we pay to it. Let 
I this morning consider how great things the 
)rd hath done for us. He gave His Son to be 
ir ransom. He has given His Spirit to be our 
tide, and His word to be our directory. He 
lied us by grace, when we were posting to 
rdition ; wrought a change in our hearts, when 
3 were enmity against Him ; and pardoned our 
IS, when we expected to suffer His fiercest 
spleasure. He has given us faith to trust 
Lm ; promises to plead with Him ; and proofs 
His faithful regard, without number. He 
.th supplied us through all our journey, cor- 
oted our mistakes, conquered our foes, and no 
od thing hath He withheld from us. Let us 
nsider these things, and praise Him for the 
st, and trust Him for the future. He that is 
ir God, is the God of Salvation ; He hath done 
eat things for us, and He will do greater 
ings, that we may glorify Him forever. My 
ul, consider thy obligations, and give glory to 
y God. 

• 

Oh, may I De*er forget 
The mercy of my God ; 
Nor ever want a tongue to s^reoA 
His loudest praise abiooiA. 



NOVEMBER 15. 

He will be very gracious. Isaiah xxz. 19. 

We are often very miserable, always very uti* 
worthy ; but the Lord is v^ry merciful, and He 
will be very gracious. He will glorify His 
grace before angels, men, and devils, in His ex- 
ceeding kindness toward us ; therefore if a sense 
of our deep depravity and entire unworthinesa 
discourage us, let us appeal to the graoiousness 
of our God, and rely on that. '' He will bi 
very gracious unto us at the voice of our cry; 
when He shall hear it, He will answer." He 
has said that when, forsaking our evil courses, 
we return unto Him, He will prove Himself 
gracious. " Then shalt thou call, and the Lord 
shall answer ; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, 
Here I am." Yea, He will prove Himself very 
gracious, for He says, " Before they call I will 
answer ; and while they are yet speaking I will 
hear." Oh, the infinite grace of a gracious 
God ! Lord, keep it uppermost in our minds, 
and before our eyes continually ; let it be our 
encouragement under all the discoveries of de- 
pravity we make, and our comfort under all the 
trials we endure. Let us endeavor to give our 
God credit for being '' very gracious." ^ 



What from Christ my soul shall sever, 
Bound by everlasting bands ? 

Once in Him, iu Him forever, 

Thus the word of promise stands : 

None shall pluck me 
From the strength of Israel's handl 

AM 



NOVEMBER 16. 

tM ye, and depart^ for this is not your re^t. Mich, il 10. 

RE is no permanent rest for the believer on 
1 ; here briers and thorns will be with hiqi ; 
a voice is daily sounding in his ears, " Arise 
A.ND DEPART." Here you are not to loll at 
, or to idle on your journey ; here you are 
to expect to find satisfaction, for it is an 
ay's land, and you are only passing through 
> your heavenly home. If your march is 
k and your conduct scriptural, be not sur- 
d if the dogs bark at you ; they know you 
nor did they know your Master. He was 
ued, annoyed, and at last put to death 
lem ; and in agony of soul He cried out, 
gs have compassed me; the assembly of 
kicked have inclosed me ; they have pierced 
lands and my feet." Lay not up for your- 
!S treasures upon earth, where moth and 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
igh and steal; but set your affections on 
^s above, where Christ sitteth at the right 
. of God. Use the world, but do not abuse 
)ass through it, but never seek a home in it ; 
imber it is peopled by the enemies of your 



When snares and dangers line mj -vaj, 
Jesus is all my strength and stay ; 
Cheerful I'll walk the desert through, 
Nor fear what earth or hell can do : 
Jesus will ease my troubled breast^ 
And ibortlj bring my aoul to xealL 




NOVEMBER 17. 

Be ye reconciled to Ood. 2 Oor. y. 20. 

Is there anything but love between God ftn^^l 
your souls ? There ought not to be. Grod ha* 
nothing but sin. He is offended with nothing 
but sin. This we profess to hate and forsake. 
We were once enemies, but Jesus died to recon- 
cile us to Grod. We are now professedly frieads, 
but do we act towards Grod, and speak of 
Grod, as though we were His Mends? Are 
we offended at anything in Grod, or at any- 
thing done by Grod? Why should we be? 
His nature is love. His ways are all infinitely 
wise. His tender mercy is over all His works. 
He desires that we should be on the best terms 
with Him. How wonderful ! He offers a par- 
don for all our sins, grace to sanctify our na- 
tures, and heaven to receive our souls! He 

BESEECHES US TO BE RECONCILED. As thoUgh 

His tender love could not rest, as though He 
could not be happy, or content, unless we are 
friends with Him. Beloved, are you living or 
walking at a distance from God ? Is there any 
shyness between God and your soul ? God 
beseeches you by me, and I pray you in Christ's 
•tead, " Be ye reconciled to God." . 



Sprinkled now with blood the throne, 
Why beneath thy burdens groan ? 
See the curse on Jesus laid ; 
Justice owns the ransom paid : 
Bow the knee, and kiss the Son, 
Come and W£lcoh£) ^ik^eb:, qokkI 



NOVEMBER 18. 

/ mil be 08 the dew unto Israel. Hos. xiv. 5. 

Our hearts by nature are like the dry, dead, 
and barren earth ; there would be neither life, 
beauty, nor fruit, but for the grace of God. And 
even after regeneration, we are as much de- 
pendant upon Grod, as the earth in the east is 
dependant upon the dew. If there be no dew, 
there will be no fruit, and if there be no grace, 
there will be no real religion. But our God 
has said, "I will be as the dew unto Is- 
rael." What the dew is to the earth, God 
will be unto His people. Does the dew cool 
and refresh the earth ? So will the Lord cool 
and refresh our souls with the sense of His 
love and the tokens of His favor. Does the 
dew soften and break the clods of the valley ? 
Bo will our God soften and dissolve our hard 
and impenitent hearts. Does the dew prepare 
the ground for the seed, and cause the same to 
vegetate and grow ? So will our God prepare 
our hearts to receive the word, and cause it to 
grow and bring forth fruit. Does the dew fall in- 
sensibly, and in the evening, when most needed ? 
So will our God come unto us, when we most 
need His quickening and fructifying operations. 

< 

I Come, Holy Ghost, as heavenly dew, 

f My paroied soul reyive ; 

The former mercies now renew, 
Quicken and bid me live : 

Thy fertilizing power impart, 

And sanctify my barren beact. 



NOVEMBER 21. 

My peace I give unto you, John xiv. 2*1. 

Peace is an invaluable blessing, it is the gift of 
Jesus. None but believers know the sweetnes^ 
of the peace He bestows. He made it by shed'^ 
ding His blood. He proclaims it in the ever*^ 
lasting gospel. He bestows it upon us when w^ 
believe, and it is enjoyed in the heart under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. It is peace 
with God. A peaceful conscience. The be- 
ginning of heaven in the soul. He gives it 
oft^n when in the midst of trouble; and it 
makes every burden light, every trouble less, 
and the sinner happy in every situation. 
Jesus! give us thy peace this morning! Let 
it reign and rule in our hearts this day. 
Believer, look only to Jesus for peace, for 
" He is our peace." Believe His word, receive 
His atonement, trust in His perfect work, aim 
to show forth His praise, and peace which 
p*sseth all understanding shall fill your mind. 
Let it be your daily prayer, that you may enjoy 
this peace in death ; for then you will die 
h»ppy, honorably, and safely. Seek it as a 
g»«t of grace, and you shall enjoy it to the 
b«^or of God. • 



Close to my Saviour's bloody tree, 
My soul untired shall ever cleave ; 

Both scourged and crucified for me, 
With Christ resolved to die and live ; 

My prayer, my grand ambition this, 

Living and dying to be His. 
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NOVEMBER 22. 

IvkU correct you in measure. Jer. zxz. 11. 

Sm procures correction, and love sends it. 
Every child is chastened, because every child 
sins. But though we are corrected for sin, yet 
not according to the desert of sin. Our Father 
chastens us in measure, not in wrath, but in 
love ; not to destroy, but to save us. There 
is no wrath in His heart, for He has sworn that 
He will not be wroth with us; yet He will 
visit our sins with the rod, and our iniquities 
with stripes. He is reconciled to our persons, 
but not to our follies; therefore He says, "As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be 
zealous therefore and repent." Let us not de- 
spise His chastening, nor faint when we are 
rebuked of Him ; for it is the common lot of all 
His children, and if it drives us to Him, and 
humbles us at His feet, it is evidently sent in 
love. It is a painful blessing ; a mercy sent to 
purify and cleanse us. If we sin and are not 
chastened, our sonship is questionable ; for 
what son is he whom his father chasteneth not ? 
But if we are chastened, Grod dealeth with us as 
with sons; and our sufferings are the fulfilment 
hi His promise. , 



Though ten thousand ills beset thee, 
From without and from within, 

Jesus saith, He'll ne*er forget thee, 
But will save from hell and sin : 

He is faithful 
To perform His precious word. 



1 

NOVEMBER 23. 

Open thy mouih vnde, and IwllJUl it. Psabn lanrxi 10. 

The word of God affords all possible encoui 
agement to earnest, fervent prayer ; men oughi 
always to pray, and not to faint. Believ*-^^ 
ers should ask all they want of God as theit^^ 
heavenly Father; they should ask of Him 
because He has bidden them, and expect to 
receive because He is faithful. Are our wants 
many this morning? Our God bids us open 
our mouths wide, and promises to fill them. 
We should ask largely, for God considers Him- 
self honored when we ask for much, and expect 
much. He rejoices over us- to do us good. He 
looks upon us as His dear children, and pledges 
Himself to give all that we want, or can use to 
His glory. Let us then ask for a supply of 
every want; let us continue to plead His 
largest promises ; and let us continue to plead 
in the name of Jesus until we receive. Our 
God heareth prayer : and if we, being evil, 
know how to give good things unto our chil- 
dren, much more will our heavenly Father give 
good things unto them that ask Him. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto a throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find graco , 



Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring ; 
For His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much : 
He Himself has bid thee pray. 
Therefore ^vill not say thee nay. 
832 



NOVEMBER 24. 

IwUl 9ee ymi again. John zyL 22. 

The presence of Jesus is the happiness of His 
people; when He is present manifesting His 
love, we are filled with joy and peace ; but when 
He hides His face we are troubled. Nor is it 
any wonder, for then generally, Satan comes 
in with his temptations; our corruptions rise 
and trouble us; and for a time everything 
seems to be against us. But if Jesus hath once 
Visited, He will come again ; and He will man- 
ifest Hunself unto us as He doth not unto the 
world. In every season of desertion and dark- 
ness, let us plead this precious promise given 
as by our adorable Lord ; He sympathizes with 
as, and says, " Ye now therefore have sorrow ; 
but I WILL SEE YOU AGAIN, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from 
you." Precious Lord Jesus, let us this day 
enjoy Thy presence and Thy love ; come and 
visit us, or rather, come and take up thy abode 
with us, to leave us no more forever. Our 
souls thirst for Thee; we long to enjoy Thy 
love, as we have done in days that are gone by. 
Oh, manifest Thyself unto us this day, and unite 
us closer than ever unto Thyself ! • 



Then let us sit beneath His cross, 

And gladly catch the healing stream ; 

All things for Him account but dross, 
And give up all our hearts to Him ; 

Of nothing think or speak beside ; 

My Lord, my love, b cruci&ed. 



NOVEMBER 26. \ 

i 

I trust in Thy v/oreL Psalm czix 42. 

It is unsafe and improper to trust our feelin^^ 
or fancies ; to listen to suggestions, or judge bjr^ 
appearances; the Christian's guide is &od'^^ 
word, and this should be the object of His trust. 
If we cannot take God's word and depend upon 
it, what can we trust? It is true; on all ne- 
cessary points plain; it has been tried and 
always found faithful. We should believe it, 
rely on it, plead it, expect its fulfilment, and 
comfort ourselves with it ; especially when sur- 
rounded with difficulties, when in darkness or 
filled with forebodings, because God delays and 
our prayers are not answered. Trusting in God's 
faithful word will bring peace to the mind, ex- 
pnerience to the soul, and deliverance in every 
time of trouble : if we trust God's word we may 
be confident, for our supply is certain. Trust- 
ing a naked promise is difficult, but it is attain- 
able, and truly desirable. The promise is God's 
bond, and is intended to set our minds at rest ; 
if we trust it calmly and implicitly, we shall en- 
joy peace, quietness, and confidence. Trusting 
Crod's word, we need fear no foe, or dreac any 
trouble ; ail is safe, and safe forever. , 

In Thee, O Lord, I put my trust ; 

Miifhty, and merciful, and just, i 

1 hy faithful word I prove : 
1 hou canst. Thou wilt my helper be ; 
Mv confidence is all in Thee, 

1 he faithful God of love. 
w4 



NOVEMBER 26. 

' Ah heir of God, through Chritt, Gal iv. 7. 

By nature we are children of wrath; but union 
to Jesus exalts us to the highest pitch of honor 
and happiness. All our mercies flow through 
Jesus ; we must ever look to Him as the me- 
dium of access to God, and of union with God. 
If we are one with Jesus, we are heirs of God ; 
to us He has willed all the riches of grace, and 
all the riches of glory. The testament is made 
and sealed, and all is secured to us by the oath 
of God, and the blood of our dear Saviour. Oh, 
what an honor ! To be the heirs of God ! To 
possess and enjoy throughout eternity all that 
God can impart ! Unutterable grace ! We 
have enough secured to us while on earth ; and 
we shall be put into full possession at the res- 
urrection. Let us then ascertain beyond a 
doubt, that we are the sons of God; that wo 
have received the spirit of adoption; that we 
are united to Jesus ; and daily walk with God. 
Let us live expecting the day when we shall be 
put in possession, and preparing for that glorious 
event. Let us walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith we are called, with all lowliness and 
Sleekness, watching unto prayer. . 



Let earth no more my heart divide 
With Christ may I be crucified ; 

To Th^e with my whole soul aspire ; 
Bead to the world and all its toys, 
To idle pomp, and fading joys, 

Be Thou alone my one desire I 



NOVEMBER 2l 

Imn the Good Shepherd, Jdin z. 11. 

Brloved, are you in the fold of Jesus? Ai^ 
you numbered with His sheep ? Are you feed- 
ing and resting among them? Jesus presents 
Himself to us this morning, in a very lovely 
character; He says, "I am the Good Shep- 
herd." There is no other shepherd so good or 
so great as He. He has the tenderest affection 
for His flock. He affords them His powerftd 
protection. He finds them plenty and suitable 
provision. He gave His life to redeem them. 
He sends His Spirit to sanctify them. He is 

Preparing a place in heaven to receive them* 
le will eternally dwell among them and bless 
them. Oh, how great is his goodness ! He is 
indeed abundant in goodness and truth. He 
says, " My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me ; and I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no one is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand. I and my Father are one.'* 
What glorious security ! What honor is con- 
ferred on the flock of Jesus ! Good Shepherd, 
keep us near Thyself. Never let us wander, no, 
not for a moment ; but may we be always de« 
lighted with Thy love. * 

The least, the feeblest of the sheep, 

To Him the Father gave ; 
Kind is His heart the diarge to keep^ 

And strong His arm to save. 



NOVEMBER 28. 

I%e day shall declare it, 1 Cor. iil 18. 

day referred to is the day when the Jborcl 
3 shall be revealed from heaven in flaming 
when the dead shall be raised, and the 
ment commence. Oh, what a day will that 
Then every covering shall be removed, 
3very secret exposed. It will be a reveal- 
lay — a convincing day — a confirming day 
condemning day — a justifying day. Then 
notives will all be discovered, and our in- 
>ns laid bare. Hypocrisy will be con- 
led, and deception punished. beloved, 
3 live as having that day before us ; let us 
s though persuaded that then all will be 
vered. Are we sincere ? — the day will de-^. 
it. Are we aiming at God's glory, or self- 
ation ? — the day will declare it. Are we 
icting our business on Christian, or worldly 
iples ? — the day will declare it. Are we 
jt and humble ? — the day will declare it. 
r profession from principle, from faith in, 
iove to Jesus? — the day will declare it. 
lat that day may declare that we are hum- 
Loly, watchful, diligent disciples of the Lord 



Before me place in dread array 
The pomp of that tremendous day, 

When Thou with clouds shalt come 
To judge the nations at Thy bar ; 
And teU me, Lord, shall I be there, 

To meet a joyful doom ) 



NOVEMBER 29. 

IwrM tnentum the loving -kindnene* of the Loifd, 

Isaiah IzuL 7 



\ 



What subject so suited as this to engage tb^j, 
thoughts, fill the memory, and flow from th^^ 
lips of the Lord's people ? Let us mention th^^ 
provision made for all His poor, for all theit^ 
wants; the promises given to all His people, ^ 
comprehending all their desires ; the prayers 
answered in all times of trial, granting relief 
and defence. Let us mention the loving-kind- 
ness of the Lord to those who are seeking Him, 
it will encourage them ; to those who are com- 
plaining, it may silence them ; to those who are 
tempted, it will support them ; to those who 
have backslidden, it will convince, and perhaps 
restore them. Let us speak of His kindness to 
ourselves, to check murmuring, produce grati- 
tude, and raise hope. Let us mention the loving- 
kindness of the Lord, at the Lord's throne, in 
pleading and intercession ; in prayer and expos- 
tulation ; in praise and thanksgiving. Let ua 
often speak one to another, and let this be our 
daily subject, '' The loving-kindnesses of the 
Lord." This will comfort, strengthen, ^and 
sanctify our minds ; it will bring us peace. • 



We'll speak of all He did, and said, 
And suffer'd for us here below ; 
The path He mark'd for us to tread, 
And what He's doing for us now ; 
Discarding every worldly theme, 
Our conversation fill'd with Him. 



9 
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NOVEMBER 30. ' 

Setum unto thy restj my sotd. Ps. cxvL *}. 

3RE is no rest for the Christian but at the 
: of Jesus ; when we live near to Him, and 
rcise our faith upon Him, we are at rest, 
iscience is silent, or commends us. The 
' has nothing to say against us. The world 

but little influence over us. Satan is weak, 
I cannot overcome us. But if we wander we 
ome weak, we lose our courage ; and dark- 
s, perplexity, and trouble, frequently fill our 
ids. But we MAY return, for Jesus is still 
iting us ; we must return, or we cannot enjoy 
ce ; let us therefore return unto our rest this 
rning. Jesus ! we come to Thee ! Re- 
ire Thy wandering sheep, restore unto us the 

of thy salvation, and let us find rest at Thy 
3S. Oh, to rest on Thy faithful word, with 
Y faithful people. To rest from slavish fear, 
rldly care, and distressing anxiety ; to rest 
rhy boundless love, satisfied with the dispen- 
lons of Thy special providence. Return, re- 
n, my soul, from all thy wanderings, and find 

rest in Jesus ; thy faithful Friend and Sa- 
iir. Sweet assurance, "He will receive ua 
oiously." 



Indulge me, Lord, in that repose, 
Which only he who loves Thee knows : 
Lodged in Thine arms, I fear no more 
The tempest's howl, the billow's roar : 
Those storms must shake th' Almighty's seati 
Which violate the sainta* TetTQa\K 



DECEMBER 1. 

The Lord God Omnipotent reigrutk. Bj&v, inc. 6. 



\ 



Our Grod is the author of all good, the only ob^^ 
ject of religious worship and fear, the infinite^ 
all-controlling Being. He can do all things, anc^^ 
do all things with ease — swiftness — certainty- 
and precision. He is on the throne, — His reign 
is merciful — just — glorious. He reigns univer- 
sally over every empire — kingdom — state — ^par- 
ish — person — thing. Everything that takes 
place is either appointed or permitted by Him. 
Everything is overruled ; for nothing escapes 
His notice — frustrates His purpose — or disor- 
ganizes His plan. All things are tributary, and 
bring honor to His name. Does the Lord God 
Omnipotent reign ? — ^then let us fear to offend 
Him ; aim to please Him well in all things ; 
trust in and rely on Him ; call upon and prove 
Him ; live in the daily remembrance of His 
^eign ; this will conquer fear — prevent sins — 
strengthen faith — nourish all the graces of the 
Spirit — and inspirit us in our obedience. If 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, be sure He 
will take care of His children. He will man- 
age all their affairs. He will secure their best 
interests. 



Behold the King of Zion rise 
To endless glory in the skies ! 
Hail, Fount of blessings ! — placed -o Thee^ 
Our life, our strength, our all, we see : 
While in thy God thy joys endure, 
In Thee our blesshigs test %ecvire. 
840 



DECEMBER 2. 

JVom tkU da^ will I bleu yau. Hag. iL 19. 

IT day? The day we begin to seek the 

1. The day we decide to be on the Lord's 

The day we publicly and honestly pro- 

Him. The day we heartily engage in His 
k. The day we retorn from backsliding, 
repent of our sin before Him. The day wo 
tify ourselves with His people in heart and 
. What does the Lord promise ? To bless 
He will bless our temporal mercies ; He will 
s our trials ; He will bless our labors ; He 
bless our families ; He will bless our souls ; 
will bless us with light — ^liberty — strength 
3ace — contentment — ^and success. Beloved, 
IS be decided for the Lord, and always walk 
lis ways. Expect His blessing, for He has 
n you His word, and confirmed it with a 
mn oath. Be diligent in the use of all 
ns. Constantly look to Jesus as the only 
ium through which all blessings flow. Plead 
precious promise before thy Grod this morn- 

and many times to-day; yea, and every 
; so shall thy peace be like a river, and thy 
teousness as the waves of the sea. He will 
s thee, and thou shalt be a blessing. . 



Then let no care perplex me. now ; 
My only wish ana care be ITiou, 

Be Thou niy sole delight ; 
Bid every sigh of rising thought, 
And every pant of breath go out 

For Jesus day and night. 



DECEfifBER 8. 

Believe the Lord yaut Odd, 2 Chroo. zz. M 

The proper object of faith is God in Christ, n 
God as the God of natare. In Christ He 
gracious unto us, ever with us ; ready to h( 
us ; and takes pleasure in us. He is our coi 
nant God, all-sufficient, and ever propitioi 
We should believe in His word, which is tr 
and faithful ; in His presence, for He will ney 
turn away from us ; in His power, for nothi 
is too hard for Him ; in His character, which 1 
will never allow to be dishonored ; and in i 
faithfulness, which is like the great mountaii 
and abideth forever. We should believe in Qi 
though men rise up against us ; though Sat 
worry and distress us ; though doubts and fef 
arise within us. We should believe in God, i 
strength to perform duty; deliverance out 
every difficulty; and for courage in every oc 
flict. Believing in God will produce contei 
ment, zeal, and humility. Let us have fai 
from God ; it is a gift which He is willing 
bestow, and let us have faith in God, it is 
exercise which He requires and apprcves. 
the Son of man were to come would He fi 
faith in our hearts ? Saviour ! — - 



Let us trust Thee evermore ; 
Every moment on Thee call, 
For new hfe, new will, new power ; 
Let us trust Thee, Lord, for all ! 
May we nothing know beside 
Jesus, and Him crucified 1 
S42 ^ 



DECEMBER 4. 

/mil go in the strength qf the Lord God. Psalm IxxL 10. 

OuH own weakness would dismay us, but God'a 
strength is offered to us ; in His light we see, 
and in His strength we work. We have duties 
to perform, difficulties to encounter, and foes tc 
overcome ; let us therefore go in the strength of 
the Lord. It is promised to us and may be re- 
ceived by us ; we must ask it of God, we must 
expect it in faith, and go forth believing that He 
is faithful who hath promised. Never let us at- 
tempt anything in our own strength ; if we do, 
we shall be sure to fail ; let us first take up 
God's promise, rely on His veracity, and so go 
forth to duty, conflict, and danger. Then the 
oattle is not ours, but the Lord's ; then we are 
lure of success, succor, and victory. The Lord 
ivill then be our strength and song ; our refuge 
iind certain salvation. His strength is made 
perfect in weakness, and His grace is glorified 
in the unworthy. Let us not fear, let us not 
loiter, let us not despond, but let us go in the 
strength of the Lord, and we shall be more than 
conquerors. He giveth courage to the faint, 
and to those who have no might He increaseth 
strength. 



I know the God in whom I trust, 

The arm on which I lean ; 
He will my Saviour ever be, 

Who has my Saviour been : 
Strong in His strength my foes I fac6^ 
Assured of victory thio\:L^B3^ ^«>o^ 

-I 



DECEMBER 5. 

OrtaU in me a dean heart, Ood. Psalm ii 1(^. 

Such a prayer implies a conviction cf sin, a 
sense of pollution, a desire for holiness, a knowl- 
edge of weakness, grief for inconstancy, and the 
possession of true wisdom. It is the prayer of 
every Christian ; let it be our prayer this day ; 
let us lift up our hearts and voices to our God, 
and cry, *' Remove guilt and pollution, produce 
purity and peace in our hearts. Cleanse us by 
Thy word, the blood of Jesus, and the influence 
of the Holy Spirit." Purity of heart can only 
be produced by God ; it enters into the very es- 
sence of religion ; we cannot be godly except 
we are holy. If we love sin, if we can indulge 
in sin, or if a sense of having sinned does not 
pain us, and cause us to adopt this prayer, our 
religion is spurious, we are destitute of the 
power of godliness. No real Christian can live 
in sin. He is called to holiness. He is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. Holiness is his ele- 
ment and health. His God says, '' Be holy, for 
I am holy :'■ and he cries, '' Create in me a 
clean heart, God." Let us be holy in all 
manner of conversation, looking for and hasting 
to the coming of Jesus. , 



Supreme High Priest, the pilgrim's light, 

My heart for Thee prepare ; 
Thine image stamp, and deeply writ« 

Thy superscription there . 
Ah, let my forehead bear Thy seal, 
My heart the inward witness feel 

U4 4 
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DECEMBER 6. 

And delivered Just Lot 2 I dter il 7. 

Lot was a godly man, justified before God 1 
faith, and justified before man by his go 
works. But he was a weak man. He chose 
dwell in Sodom because it was a wealthy plac 
he aimed at a fortune, but he was vexed ai 
grieved daily, by seeing and hearing of the u 
riofhteous deeds of his neiorhbors. His childn 
married into the world, and were ruined ; ai 
he himself, though delivered by a gracious ai 
faithful Grod, suffered severely. His sons ai 
their wives perished in Sodom ; his own wi 
was made an example of on the plain ; he w 
hurried away without a solitary servant, or ai 
property of importance ; and had to take up 1: 
dwelling in a cave. See the folly of being I 
by appearances ; let not the heart follow the ey 
See also the certainty of being chastened for s 
— just Lot could not escape ; the faithfulness 
divine love towards its wayward children ; ai 
the importance of being distinct from the worl 
The Christian in the world is like Lot in Sodoi 
and if he choose his place from the same m 
tives, the Lord may deal with him after t 
same rule. 



Oh 1 to be brought to Jesus' feet, 
Though sorrows fix me there, 

Is still a privilege ; and sweet 
The eDergiea of |)rayer, 

Though sighs and tears its language \>e, 

Jf Christ he nish and smile on m.e. 



DECEMBER 1. 

Catt not away therefore your confidence, 
Heb. X. 86. 

Every believer is confident that Jesus Christ if 
the Messiah, the sent pi God ; that He is the 
only Saviour, and the eternal God. He is confi- 
dent that heaven is promised to all true believers, 
and is certain to all holy disciples. He gives 
credit to God's word, which reveals the same, is 
fully satisfied of its truth, and finds courage and 
boldness to profess the same. His confidence be- 
ing produced by the Holy Spirit, and grounded 
on the divine word, will lead him to commit his 
all to the divine blessing ; to surrender all to the 
divine will ; to part with all in Christ's quarrel ; 
and to rest on the word and veracity of the Lord 
Jesus. His confidence will often be assailed and 
sharply tried ; but it must be maintained, for 
we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold fast 
the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the 
end. It has great recompense of reward, in the 
present life a hundred-fold, for all it parts with 
for Christ ; and in the world to come life ever- 
lasting. Beloved, let us hold fast our ccnfidence 
and rejoicing of hope firm unto the end. • 



Protect me in the dangerous hour, 
And from the wily tempter's power, 

Oh, set my spirit free I 
And if temptation should assail, 
May mighty grace o'er all prevail. 

And lead my heart to Thee. 



M6 



DECEMBER 8. 

I rejoice in Thy salvation. 1 Sam. u. 1. 

God's salvation is a deliverance from the worst 
of evils, of freest grace, for the best of purposes. 
He saves the poor and needy, the guilty and dis- 
tressed, who call upon Him, and believe in Him. 
And we who have obtained mercy, should with 
Hannah rejoice in Grod's salvation, as those who 
have received an invaluable favor ; as those who 
are laid under, and are ready to acknowledge 
our infinite obligations. Salvation is the proper 
source of our joy and rejoicing ; and while some 
rejoice in property, some in power, and some in 
earthly prospects, let us rejoice in the salvation 
of our God. It is a cause for rejoicing in sick- 
ness and health, in poverty and plenty, in life 
and in death. Although the fig-tree should not 
blossom, neither should fruit be in the vines; 
though the labor of the olive should fail, and the 
fields should yield no meat; though the flock 
shpuld be cut off from the fold, and. there be no 
herd in the stalls : yet we may rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of our salvation : for 
not one thing shall fail of all that He hath spoken. 
Delightful truth, " Salvation is of the Lord!" ^ 

Join, heaven and earth, to bless 
The Lord our righteousness ; 
In Him I will rejoice. 
With cheerful heait and voice : 
In Him complete I shine • 
His life and death are mine. 



DECEMBER 9. 

Walk in low, Eph. t. 2. 

Religion is love ; the love of God shed abroad 
in the heart, transforming our nature into love 
The blessing is bestowed to be exhibited; we 
are to let our light shine, and walk in love. 
Under the influence of love to God, for His 
mercy towards us ; and love to man for God's 
sake. By the rule of love, doing unto others as 
we would they should do unto us. Seeking 
their spiritual and eternal welfare. Letting it 
be clearly seen, that we indulge no envy, jeal- 
ousy, malice, or ill-will in our hearts against 
any ; but that we wish them well, and desire to 
promote their best interests in any way we can. 
Love should run through the whole of our ac- 
tions, and be the ruling motive in our souls. 
God acts towards us from love. The Holy 
Spirit is the Spirit of love ; and love is the 
brightest and surest evidence of regeneration. 
Let us not be satisfied to feel that we love, but 
let us manifest it ; let us '' walk in love ;" this 
is the way to be happy, useful, and honorable. 
Bitterness, wrath, censoriousness, and selfish- 
ness, proves that we are under sin ; but love is 
of God ; and he that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God. . 

May I from every act abstain, 
That hurts or gives ray brother pain : 
Nay, every secret wish suppress, 
That would abridcje his happiness ; 
And thus may I Thy follower prove, 
Great Prince of peace, great God of iove 
848 



DECEMBER lO. 

Veitker prai/ Tfor these alone : but for them also which sliall' 

believe on me, John xvU. 20. 

Beloved, when Jesus was praying for His dis- 
ciples, He prayed for us ; His prayer extended 
to all who believe, however fearful, weak, and 
timid. He prayed that we may be one with 
Himself; one with His church, as members of 
the same body, children of the same family, heirs 
of the same inheritance, and parts of the same 
spiritual temple. He prayed that we may be so 
one as the Father is one with Him, and as He is 
one with the Father; that we may have the, 
same love influencing us ; the same object always 
in view; and may exhibit the same virtues. 
What glorious privileges our Saviour here prays 
that we may enjoy ! What honors He seeks for 
us ! What unspeakable blessedness ! Think of 
being one with God ; one with God as Jesus is ; 
one with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To 
be of one mind, one will, and, as it. were, of one 
soul. Gracious, gracious Lord, hasten on the 
time when this all-comprehending prayer shall be 
fully answered in our experience ! Let us, be- 
loved, daily pray for this blessing ; nothing can 
be greater, sweeter, or more important. . 

Thy revealing Spirit give, 
Whom the world catinot receive : 
Fill me with Thy Father's love ; 
Never from my soul remove ; 
Dwell in me, and I shall be 
Thine through all eternity. 



DECEMBER 11. 

Why do9t l%au itrive againd SRmt Jch zzzSL 18. 

A BELfEVER strive against his God ! Yes, it ii 
sometimes the case ; he may strive against som6 
of the doctrines of His word; or, against som9 
of the dispensations of His providence ; or, 
against some of the commands He has issued!. 
But why dost thou strive against Him? Hisr 
wisdom is infinite. His love is unchangeable. 
His ways are all righteous. His methods may 
be mysterious, and His dispensations trying ; 
but His designs are all gracious and good. It 
ds your duty to submit and be still. It is your 
privilege to believe and trust. It is rebellion 
and treason to strive against Him, for He giveth 
not account of any of His matters. It is the 
glory of God to conceal a thing. He is not ac- 
countable to any. He will not be questioned by 
the curious, or called to an account by the proud. 
He demands our acquiescence on the ground of 
His perfections, promises, and word. He will 
make all clear and plain to us by-and-bye, and 
then we shall know as we are known, and be 
perfectly satisfied. He says, " Be still, and know 
that I am God." " Be silent, O all flesh, before 
the Lord." • 

i 

Oh I let me live of Thee possess' d, 
In weakness, weariness, and pain I 
The anguish of my laboring breast, 
The daily cross I still sustain, 
For Him that languish'd on the tree, 
But lived, before He died for me, 

9M 



DECEMBER 12. 
Et U ike Saviour of the body, Ephea. ▼. 28. 

Thb church is the body of Christ. Jesus and 
His people are one. They are His elect whom 
He hath chosen; His seed which He hath be-' 
gotten ; His portion which He hath received ; 
His delight and glory, in which He constantly 
rejoices. He saves them by substitution; He 
took their place, their obligations, and their sins. 
He saves them by communication ; giving them 
grace and His Holy Spirit, with every spiritual 
blessing. He saves them by instruction; for 
they are all taught of God. He saves them by 
separation; bringing them out of, and delivering 
them from this present evil world. He saves 
them by visitations ; He grants them life and 
favor, and His visitations preserve their spirits. 
He saves them by translation ; first out of the 
kingdom of Satan, into His kingdom of grace ; 
and then out of the present world into His king- 
dom of glory. He saves them to display His 
perfections ; confound His foes ; exalt His name ; 
satisfy His love ; and from sympathy with them. 
All who are saved form part of His body. Sal* 
vation is entirely of God. What happiness to 
be saved thus ! . 
' ■« 

Joyful truth, He bore transgression 

In His body on the cross ; 
Through His blood there's fuU remissioa; 

All for Him we count but loss : 
Jesus for the sinner bleeds, 
Nothing more the sinner needs. 



DECEMBER 19. 

Atk what I shall give thee. 1 Kings iil & 

We are not straitened in our God; He h«* 
boundless resources, and is constantly caliioS 
^lpon us to ask and receive. What do we waO^ 
this morning? Is it not more holiness? VJ^ 
want our understandings enlightened, our will^ 
brought into perfect conformity to the will o€ 
God, and our affections fixed on holy and heaV^ 
enly things. Let us agree to ask these things ov 
our God. He will give freely, cheerfully, emS- 
plentifully. Let us ask as Solomon did, wisdom^ 
even that wisdom which cometh from above, 
which is pure, peaceable, easy to be entreatedi 
full of mercy and good fruits. This wisdom 
will guide our hearts and direct our ways; it 
will lead us safely to a city of habitations ; it will 
lead us to do God's will with pleasure, prompt- 
ness, and delight. It will make us wise to 
escape from Satan's snares, to avoid temptation, 
and do good unto all men. How important is 
this wisdom ! How necessary for us ! WeU, 
Jesus stands before us this morning, saying, 
" Ask what I shall give thee :" in Him dweU- 
eth all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
and every one that asketh receiveth. 

sovereign Love, to Thee I cry ; 
Give me Thyself, or else I die ; 
Save me from death, from hell set free,«- 
Death, hell, are but the want of Thee : 
My life, my crown, my heaven Thou art ! 
Oh, may I find Thee in my heart I 

$59 



DECEMBER 14 

The author and finisher ofourfaiih, 
Heb. zii 2. 

AxL Christians have faith, but some of us have 
bat little faith. He who gave us what we have 
can increase it; and He will if we apply to 
Him, plead with Him, and wait upon Him. 
We need more faith, to enable us to escape the 
many dangers that are in our path ; to do and 
suffer the Lord's will with patience ; to hold fast 
the faithful word which we have been taught ; 
to grow in grace and holiness; to exercise 
forgiving love towards- those who have grieved, 
offended," or injured us; and to honor God, by 
believing His promise — ^trusting His providence 
— expecting His interference — ^being active in 
His serviee — and -leaving our concerns in His 
hands, to be arranged, directed, and brought 
to pass. We are encouraged to pray for more 
faith, by the nature of the request, and the de- 
sign with which we ask it — by the promises 
which God has given — by the precepts of His 
holy gospel — ^by the examples of faith set be- 
fore us in the word — by the well-known char- 
acter of our God — and by the blessed results 
which must follow from having such a prayer 
answered. 



Author of feitb, I seek Thy face, 
The work of faith in me fulfil ; 
Confirm and strengthen me in grace, 
To do and suifer all Thy will : 
From hell, the world, and sin secare^ 
And make me in my goings »\tt«. 



DECEMBER 15. 

Make your ealUng and deetion »tre, 2 Pet l 10. 

Put your religion beyond a doubt: let \i\et^ 
be no reason to question whether you curc^ 
sincere or not. Calling separates us from 
sin, Satan, and the world ; to holiness, Christ, 
and the church. Election is the root of call- 
ing; it is God's choice of us from others — in 
Christ — by grace — to holiness — for His glory. 
We know our election of God, by our being 
led to choose Christ, holiness, and heaven; to 
choose them, freely — heartily — and habitually. 
If we thus choose them, we shall use every 
means to obtain them. We know that we are 
called of God, by our calling upon God, secretly 
— heartily — constantly — for holiness — ^salvation 
— ^and fellowship with Himself. When we thus 
call on God we carefully avoid all evil, and fol- 
low after everything that is good. Let us give 
all diligence to know our election, for it is worth 
all the pains we can take, or the time we spend. 
Let us follow on to know the Lord — give up 
ourselves entirely to God — exercise ourselves 
unto godliness — seek the witness, earnest, and 
sealing of the Spirit, and cleave unto God with 
full purpose of heart. 



Nothing is worth a thought beneath, 
But how I may escape the death 

That never, never dies ! 
How make mine own election sure, 
And, when I fail on earth, secure 

^ mansion in the skies ! 



DECEMBER 16. 

The righteous shall hold on his way. Job xvil 9. 

The way to the kingdom is rough and ruggedi 
our strength is often small, and our fears are 
very many. But if we are justified by grace, 
sanctified by the Spirit of truth, and pursue a 
consistent course, there is no doubt of our safe 
arrival at our Father's house ; for " the right- 
eous shall hold on his way, and he that hath 
clean hands shall wax stronger and stronger." 
The true believer shall hold on, for the promise 
of God secures him ; the fulness of Christ sup- 
plies him ; the Spirit of grace influences him ; 
the new nature urges him; occasional love- 
tokens encourage him ; and attachment to the 
Lord and His people prevents him forsaking 
the right ways of the Most High. Beloved, 
let us be concerned to have a blameless con- 
versation ; let us live near to and walk with 
Jesus, then our graces will flourish ; we shall 
become rooted in Christ; our daily conquests 
will give us courage ; and our God will give as 
He hath promised, even grace and glory. It 
is not for us to be timid; it is not for the 
righteous to despond, for he shall hold on 
HIS WAY. " They go from strength to strength : 
every one of them in Zion appeareth before 
God." ^ 

Th^ may on the maia of temptation be tost, 

Tneir troubles may swell like the sea; 
But none of the ransom'd shall ever be loat 



Tl 8 righteoQS shall hold onbia-TTaY. 



t»& 
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DECEMBER 17. 

Let the word of Ckritt dwell in you richly. 
CoL iii. 16. 

The word which Jesus preached, or the wor^B 
which His servants \\Tote, the whole word ot 
God, is the word of Jesus. Believer, look at^ 
your Bible as containing the word of your best 
Friend — bloving Saviour — and final Judge. Let 
it find a home in your memories — affections — 
and hearts. Let it keep house, ruling — feeding 
— and directing your souls. Let it dwell in 
you plentifully, and know how to apply the dif- 
ferent portions to different persons, and different 
cases. Let it dwell in you richly, that you may 
have that to plead in prayer which God will 
notice — approve — and accept ; to form — guide 
— and preserve your judgments ; to curb— bound 
— and regulate your desires ; to raise— confirm — 
and direct your expectations; to silence — en- 
lighten — and purify conscience ; to enable you 
to resist and overcome Satan ; that you may bo 
able to reprove sin, and speak a word in season 
to the weary. Let the word of Christ have the 
best room in your souls; let it be your daily 
meditation — food — and directory. "Let the 
WORD OF Christ dwell in you richlv in all 

WISDOM." • 

Still let Thy wisdom be my guide, 
Nor take Thy light from me away ; 
Still with me let Tliy grace abide. 
That I from Thee may never stray : 
Let Tliy word richly in me dwell. 
Inspiring me tc do Thy will 
856 \f 



DECEMBER 18. 

They are enemiex of the cross of Christ. 
PhiL iiL 18. 

The cross of Christ is the Christian's glory; 
and"few things would give him more pain, than 
to be considered its enemy. It embraces the 
whole doctrine of salvation by grace ; and is 
viewed by the Christian, as the foundation of 
his hope, and the object of his faith ; as the end 
of the law, and the antidote of misery ; as the 
centre of truth, and subject of the church's 
song ; as mercy's sceptre, and the Saviour's 
throne ; as the mirror, in which Jehovah dis- 
plays all the perfections of His nature ; and the 
key that opens the gates of the celestial para- 
dise; as the glory of eternal wisdom, and the 
mystery of incarnate love ; as the destruction of 
death, and the gate to everlasting life ; as the 
object of the angels' wonder, and the cause of 
the devil's everlasting confusion. Beloved, let 
us fix our eyes and hearts upon this glorious, 
this surprising object ; and never, never let us, 
by our conduct or conversation, brings a disgrace 
upoa it ; but let us endeavor to advance it^ 
triumphs, spread its glories, and bring sinners to 
admire, love, and trust in it. " God forbid that 
I should glory, save in the cross of my Lord 
Jesus Christ ; by which the world is crucified 
unto n^e, and I unto the world." . 

Oh, may my dngle aim be now 

To live on Him that died,. 
And naught on earth desire to kno^ 

But Jesus cruci&ed. 



DECEMBER 19. 

If ye lave Me^ keep My eommandmenti, 
John zIy: 15. 

Here is, the Christian's grand rule of actkii^ 
the commandments of his dear Saviour. Jesoi0 
commands us because He loves us ; because He^ 
desires our present welfare ; because He will 
prove the sincerity of our profession; and be- 
cause He approves of the obedience of faitbu 
He commands us to imitate Himself He is 
our great pattern and example ; and we should 
endeavor to imitate Him in His Spirit, and de- 
sign, and actions. He commands us to believe 
Him, profess Him, obey Him, and continue in 
His love. Here we have the Christian's grand 
MOTIVE and spring of action — ^love. Spiritual 
love is always loyal to the King of Zion ; jealous 
for the glory of the Lord of Hosts ; and deter- 
mined in the cause of the Prince of peace. The • 
obedience of love is easy — ^hearty — and thorough. 
Love is the strongest incentive to obedience ; it 
conquers fear — ^furnishes with zeal — equips with 
courage— devises the means — surmounts diffi- 
culties — and triumphs over opposition. Let us 
inquire from what does our obedience spring ? 
By what is it regulated? Is our motive and 

rule, holy love ? » 
< 

Love is the fountain whence 

All true obedience flows ; 
The Christian serves the God he loves, 

And loves the God he knows : 
May love o*er every power preside. 
And every thought and action guidla 
$S8 
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DECEMBER 20. 

I will give you the sure mercies of Dayia, 
Acts xiii. 84. 

The mercies of David are suited to a sinner's 
wants ; they comprise all he needs for time, for 
body and soul ; and all he will need through 
eternity. The mercies of David are covenant 
mercies ; the Father has engaged to bestow 
them through the doing and dying of Jesus; 
the Son has secured their bestowment by His 
vicarious sufferings and death ; and the Holy 
Spirit will put the Lord's people in possession 
of them. They all flow from free grace, are 
revealed in the promises, and are stored up in 
the fulness of Christ. The mercies of David 
are sure mercies ; they are unconditionally 
promised to all comers ; are received by simple 
faith ; and are bestowed by Jesus as the ap- 
pointed trustee and administrator of the cove- 
nant of grace. They are sure, for God has 
sworn, and will not change His mind, or remove 
His covenant of reconciliation. The mercies of 
David are given mercies ; no desert is requisite 
to establish a claim ; no hard conditions are 
laid down to entitle ; no price in fixed, or money 
demanded ; but it is, ** Comb and reoeitb 

FREELY." « I 

Thy favor§, Lord, «urtirl«»e «nr mnU ; 

Wilt Thou iniliilgp Thy t^fetttureu thvii I 
rhe stream of full ftftWrttloii follf*. 

To Btrenicthfn, dh«er, ttHil t»omforl Ui \ 
How rich the utMe 1 ht)W klod Ute W^rd i 
All praiw Mdffioty lo \X\^ \m\\ • 



DECEMBER 21. 

Ok, keep my toul, and deliver me. P& zxt. 20. 

What a mercy to have a God to go to, a throne 
of grace set before us, and the precious name 
of Jesus to plead. How encouraging the ex- 
amples set before us in God's holy word. Let 
us imitate them who spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. We are going into the 
world ; the business of the day is before us ; our 
hearts are false and fickle ; let our prayer be, 
** Oh, keep my soul." Keep me from sin, let 
me not indulge it in my heart, or commit it in 
my lif<s ; keep me from Satan, suffer him not 
to lead me astray from Thee ; keep me from 
men, let them not prevail against me. Keep me 
in Thy way — in Thy truth — in Thy church. 
Keep me by Thy word — Thy Spirit — Thy pres- 
ence—or Thy rod. *•' Deliver me:" from guilt 
and condemnation ; from fear and shame. Keep 
me at Thy footstool, and deliver me from my 
o^m wandering heart. Let me be clothed in the 
^be of righteousness — cleansed in the fountain 
of mv Saviour's blood — accepted in His gloriotis 
person and perfect work — and be crowned with 
[^.vij^.kindness and tender mercy. "Keep no 
(S the apt^ie of the eye." . 

j^>i, vill not He who ransomed man, 

X ^viour's work fulfil ? 
Xlitiig^*^ ia His power — He can : 

^b^^V<s His love — He will. 
^-^^r W^»e 1 deliver me, 



22. 

2%ejf tkmU not be ask am ed thai uni/or Mk 
laaiah zliz. 2S. 

Waiting for the Lord, supposes that we want 
Him to do something for ns ; bestow something 
on ns; or fill some relation to ns. It implies 
that we have sought Him, that He has promised, 
but that^He delays to answer our request. It 
proves that no substitute can be found. Thiis 
promise suggests that there may be fears, lest 
He should not come ; lest after all we should be 
disappointed. This supposes, that there may be 
temptations to distrast the love, faithfulness, 
and goodness of God ; to think they shall be 
ashamed of having sought, believed, or expected 
that the Lord would appear. But this precious 
promise secures the waiting soul from shame, 
disappointment, and confusion; it assures us 
that the Lord will appear, answer, and bless 
in His own time, and in His own way. Are 
you tempted? — ^wait for the Lord. Are you 
afflicted? — wait upon God. Are you sorely 
tried? — ^wait patiently for the Lord; He will 
not suffer you to be ashamed. Abraham waited, 
and received the promise. Joseph waited, and 
was raised to honor. David waited, and had all 

his desire. 

« 

Affliction is a stormj deep, 

Where wave resoauds to ware ; 
Though o*er mv head the billows roll, 

I know the fiord can save : 
111 wait, and bow beneath the rod ; 
If y hope, my confidence is GKmL 



DECEMBER 28; 

BU 90ul shall dwdl at earn, JhL xrr, IS. 

The man that fears God must have faith i& 
His word; love to His charaoter; a desire to 
please Him in all things ; a fear to offend Him 
in anything ; a realization of His omniscience ; 
and be looking forward to His appearing. Be- 
loved, is this our character? It is said»of such, 

" His SOUL SHALL DWELL AT EASE ;" frcC from 

slavish fears — from soul-distressing cares and 
anxieties — ^in a stat« of contentment and solid 
peace. And well he may ; for he has God for 
his portion — ^the eternal covenant as his stay — 
the preeious promises as his security — ^the glo- 
rious atonement for his plea — a complete salva- 
tion for his shield — ^providence as his friend — 
Christ as his constant Advocate, Captain, and 
Man-of-war— daily fellowship with God as his 
relief — and heaven as his final home. His soul 
shall lodge, or dwell in goodness : so some read 
it. The goodness of God is the storehouse of 
every blessing, and will supply his every want- 
silence all his fears— contradict all his unbeliev- 
ing doubts — and exalt him to peace and honor. 
Beloved, let us not be anxious about anything, 
but casting all our ^eares upon God, let us dwell 
at ease. , 

Once the world was all my treasure ; 
Then the world my heart possessed ; 
Now I taste sublimer pleasure, 
Since the Lord has made me blest ; 

I can witness, 
Jesus gives His people rest 
3«2 



DECEMBER 2i 

Whom renst, Uead/cui in the faith, 1 Pet. T. 9. 

Satan is the Christian's unwearied foe, he is 
the enemy of all righteousness, and aims at our 
destruction. He is especially the. enemy of our 
faith — comfort — prosperity — and usefulness. 
He is our enemy before God, and he gets access 
to our hearts ; he excites to sin, accuses of sin, 
and terrifies for sin. We are called upon to 
resist him, steadfastly believing God's word- 
faithfulness — and love. Steadfastly believing 
what Christ is to us, as Satan's grand opponent 
Is Satan a deadly serpent? — Jesus is the bra- 
zen serpent which heals. Is Satan a roaring 
lion ? — Jesus is the lion of the tribe of Judah 
who prevails. Is Satan a destroyer ? — Jesus is 
a Saviour. Is Satan an adversary? — Jesus is a 
friend. Is Satan a wolf? — Jesus is the good 
Shepherd. Is Satan a tempter ? — Jesus is a De- 
liverer. Is Satan a deceiver and a liar ? — Jesus 
is the truth. Is Satan an accuser? Jesus is an 
Advocate. Is Satan the prince of darkness ?-— 
Jesus is the light of life. Is Satan a murderer ? 
Jesus is the resurrection. Is Satan god of this 
world? — Jesus is God over all. Resist the 
devil in the faith of this. Jesus is all you need* 



All power is to our Jesus given ; 

O'er earth's rebellious sous He reigns ; 
He mildly rules the hosts of heaven, 

And holds the powers of hell in chains. 
Jesus, the woman's conquering seed, 
Shall bruise for us the serpent's head. 




DECEMBER f 5. 

I wttt he glorified, Ler. x 8. 

Tms is the great end Jehovah has in view in all 
He performs, and all He permits. He created 
and He preserves the world, that He might be 
glorified. He redeemed His people by the blood 
of His Son, and He will glorify His saints with 
Himself, to the same end. He will be glorified 
in His sovereignty, doing as He will — ^in His 
supremacy, commanding as He pleases — in His 
wisdom, disposing of His creatures to secure His 
design — ^in His grace, saving an innumerable 
company of the lost and wretched, to sound His 
praise forever — in His goodness, supplying the 
wants of all His creatures, though in rebellion 
against Him — in His justice, punishing the 
daring impenitent offender. Beloved^ it is our 
duty to aim at the glory of our God in all 
things. Does Jehovah command ? — ^then we 
should observe His commands and obey them. 
Does He graciously promise, and in wisdom 
and mercy provide ? — then we should trust, rely, 
and depend on Him. Does He work in provi- 
dence and grace? — then we should acknowl- 
edge His hand, submit to His wisdom, bow at 
His throne, fear to sin against Him, or grieve 
His love. 

Lord, turn the stream of nature's tide ; 

Let all our actions tend 
To Thee their Source ; Thy love the guide 

Thy glory be the end : 
In all we think, or saj, or do, 
Thy glory may we still pursue. 
864 ! 



DEOE&fDEB 26. 

U homor have aU Hit Mtnlt. Ps. cadix. 9. 



What honor ? Of being redeemed by the blooj 
of the Lamb, ont of every nation, oountryi 
people, and tongue. Of being born again, not 
of corraptible seed, but of incorruptible; by 
the word of God which liveth and abideth for- 
ever. Of being ackndwledged as the sons of 
Grod ; '' Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; 
bat when He shall appear we shall be like 
Him, for we shall see Him as He is." Of be* 
ing closely allied to Jesus ; He is not ashamed 
to call them brethren. Of being heirs of God ; 
^< If children then heirs, heirs of God and joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ." Of being delivered 
from slavery to serve God in liberty; *' that be- 
ing delivered out of the hands of our enemies 
^we might serve Him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before Him all the days of 
our life." Of being appointed to sit in judg- 
ment with Christ ; Know ye not that we shall 
judge angels ? '^ This honor have all his 
SAINTS." Are we saints ? Do we walk as be- 
oometh saints ? Are we living under the influ- 
ence of these great privileges ? Let us admiroi 
adore, and obey.' . 

f 

Pause, my soul, adore and wooder; 
Ask, " Oh, why such love tp me } 
Grace hath put me in the number 
Of the Saviour's family : 
Halleluiah I 
Thanks, eternal thanks to lliee.* ^ 

86ft -* 



DECEMBER 27. 

1 would have you without earefidnui, 
1 Cor. yil 32. 

Ajcxiety, at oarefalness, is very injarions ; it 
divides the heart, distracts the mind, chokes the 
word, leads to distrast,'^ and destroys oar peace. 
It is inconsistent with onr profesrion ; we have 
resigned all into the hands of the Lord, and 
should leave all to His blessing. We shoold 
do everything as for the Lord, and consider our 
families, our property, and our bosinesB, as the 
Lord's; so shoald we be holy and enjoy peace. 
Anxiety, or inordinate care, dishonors God ^ it 
reflects upon His safficiency to supply alt*-*- 
upon His omniscience to discover aU^apon His 
authority and ability to manage all— upon His 
mercy, bounty, and liberality, as if He would 
leave us to want— upon His veracity, fidelity, 
and immutability, as though His word may be 
forfeited or His promise broken. Carefulness 
injures our own souls — it is opposed to content- 
ment and resignation — ^it nourishes impatience 
and unbelief — it hinders our usefulness, and 
hardens our hearts — it cuts off supplies, and 
procures the rod and the frown. AVe should 
therefore aim to be without carbfulnbss, for 
the Lord careth for us. 

How sweet to have our portion there 
Where sorrow never comes nor* care. 

And nothing will remove ! 
We then may hear without a sigh, 
The world's destruction to be nigh— 

Our treasure is above. 
£66 
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Ld tu not he weary in wM-tjoin^ GaL yI t. 

[t is not enough for us to be doing, we should 
be doing good. We are redeemed and new- 
[»reated for this very purpose. Let us act as 
before God, for the good of man; let us com* 
BsmficATE advice, encouragement^ or relief, in the 
fear of God, and for His glory. What is done 
vrell, is done in a good spirit, even the spirit of 
love— -humility — and prayer; it is done from a 
good motive, even the love of Christ; is done 
by a good rule^ the commandment of the ever- 
busting God : is done to. a good end, the glory of 
Him who hath called and commanded us. But 
We are prone to get weary of doing, especially 
if we are hasty^-^^or meet with disappointments 
•«ror look at creatttres-*"^r consult our own ease. 
But let us not lose heart in the work, neither 
let us give it over ; for in due season we shall 
reap if we faint not. This is sowing time, but 
reaping time will come ; let us therefore go on in 
divine strengths— with holy fortitude— with fixed 
determination— and resigning ourselves daily to 
Gxxl. We shall rei^) in dub season if we faint 
not ; for God is orderly«^faithful — bounteous—- 
gracious ; He will not forget our work and labor 
of love ; but will reward even a cup of cold 
water, given to a disciple in His name. 

Put thou thy trust in God» 
Id duty's path go op ; 
Fix OD His word thy steadfitst eye, 
So shall thy work be done. 

867 



DEOEMMBB M. 

AUthingt work toffetherfar ffooi. . Rom. Tiii. |8. 

All the Lord's people love God. They do 
not love Him as they desire, yet they oleare 
to Him and follow on to know Him. He is 
their God, and has oalled them according to 
His own purpose and grace, which was givea 
them in Jesus Christ before the world began, 
and it becomes the Christian to view every- 
thing as having its plaoe in God's economy; 
and its work to do in accomplishing God's pur* 
poses. Angels, men, and devils, but perform 
His pleasure. All things are connected by the 
infinite wisdom and good pleasure of the Most 
High. He superintends every movement of 
every one of His creatures ; and directs them to 
answer His purpose and end. He overrules 
everything for our good ; we never lose any- 
thing worth keeping by any of His dispensa- 
tions. We may gain by ail that occurs; we 
may gain wisdom — holiness — matter for prayer 
or praise — work for faith, patience, or hope. 
However, our best interests are secured; every- 
thing is working for the good of the church ; 
and though it be a rough, it is a right way tc 
our heavenly Father's house, .^ 

All things on earth, ai*d all in heaven, 
On God s eternal will depend ; 
And all for greater good were given. 
And all shall in His glory end : 
This be my care I and this alone ; 
Father, in me Thy will be done. 

S68 ^ 



DECEltBER do. 

Twill never leaee ihee^ norforedhe thee, 
Heb. ziil 5. 

Ip tiie liord i» with na, all will be well ; but He 
has promised to be with us always, even unto 
the end. Any one but our God would have 
left us long ago ; but He is longosuffering, full 
of compassion, and of great mercy. He will 
be our God t^ all eternity, and will conduct ns 
through life with safety. He will be with us in 
every trouble, to support us ; in every trial, to 
oomfort us ; in every difficulty, to provide for us ; 
in every danger, to deliver us; and under allcir<* 
oumstances, to bless us. He will be with us as 
our heavenly Father"— as our firm and faithful 
Friend — as our Gt>d ; and we shall be with Him 
by-and-bye, as His children, dependants, and 
jewels, to be glorified with Him forever. Be- 
loved, let us rejoice in this, that God will never 
leave us ; death may rob us, friends may leave 
us, troubles may coma upon us ; but our God 
will not forsake His people for His great name's 
sake, because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
them His people. Having loved His own, He 
will love them unto the end. » 



Sinoe He hM taid, " TVL tte'er depart,** 
ril bind Hia promiae to my heart, 

Rejoicing in His care : 
This shall rapport while here I live^ 
And wheb in glory I arriire, 

rU praise Uim fet it ther«> 



* 



DECEBfBER 8!. 

A friend lovethaiaUiimM. Prar.ZTiLlT. 

Where shall we find suoh a friend ? He that 
redeems from slavery, and delivers from bond- 
age, is such a friend — ^but Jesus does this. He 
that restores to the favor of the judge who 
condemned, or the Lord who delivered over to 
bondage, is suoh a friend — bat Jesus does this. 
He that admits to intimacy with himself, out of 
pure love, notwithstanding disparity of condi* 
tion, is such a friend — but Jesus does this. He 
who counsels in trouble, and gives the best ad- 
vice in perplexity, is such a friend — ^but Jesus 
does this. He who rescues from foes and ren* 
iers their attempts to injure us abortive, is suoh 
a friend — but Jesus does this. He who takes 
in the rejected and homeless, who clothes the 
naked and feeds the hungry, is such a friend — 
but Jesus does this. He who exposes Himself 
to pain, injury, insult, and death, to do us good, 
is such a friend — ^but Jesus has done this. He 
who expends all His property for our welfare, 
is such a friend — but Jesus did this. He who 
kindly reproves our faults in prosperity, and 
visits, comforts, and relieves in adversity, is 
such a friend — but Jesus does this. He who 
loves us through life, in death, and forever, is 
such a friend — but Jesus doth so. He is the 

FRIEND WHO LOVETIl AT ALL TIMES ; changing 

scenes change not His affection. His friend* 

ship flows from purest love, and is founded in 

\ perfect knowledge of our persons — wants— 
870 



DECEMBER 31. 

dispositions — and propensities ; His friendship 
is maintained by infinite patience — boundless 
pity — and the prospect of our being glorified 
with Him forever. He knows our frame, 
oonsults our welfare, and is determined to do us 
good. He will not allow us to lose by any of 
His dispensations ; but will increase our spirit- 
ual wealth by all means. The friendship of 
Jesus secures all good, and prevents all evil; 
He will never fail us, nor forsake us. He com- 
menced His friendship with a view to extend 
it through eternity ; and it is the same at the 
close of the year as it was in the beginning. 
O Jesus ! let us love Thee with pure affection 
—walk with Thee in sweetest friendship— and 
prove ourselves Thy friends in every place. 
Be Thou our Friend — Counsellor — ^Brother — Sa- 
viour — Lord — and God — ^in life, death, and fof 
ever. Amen. ^ 

One there is, above all others, 
Well deserves the name of Friend ; 

His is love beyond a brother's, 
Costly, free, and knows no end : 

They who once His kindness prove, 

find it everlasting love I 

Which, of all our friends, to save ns, 
Gould or would have shed his blood t 

But our Jesus died to have us 
Reconciled in Him to God I 

This was boundless love indeed— 

Jesus 13 a friend in need. 
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IMPORTANT INt^UIRIES. 

I>o you believe on the Son of Qod ! Do 7 du so be* 
lieve on Him as to look to nim for salvation — trast &i' 
Him for life and peaoe — ^prefer Him to health, wealth, or 
plcasare ! 

Do you deny yourself, and aim to please God in all 
things— often asking yourself. Will this action, or this 
course, please God, and bring glory to His name f 

Do you consider yourself a witness for God, being 
bound to witness against sin — ^and to the world, that 
the works of it are evil ? Do you witness, by your daily 
walk and conversation ? Do you always take God's side 
against sin and sinners — and plead with God for their 
salvation ? 

Do you live and act under the full persuasion that you 
must give an account of yourself to God ? That your 
account may be demanded suddenly ? That it may be 
called for to-day ? 

Are you walking close with God, relying only on the 
perfect work of Christ for justification and acceptance 
with God ? 

Are you living to sel^ or to God? Do you seek 
your own, or another's welfare ? Do you distribute 
tracts, and speak a word for Jesus, whenever you have 
an opportunity f 

Do you attend the means of grace on week-days? 
Are you justified in remaining at home when the 
Lord's people meet ? Does not your conduct betray a 
lukewarm, indifferent state? God says, '^ Forsake not 
the assembling of yourselves together, as the manner of 
lome is." 

ITS 



IMPORTANT IN(iUmffiS. 
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lAix you a decided Christian f Have you been bore 
4>f the Spirit ? Is there no doubt upon this point ! 
Have you made your calling and election sure f Tou 
ah6uld do bo^ 

Do. you indulge in any known sin, or neglect any 
known duty f This is a dark sign, beware of it 

' How do you feelv towards perishing sinners? Can 
you see them perish without sympa^y or concern? 
What are von doing to convince them of their danger 
-and lead them to Jesus? What have you done foir 
your relatives — ^your near neighbors ? What have you 
done to-day ? What are you going to do ? 

Are you praying for grace and gifts, with a view to 
4o good? That you may watch for souls, and labor 
forGod? 

Were you ever the means of converting one soul to 
Ck>df Did you ever pray that you might be ? Do you 
nee the means that are likely, under the blessing of God| 
to convert souls ? 

~ Which has most of your thoughts, actions, and 
nioney — ^worldly ornaments, or the conversion and sal- 
vation of sinners ? 

Do you know anything of travailii^ in birth for 
sinners until Christ be formed in them? Is it your 
heart's derire and' prayer to God that they may be 
saved? 

Are you willing to make sacrifices for Christ? Can 
^011 dteerfuUy give up your time, your money, your 
ease, and your many indulgences, for the good and mI^ 
vation of souls? ;' 



IMPORTANT INC^UIRIBS. 



Arb YOU reconciled to God ! Can yon apjj^roach Him 
as a Friend ? Do you love Him as a Father t Do yoii 
obey Him as a Master ? Do you love His word — nh 
people — and His day ? In vain do you profess to lore 
Him, if you do nothing for Him. 

Are you like Jesus, going about doing |;ood f Do 
VQU visit the sick — pity the poor — and seek the salvation 
f all around you f 

Do you consider your present life as an opportunity 
fl^ven you to serve and please God ? Do you improTB 
It as such ? Jesus says, *^ Son, go work to^at in my 
vineyard.^ Your work is day work, and should ran 
through every day. 

Do you daily live under the impression, *^ I aic BBSPOt- 

BIBLE. I am responsible for my time — talents— and (^ 
portunities to do good ?" 

Are you growing in grace ? Is the heart hard Or 
soft ? Is Christ precious ? Are you willing to receive 
all He has, and to do all He bids ? To make a complete 
Saviour of Him, imitating His example, as well as trust- 
ing in His blood? 

Are you prepared for death? You will soon be 
summoned ; how much better to be summoned firom the 
field of labor than the bed of sloth I ^ Work while it 
is called to-dat, for the night cometh when no man can 
work." I 

Are you looking for the glorious appearing of the 

Lord Jesus, who will come to be glorified in Hja 

saints, and to reward every man ACOoRDiira to 

Works! 

9U 
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AiOE you really a child of God? Have you really tlw 
Spirit of Christ I Do you live by fidth on th« Son of 
God! . 

Bo you look to the Lord Jesus ^dne for life and sal- 
yataon f Are you Hying upon Hiib ai^ the br«ad of life 
*— walking in 9im as the way to the Father — and obey- 
ing Him as the Lord of all? 

/ Are yoii regular in your att^idanoe oi^ the ordinances 
oC the gospel! Or do you prefer ease,.iiicreasing wealth, 
or gfatiiying: friends, to meeting witji saints, obeying 
Jesus'^ and seeking grace ? 

. Dq you coifine 3rour efforts and sympathies to a secti 
«r are you seeking ti^e benefit (^4dl ? > • 

' Do you* subscribe to the Missionary^ — ^Bible — ^and 

IVeict' Societies? Do you do so 'acc6rding to your 

iMlityf . . : 

' . ... 

Do yob meet with the Church to. pn^, and unite 

with the Church to work ?— -<ur are you paly a cumber- 
ground I ' * 

■: : Do. you ever ask, How will my present course appear 
Oil a dying .bed*, or when I stand before ihe judgment- 
iEfaof Christ! 

^'Are you: keeping up thitt distinction Between your* 
ielf and the woHd, which should alwiiys charaeteriza 
iie Lord^S' people? **Have no MbWship with the 
ifalflpuitfal* works of darkness, but rather reprave flieok'* 

t Do' you bear the image, delight in the laW| and aint 
Aways at'the glory of Jesus ? 
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